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About us

Place Services is a leading public sector provider of integrated environmental assessment, planning, design and
management services. Our combination of specialist skills and experience means that we are uniquely qualified to help
meet the requirements of the planning process.

Our Natural Environment Team has expertise of arboriculture, biodiversity, countryside management and ecology. This
multidisciplinary approach brings together a wide range of experience, whether it is for large complex briefs or small
discrete projects. We aim to help our clients protect and improve the natural environment through their planning, regulatory
or land management activities. This approach ensures that not only our clients will fulfil their legal duties towards the natural
environment, but they do so in a way that brings positive benefits to wildlife and people.

Address: County Hall, Market Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 1QH
Contact no: 0333 013 6840

Email: ecology.placeservices@essex.qov.uk

Website: www.placeservices.qov.uk

VAT number: GB 104 2528 13

Important information

Identification of land within this report as a Site of importance for Nature Conservatoin does not confer any right
of public access to the Site, above and beyond any Public Rights of Way that may exist. The majority of the
Sites are in private ownership and this should be respected at all times.

Whilst every attempt has been made to ensure accurate mapping of the site boundaries, the accompanying
maps should be considered as being illustrative only.


mailto:ecology.placeservices@essex.gov.uk
http://www.placeservices.gov.uk/
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Site reference: GrBIO1
Site name: Plumstead Common

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ456779
Site area: 28.8ha
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Site Description

This site includes the parts of Plumstead Common known as Winns Common, Great Bartletts, Bleak Hill and
The Slade. It comprises a large expanse of plateau grassland, some of which is acidic, with mature
secondary woodland and scrub on the steeply sloping eastern and southeastern edges. The Slade, to the
west, is a steeply sided stream valley, now largely wooded, which contains a 20" Century pond.

The main grassland area, between Winn Common Road and Bleak Hill Lane, was the site of post-war,
prefabricated bungalows until 1958 and is now frequently mown, resulting in low species diversity. It includes
aBronze Age tumulus showing some species more t
(Festuca ovina), Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris) and S h e e p 6Rumes acetoselld). Rough
grassland to the south of Bleak Hill Lane is unmanaged and slightly more diverse with Wild Carrot (Daucus
carota) and Hawkweed Oxtongue (Picris hieracioides) but is being invaded by False Oat-grass
(Arrhenatherum elatius), Gorse (Ulex europaeus) and young oak (Quercus sp.) saplings.

To the north of Winn Common Road are areas of more natural acid grassland, particularly on the slopes and
hollows that mark the top of the Thames Valleyslope. Thes e areas are dominat ed
Fescue, Sh ewttpYorkshig-tog (Haclus lanatus) , B-hankPfargain (Plantago coronopus) and
Commo n -&n(Hypachaeris radicata). On and around patches of bare ground are Early Hair-grass
(Aira praecox) and the moss Polytrichum juniperinum.

The woodland has been developing naturally since the late 19" Century and has a canopy dominated by
Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) with Silver Birch (Betula pendula). The diverse understorey includes Holly
(llex aquifolium), elm (Ulmus sp.), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Yew (Taxus baccata), Ash (Fraxinus
excelsior) and Hazel (Corylus avellana) alongside non-native species such as Sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus), Norway Maple (Acer platanoides) and False-acacia (Robinia pseudoacacia). The ground
flora is dominated by Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) and Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) with Common Ivy
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(Hedera helix), Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata), Wood Sage (Teucrium
scorodonia) and Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum).

The Slade supports secondary woodland of Pedunculate Oak, Ash and Sycamore with an understorey of
Elder, Hazel, Prunus sp. and Norway Maple. The sparse ground flora is dominated by Common Ivy and
Bramble with Herb Robert. The pond at its base is heavily shaded and a dense covering of duckweed
(Lemna sp.) suggests nutrient enrichment. On its margins are Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus), Pendulous
Sedge (Carex pendula) and Common Reed (Phragmites australis). More open areas in the southern half
support rough grassland Bramble scrub, but with areas of aid grassland on the steeper slopes.

Site Selection Rationale
The site supports Priority Habitat acid grassland that is likely to have remained fundamentally unchanged
over the last 200 years, although typically for this habitat it is not particularly species rich.

Priority Habitats
Lowland Dry Acid Grassland

Ownership and Access
The site is maintained as a public open space by Royal Borough of Greenwich.

Condition Statement
Moderate.

Management Issues

The recent woodland at the eastern end of the site would have more biodiversity value if the canopy was
more open, allowing acid grassland to persist beneath, which could be achieved by the removal of non-native
species as part of a cyclical thinning programme. Some of the open grassland areas are being encroached
by scrub due to a lack of regular management.

Changes
Surfaced roadway and play area removed, minor extension to the west of the Slade.
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Site reference: GrBI02 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ467803
Site name: Tump 53 Nature Park Site area: 2.0ha

Boundary Map
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Site Description

This site is one of the remaining munitions storage magazines that formed part of the Royal Woolwich
Arsenal, built around 1897 on what was then Plumstead Marshes, an extensive tract of coastal grazing
marsh. The site is connected to the nearby GrBII14 Hawksmoor Park, and to GrBill Twin Tumps and
Thamesmere and GrBI15 Birchmere by the canals built to link up the moats that protected the magazines
from grass fires on the marshes.

Beside the tump, adjoining the moat, is an area of reedbed, dominated by Common Reed (Phragmites
australis) but also including Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum), Gipsywort (Lycopus europaeus) and
Bulrush (Typha latifolia). Small Sweet-grass (Glyceria declinata), which is considered to be Vulnerable in
London is understood to be present. A range of aguatic plant species have been recorded in the open water
including Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga), water-starwort (Callitriche sp.) and the London Vulnerable
Spiked Water Milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum).

Sallow (Salix cinerea) is present in the margins of the reedbed and the tump itself is largely occupied by
scrubby Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and willow (Salix sp.).

The reedbed is known to support a population of Water Voles, a London and national Priority Species.

Site Selection Rationale

Reedbed is a scarce habitat in Greenwich and here it forms part of a mosaic of habitats that are known to
support important populations of species such as Water Vole. The nature reserve is used for environmental
education.

Priority Habitats
Reedbed

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and operated by Peabody.
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Condition Statement
Moderate, stable.

Management Issues

The site does not appear to have received any management for nature conservation outcomes in recent
years, with a lack of the formerly noted open grassland at the expense of spreading scrub. The invasive non-
native species Floating Pennywort (Hydrocotyle ranunculoides) is present in the canal.

Changes
Minor change in boundary
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Site reference: GrBIO3

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ441746

Site name: Gravel Pit Lane and the Nature Study Centre | Site area: 4.8ha

Boundary Map
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Site Description

This site comprises Gravel Pit Lane, an old green lane lined by hedgerows and woodland, and the adjacent,
currently disused, outdoor education centre situated in an old gravel pit, with associated secondary woodland
and other habitats.

The canopy of the lane habitat consists of Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) i including some large pollards
T Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia), Yew (Taxus baccata) and willows (Salix sp.) with a
shrub layer of Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Hazel (Corylus avellana), Holly (llex aquifolium), Sallow
(Salix cinerea), Cherry Plum (Prunus cerasifera) and Elder (Sambucus nigra).

The ground flora includes Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), E n ¢ h a nnigletshaie (Circaea lutetiana),
Pendulous Sedge (Carex pendula), Male Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas), Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum),,
Wood Dock (Rumex sanguineus), Wood Avens (Geum urbanum), Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum) and
several species that are considered positive indicators in Greater London, such as Wood Sage (Teucrium
scorodonia), Wall Lettuce (Mycelis muralis), Lady-fern (Athyrium filix-femina) and Broad Buckler-fern
(Dryopteris dilatata).

Site Selection Rationale

The green lane is an old landscape feature that supports several species of significance at a Greater London
level and provides an important connectivity function. The education centre could play an important role in
improving exposure to biodiversity for the local community.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The lane is a Public Right of Way, while the adjacent centre is owned by the Royal Borough of Greenwich,
with no public access at the current time.




Client: Report title:
Royal Borough of Greenwich Royal Borough of Greenwich SINC Register 2024

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable.

Management Issues

Non-native species such as Norway Maple (Acer platanoides) and Snowberry (Symphoricarpos album) are
present. There is no positive management of either part of the site for nature conservation outcomes at
present.

Changes
The Eltham Warren Golf Course is removed from the SINC at this review, but retained as a Potential SINC.
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Site reference: GrBI0O4
Site name: Eltham Palace Fields

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ423737
Site area: 28.9ha

Boundary Map
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Site Description

This site is a collection of fields to the south of Eltham Palace and its formal gardens, most of which are horse
grazed, but with some public open space. Although their quality varies, this is one of the most extensive
areas of grassland in the Borough, with potential for enhancement.

The fields are largely variations of acidic-neutral grassland types with typical species including Common
Bent (Agrostis capillaris), Meadow Barley (Hordeum secalinum), Cr e s t e dtail [Cyrpsursis cristatus),
Sweet Vernal Grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), S ma | | e 4tail (Bhdetind k®ertolonii) and Yorkshire-fog
(Holcus lanatus) with Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Co mmo n -Bot-tredod (fotus
corniculatus), Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus acris), Red Clover (Trifolium pratense) , Co mmoear (
(Hypochaeris radicata) and Selfheal (Prunella vulgaris).

The fields are divided by old hedgerows and the site includes a small block of scrub woodland consisting of
young Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Hazel (Corylus avellana),
Holly (llex aquifolium), Prunus sp. and elm (Ulmus sp.).

Site Selection Rationale

Parts of the site represent Priority habitat grassland and the block of grassland as a whole is of significance
at a Borough level. The boundaries have been mapped as an ecological unit with the possibility of
enhancement in mind.

Priority Habitats
Lowland Meadows
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Ownership and Access

The site is under various ownership, with the majority being private. Access is possible along Ki ng J
Walk, a public right of way, and the southwestern part of the site is a public open space managed by the
Royal Borough of Greenwich.

Condition Statement
Poor to moderate, stable

Management Issues

None of the grassland is managed for nature conservation and as a consequence there are examples of
both under-grazing (neglect) and overgrazing. Some areas have been subject to a degree of agricultural
improvement.

Changes
The formal gardens of Eltham Palace are removed from the sites, as is amenity mown grassland in the
southwest corner.
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Site Description

This site comprises two areas of public open space on either site of Thorntree Road, some of which is more
formal park with amenity functions and some of which supports important areas of acid grassland within a
woodland setting. Although there has been considerable human influence subsequently, the area was once
part of a large Ancient Woodland known as Hanging Wood.

Maryon Park to the north of Thorntree Road marks the southern edge of the valley of the River Thames and
was extensively quarried in the 19" and early 20™ Centuries for sand and chalk. A promontory of high ground
remains and at the summit of this is an area of acid grassland consisting of Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris),
Red Fescue (Festuca rubra) S h e e p RumexSacetosela), Eafly Hair-grass (Aira praecox), Mouse-
ear Hawkweed (Pilosella officinarum), Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra) , Per f or a-wat
(Hypericum perforatum), Co mmo n -€éan(Hypachaeris radicata), Wood Sage (Teucrium scorodonia),
and the moss Polytrichum juniperinum. A species of hawkweed (Hieracium sabaudum) is common at the
top of the slope and Intermediate Polypody (Polypodium interjectum) is abundant on the steep pit face.

Other patches of similar acid grassland exist adjacent to Thorntree Road and in Maryon Wilson Park to the
south of Thorntree Road. Elsewhere the grassland is either shaped by amenity use or, at the bottom of
Gi | b e rundersmamaget and becoming dominated by coarser grass species.

Woodland areas have a canopy that includes Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior),
Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) and the non-natives Holm Oak (Quercus ilex) and Sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus) and a shrub layer consisting of Hazel (Corylus avellana), Wild Cherry (Prunus avium), Holly
(llex aquifolium), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Yew (Taxus baccata), elm (Ulmus sp.) and Elder
(Sambucus nigra). The ground flora is unremarkable and more indicative of secondary woodland, including
Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.), Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) ,  E n c hnmhishaele (QGirsaea lutetiana),
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Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum), Wood Avens (Geum urbanum), Wood Dock (Rumex sanguineus) and
Common Ivy (Hedera helix). A colony of Nettle-leaved Bellflower (Campanula trachelium), typically indicative
of calcareous conditions, is present in the southeast corner of Maryon Park

In Maryon Wilson Park, a stream valley section is now mostly overgrown, but supports Pendulous Sedge
(Carex pendula), Water Figwort (Scrophularia auriculata) and Yellow lIris (Iris pseudacorus). The locally
scarce species Bristle Club-rush (Isolepis setacea) and Bog Stitchwort (Stellaria alsine) have been recorded
here previously.

Site Selection Rationale

The site supports some important Priority habitat and forms an extensive area of accessible natural
greenspace in an otherwise built-up area. A number of plant species that are scarce or rare in London are
present.

Priority Habitats
Lowland Dry Acid Grassland
Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed as a public open space by Royal Borough of Greenwich.

Condition Statement
Moderate, declining (grassland and stream valley)

Management Issues
There is no evidence of any positive nature conservation management in recent years and as a result scrub
and coarse grasses is spreading into grassland areas, and the stream valley has become overgrown with
willows and Bramble.

Changes
The animal enclosures that lack natural vegetation are removed, as are surfaced recreational pitches.
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Site reference: GrBI06
Site name: Shrewsbury Park, Shooters Hill Golf Course &
Woodlands Farm

Boundary Map

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ
Site area: ha
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Site Description

This large site is made up of several component parts that combine to provide an extensive area of natural
greenspace, including parts that are public open space or otherwise accessible. The habitat mosaic includes
Ancient and secondary woodland, acidic neutral grassland and scrub. Woodlands Farm is managed as an
outdoor education centre.

Shrewsbury Park, in the northwest part of the site, includes a core of old woodland that once formed part of
the grounds of the now lost Shrewsbury House. Although not Ancient, it is a good example of dry oak
woodland, situated on the edge of a ridge of early Pleistocene sand and gravel, with a ground flora that is
typically lacking in diversity for this woodland type. The canopy consists of Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur),
Beech (Fagus sylvatica), Silver Birch (Betula pendula) and now Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) with an
understorey of Holly (llex aquifolium), Wild Cherry (Prunus avium), Yew (Taxus baccata) and Elder
(Sambucus nigra). The ground flora is dominated by Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) with Common Ivy
(Hedera helix), Wood Avens (Geum urbanum) and Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum). The eastern edge
of the main woodland area slopes down to the east, where there is a distinctive block of younger Hornbeam
(Carpinus betulus), oak and Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna).

The older woodland is connected to some patches of more recent, scrubby woodland, including the long-
abandoned Dothill Allotments. Species present include Pedunculate Oak, including some older specimens,
Ash, willow (Salix sp.), Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), Hawthorn, Hazel (Corylus avellana), Wild Cherry
(Prunus avium) and locally abundant Field Maple (Acer campestre). The ground flora includes Wood Avens,
Herb Robert, Common Ivy, Male Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas), Bramble and Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea), but
also several species indicative of older woodland such as Wood Melick (Melica uniflora), Broad Buckler-fern
(Dryopteris dilatata) and Lady-fern (Athyrium filix-femina). The eastern edge of this section includes the
remnants of an older woodland that supports a concentration of older oaks, some of which are outside of the
open space.
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The open grassland in Shrewsbury Park is neutral, reflecting its position on London Clay, and consists of
Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), Red Fescue (Festuca rubra), Creeping Soft-grass (Holcus moallis),
Smal | e ftail (@Heund Isertolonii) and Perennial Rye-grass (Lolium perenne) with Common Knapweed
(Centaurea nigra) , C o mmo Hoot-Befoit (Létiss corniculatus), Co mmo n -&mn {H¥pschaeris
radicata) and the Near Threatened Corky-fruited Water-dropwort (Oenanthe pimpinelloides). In places the
sward is more rank with C o ¢ KodtgDactylis glomerata), False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius), Meadow
Fotail (Alopecurus pratensis), Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) and Creeping Buttercup (Ranunculus repens).
There are occasional patches dominated by Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum) with willows and Hop
(Humulus lupulus), suggesting at least seasonal dampness.

The boundary between the park and the adjacent Shooters Hill Golf Course is an old field boundary marked
by a strip of diverse old woodland along a drain, the northern end of which was part of an older woodland
now mostly lost. It includes Pedunculate oak, Sessile Oak (Quercus petraea), Sweet Chestnut (Castanea
sativa), Ash, Rowan, Wild Cherry, Field Maple, Crab Apple (Malus sylvestris), Hazel, Holly, Common
Whitebeam (Sorbus aria), Yew, Elder, Hawthorn, Bullace (Prunus domestica) and Blackthorn. Wood Sage,
Wood Melick, Bramble, Bracken and Wood Avens are present at its base.

The golf course includes some fragments of old woodland and hedgerows together with reasonably diverse
grassland alongside the fairways. The woodland has a more divers ground flora, with Bluebell (Hyacinthoides
non-scripta), Yellow Archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon) and Wood Millet (Milium effusum) known to be
present alongside Wood Melick.

Woodlands Farm is a working livestock farm consisting of a series of traditionally managed meadows divided
by old hedgerows, with streams and ponds. The meadows are diverse, as are the hedgerows, which include
Wild Service-tree (Sorbus torminalis). It includes the remains of Clothworkers Wood, which is old but not
considered to be Ancient, and once housed an abattoir.

Site Selection Rationale

The three main components of this site combine to provide a significant area of largely natural greenspace,
with complimentary and coherent habitats. A number of species that are rare or scarce in London are
present.

Priority Habitats
Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland

Ownership and Access

Shrewsbury Park is owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich as a public open space. Shooters
Hill Golf Course is private with no public access. Woodlands Farm is owned and managed by the Woodlands
Farm Trust and is open to the public by arrangement only.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues

Woodlands Farm is managed with biodiversity in mind alongside its primary agricultural land use and is
entered into Countryside Stewardship. The golf course is also managed sympathetically for biodiversity.
There is no evidence that Shrewsbury Park is being actively managed for nature conservation outcomes and
the northeastern part has been subject to fly tipping of garden rubbish, which also results in non-native
species being introduced.

Changes
Built up sections of Woodlands Farm and Shooters Hill Golf Course removed.
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Site Description
This site includes the mid-19™ Century cemetery itself and the small area of open space at its entrance, which
was originally part of Eltham Common.

The cemetery lies on the northwest facing slope of the London Clay outcrop that makes up Shooters Hill,
with the lower part of the slope containing fewer graves. It is largely open with scattered mature trees,
including limes (Tilia sp.) and some old Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) pollards.

The grassland is diverse, being composed of Meadow Barley (Hordeum secalinum), Red Fescue (Festuca
rubra), Sweet Vernal Grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), Sma | | e rtail Phlaud bertolonii), Meadow
Foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis), Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus), Creeping Bent (Agrostis stolonifera), C o ¢ k
foot (Dactylis glomerata), Perennial Rye-grass (Lolium perenne) and False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum
elatius). Also present are Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria) , L ¢
Bedstraw (Galium verum) ,  C o mm o-foot-Befoit (doéus corniculatus), Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus
acris), Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) , C o mmo-ear (l@ypachaesis radicata), Common Vetch
(Vicia sativa), Hoary Ragwort (Senecio erucifolius) S mo ot {pearH &vegiHcapillaris), Cut-leaved
Cr a nl@ll§G&eranium dissectum), Wild Onion (Allium vineale) and Selfheal (Prunella vulgaris).

King Georgeb6s Field i s (Agrasts capillares)dwiti Meadovw Barey, orkBhaeafag
and Smal itagalso feequend. sAlthough it is not likely to have experienced agricultural improvement,
it is not particularly flower-rich, but does support Meadow Buttercup, Smoot Tare (Vicia tetrasperma) and
patches of @otdraftilélotuspedunculatas) indicating areas of impeded drainage.
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Site Selection Rationale

The grassland represented in both parts of this site is unimproved, as it has not been subject to any modern
agricultural inputs, and so it represents a diminishing resource in a national context. The cemetery grassland
is of a type that would meet the neutral grassland Priority habitat definition.

Priority Habitats
Lowland meadows

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and operated by Royal Borough of Greenwich.

Condition Statement
Moderate, declining

Management Issues

Grassland management in both parts of the site is not favourable to nature conservation outcomes. Although
parts of the cemetery are identified as conservation areas, they are not receiving sufficient management
pressure, leading to a dominance of coarse grasses such as False Oat-grass and Common Couch (Elytrigia
repens)t hat results in a reducti on i immid-sumraer, svhich prevents
many grassland species from seeding.

Changes
King Georgebs Hismdied. i s added at
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Site reference: GrBI10 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ415735
Site name: Sidcup Road Grassland and Harmony Wood | Site area: 9.7ha

Boundary Map

GrBi04

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
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Site Description

This site consists of fields on the north slope of the valley of a tributary of the River Quaggy, first isolated by
the construction of the railway to the north and then divided by the construction of the A20 Sidcup Road early
in the 20" Century. The site is largely sited on free draining soils, with an exposed area of sands and gravels
adjacent to the railway line.

Although originally grassland, a significant part of the northern part of the site has been planted with trees
since the late 1980s and much of the remaining grassland is now being invaded by scrub and dominated by
coarser grasses such as False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius), C o-fodt @actylis glomerata), Tall
Fescue (Schedonorus arundinacea) and Common Couch (Elytrigia repens). The planted woodland is dense
and is yet to develop any significant ground flora.

The diverse character of the grassland is still apparent in restricted areas, with grass species present
i ncludi ng CtaildGmosutus distag), $vieadow Barley (Hordeum secalinum), Yellow Oat-grass
(Trisetum flavescens), Red Fescue (Festuca rubra), Sma | | e fail @lleurd Bertolonii), Common Bent
(Agrostis capillaris), Meadow Foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis), Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus), and Soft-brome
(Bromus hordeaceus). Also present at Grass Vetchling (Lathyrus nissolia), Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria),
Hairy Tare (Ervilia hirsuta), Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Lady 6s @abuhsveruma
Per f or at ewof (Hypdrioumméfaratum), C o mmo nfooBtiefoildLdtas corniculatus), Common
Vetch (Vicia sativa), Red Clover (Trifolium pratense), Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Wild Carrot
(Daucus carota)and Cut-l e a v e d -klir(@erauinglissectum). Corky-fruited Water-dropwort (Oenanthe
pimpinelloides), Fairy Flax (Linum catharticum) and Rough Hawkbit (Leontodon hispidus) have all be
recorded in the past.
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At the top of the slope there is evidence of disturbance by motorbikes, and around the bare, sandy ground
that this creates ¢ aRumeeacetosellanadd S§uirreltailf-éssue (¥dpia brenoidgs),
both characteristic of acid grassland.

To the south of the road, the western half of site consists of a wooded stream valley, with a canopy of
Pedunculate oak (Quercus robur), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Wild Cherry (Prunus avium), Sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus), Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), elm (Ulmus
sp.) and Elder (Sambucus nigra). The shaded bans of the stream support Pendulous Sedge (Carex
pendula), Giant Horsetail (Equisetum telmateia), False Brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum), Tutsan
(Hypericum androsaemum), Male-fern (Dryopteris filix-mas) a n d -tdAgue (Asplenium scolopendrium).

Further east, the stream corridor diverges from the road and between the two is rank grassland with scrub,
showing low diversity overall. Prominent species included False Oat-g r a s s, -foGtoYoikshise-fog,
Common Bent, Common Vetch and Common Ragwort (Jacobaea vulgaris). Hairy Sedge (Carex hirta),
Marsh Foxtail (Alopecurus geniculatus) and Floating Sweet-grass (Glyceria fluitans) have been recorded in
the past.

Site Selection Rationale
The site escaped agricultural improvement after the road was constructed and represents one of the better
areas of species-rich neutral grassland in the Borough, as well as providing important ecological connectivity.

Priority Habitats
Lowland Dry Acid Grassland
Lowland Meadows

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Royal Borough OF Greenwich as a public open space.

Condition Statement
Poor, declining

Management Issues

There is no evidence of any recent grassland management and, as a result, coarser species are dominating,
and the frequency of scrub is increasing. Few areas of open, flowery grassland remain. The planting of
trees has had a negative impact on the site, and active management is needed to open up the canopy and
generate a woodland structure.

Changes
No change
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Site reference: GrBI11 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ461808
Site name: Twin Tumps and Thamesmere Site area: 13.6ha
Boundary Map
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Site Description

This site is made up of two of the remaining munitions storage magazines that formed part of the Royal
Woolwich Arsenal together with two lakes that were created in the latter part of the 20" Century as part of a
riverfront extension. The tumps were built around 1897 on what was then Plumstead Marshes, an extensive
tract of coastal grazing marsh.

The tumps are surrounded by moats that are fringed by Common Reed (Phragmites australis), with more
extensive reedbeds on the margins of the western lake and the canal that joins it to the eastern lake
(Thamesmere). The tumps and the banks of the western lake are covered with mixed scrub including willows
(Salix spp.), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Elder (Sambucus nigra) and Silver Birch (Betula pendula).

The lakes support a wide range of waterfowl and Water Voles are known to be present.

Site Selection Rationale
The lakes represent an open water resource that is generally scarce in the Borough and their natural banks
are likely to provide opportunities for a wide range of species in addition to the important reedbed habitat.

Priority Habitats
Reedbeds

Ownership and Access
The site is believed to be in private ownership as part of the wider Thamesmead development area. They
are viewable from adjoining public highways, but there is no general access.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable
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Management Issues
There is no active management for nature conservation outcomes and so the banks are likely to become

dominated by dense scrub over time, to the detriment of the marginal vegetation and many of the species
associated with open water.

Changes
Additional habitat around the margins of the tumps and the lakes is added.
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Site name: Woolwich Common
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Site Description

The site represents what is left of a larger expanse of common land that was gradually developed through
the 19" and 20" Century under the ownership of the military. It still comprises a large expanse of grassland
that varies in character, with a growing scrub component in the southern half. The whole site has been
subject to disturbance over the years, including its use as an artillery range and the deposition of huge
amounts of material from blitz damage in the southern half, which has resulted in a scarp slope that divides
the site.

The northern half of the site is on sands and gravel and the grassland here is distinctly acidic, dominated by
Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), S ma | |-tailr(Phl€entbértslonii) and Red Fescue (Festuca rubra)
withSh e e p 6 s RBmexacetwsellal , Co mmo-foot Bréfail @dius corniculatus), H a r €06t €lover
(Trifolium arvense) C o mmo-par (Bypacliasris radicata) and Lady 6 s B &dlignt veam).
Knotted Clover (Trifolium striatum), which is scarce in London, is reported to be present. More disturbed and
marginal areas are coarser with abundant Yarrow (Achillea millefolium), Creeping Cinquefoil (Potentilla
reptans), Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolata), Common Vetch (Vicia sativa) , Smo ot tearH
(Crepis capillaris), Smooth Tare (Ervum tetraspermum) and Red Clover (Trifolium pratense).

The ground rises in the southern half onto an outcrop of London Clay, and as a result the grassland is more
neutral in character and, in the absence of management pressure, is becoming dominated by coarser species
with scattered patches of Bramble scrub. The grassland shows some diversity with typical species including
Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus), False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius), C o ¢ KodtgDactylis glomerata),
and Soft-brome (Bromus hordeaceus) with Meadow Vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis), Hairy Tare (Ervilia
hirsuta), Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Wild Carrot (Daucus carota), Giant Horsetail (Equisetum
telmateia), Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea (Lathyrus latifolius), Horseradish (Armoracia rusticana), Hogweed
(Heracleum sphondylium), Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) and Mugwort (Artemisia vulgare). The
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Nationally Scarce and Vulnerable Yellow Vetchling (Lathyrus aphaca) is present but is unlikely to be native
here.

At the southern end of the site there are dense patches of scrub and young woodland with species including
Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Wild Cherry (Prunus avium), Sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus), Norway Maple (Acer platanoides), Apple (Malus sp.), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna)
and Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa).

An overgrown pond in the southeast corner (originally a reservoir) is dominated by Common Reed
(Phragmites australis) and Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum).

Site Selection Rationale

This is a large, historical grassland site that supports Priority habitats, although it has been subject to misuse.
It is also provides connectivity between the cluster of SINCs on Shooters Hill northwest through to the
Thames.

Priority Habitats
Lowland Dry Acid Grassland
Lowland Meadows

Ownership and Access
The site is owned by the Defence Infrastructure Organisation, but it is generally regarded and used as a
public open space.

Condition Statement
Moderate, declining

Management Issues

The northern part of the site has a history of inappropriate use, both official and unofficial, and is still subject
to considerable pressure. The southern part is not receiving sufficient management pressure such that
coarser grasses are dominating the open areas and there is a growing proportion of Bramble and other scrub.

Changes
Newly built car parks are removed and grassland habitat in the northwest corner is reinstated.
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Site Description

This site was originally part of Greenwich Marshes, an extensive area of coastal grazing marsh that was
gradually industrialised from the end of the 19" Century and it once housed a steel works. The park was
completed in 2000 as part of the wider remediation across the Greenwich Peninsula.

The site consists of two lakes surrounded by stands of marginal vegetation such as Common Reed
(Phragmites australis), Bulrush (Typha latifolia), Narrow-leaved Bulrush (Typha angustifolia), Common Club-
rush (Schoenoplectus lacustris), Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum), Hemp Agrimony (Eupatoria
cannabinum), Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), Purple-loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) and Blue Water-
speedwell (Veronica anagallis-aquatica).

The lakes support a range of bird species through the year, including breeding Common Terns and Reed
Warbler, which are scarce in the Borough.

There are also areas of wet woodland consisting of Alder (Alnus glutinosa), willows (Salix spp.), birch (Betula
sp.) and Ash (Fraxinus excelsior).

In the adjacent Southern Parkisan ar ea of sown wil dfl ower g foatdrsfdil
(Lotus corniculatus), Wild Carrot (Daucus carota), Yellow-rattle (Rhinanthus minor) and Yarrow (Achillea
millefolium).

Site Selection Rationale

Although recently created, the site is an important focus for biodiversity in an otherwise developed part of the
Borough. It benefits from its position adjacent to the river. The site is also used for environmental education,
benefiting the local community.
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Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned by the Land Trust and managed by The Conservation Volunteers. Parts of the site can be
viewed from the adjacent park, and there is controlled access to the lakes.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues
Some of the wetland areas were dry during the site visit.

Changes
Areas managed for amenity and non-native tree planting in Southern Park are removed.




Client: Report title:
Royal Borough of Greenwich

Royal Borough of Greenwich SINC Register 2024

\ 4

Site reference: GrBI14
Site name: Charlton House Lawn

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ415776
Site area: 0.5ha

Boundary Map

E: Charch Bugle Horn
3 Church L

PCs

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description

Charlton House was built in 1607 and the lawns to the west of the house are effectively unimproved acid
grassland, supporting a range of low-growing species characteristic of the habitat and able to withstand
regular mowing.

The grassland consists of Red Fescue (Festuca rubra) and Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris)ywi t h S
Sorrel (Rumex acetosella) , B -harnkPgastain (Plantago coronopus), Autumn Hawkbit (Scorzoneroides
autumnalis) Lady 6 s Gdiiwndvertint),s&Svmo 0t h {Heand KGrepis capillaris), Small-flowered
Cr a n@lié(&eranium pusillum), Dove 6 8  Chilla(@ezadigm molle) and C 0o mmean
(Hypochaeris radicata). The Nationally Scarce Clustered Clover (Trifolium glomeratum) and the locally
scarce Knotted Clover (Trifolium striatum) and Slender Trefoil (Trifolium micranthum) are also understood to
be present.

Site Selection Rationale
The site is an historic fragment of Priority habitat grassland with a range of characteristic plant species
including some that are locally and nationally significant.

Priority Habitats
Lowland Dry Acid Grassland

Ownership and Access
The site is owned by Royal Borough of Greenwich and managed as a public open space.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable
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Management Issues
The site is a garden and so subject to formal management that may not always benefit the plant species
present. Disturbance and enrichment of the soil are particular risks to the more unusual species.

Changes
No change.
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Site reference: GrBI15 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ464799
Site name: Birchmere Site area; 6.0ha
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Site Description

Birchmere is a lake that was created in the 1970s as part of the initial phase of the development of
Thamesmead. It occupies part of what was originally Plumstead Marshes but was subsequently developed
as part of the Royal Woolwich Arsenal. It is connected to GrBI02 Tump 53 and GrBI11 Twin Tumps and
Thamesmere by canals that were built for Arsenal operations.

This is a large lake that supports a range of waterfowl, including Great Crested Grebe, Tufted Duck and Mute
Swan, with Reed Warbler breeding in marginal vegetation. The banks support a combination of short,
amenity grass, willows (Salix spp.) and other scrub alongside diverse emergent and marginal plant
communities.

Species present include Common Reed (Phragmites australis), Bulrush (Typha latifolia), Narrow-leaved
Bulrush (Typha angustifolia), Reed Canary-grass (Phalaris arundinacea), Inland Club-rush (Bolboschoenus
laticarpus), Greater Pond-sedge (Carex riparia), Lesser Pond-sedge (Carex acutiformis), False Fox-sedge
(Carex otrubae), Cyperus Sedge (Carex pseudocyperus), Galingale (Cyperus longus), Hemlock Water-
dropwort (Oenanthe crocata), Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum), Purple-loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria),
Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus), Gipsywort (Lycopus europaeus), Water Mint (Mentha aquatica), Water Figwort
(Scrophularia auriculata) and Lesser Water-parsnip (Berula erecta).

Site Selection Rationale

Large open water is scarce in the Borough and this is a good example with a diverse marginal flora, albeit
some of it planted. There are fringes of Common Reed, but none of these is considered to meet the
Reedbeds Priority habitat description.

Priority Habitats
None
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Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Peabody as part of the Thamesmead development.

Condition Statement
Good, stable

Management Issues

The lake and its surroundings are well used by the local community, which will constrain its biodiversity value
to some degree. It will be important to manage bankside willows to prevent the emergent and marginal
vegetation from being shaded out.

Changes
Minor boundary changes
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Site Description

Oxleas Meadow was once parkland associated with Wood Lodge, a late 18" Century manor house that
occupied the site of what is now the Oxleas Café. As such, it escaped agricultural improvement and is now
an amenity space in the centre of the cluster of SINCs on Shooters Hill, bordered by woodland. Beneath the
southeast corner of the meadow is a covered reservoir and the southern edge was used for temporary
housing at the end of the war.

The meadow slopes strongly down to the south, form the edge of an outcrop of sand and gravel at the top,
but mostly on London Clay. The grassland is acidic-neutral with a range of grass species, but modest floristic
diversity and abundance. The sward includes Meadow Barley (Hordeum secalinum), Sweet Vernal Grass
(Anthoxanthum odoratum), Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris) , S ma | -taie(Phle@rebertdlsnii), Crested
D o g-#is(Cynosurus cristatus), Red Fescue (Festuca rubra) and Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus). Also
present are Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus acris) C o mmo-ear (Byadchaeris radicata), Common
Knapweed (Centaurea nigra) , C o mm o -foot-Befoit (Hodus corniculatus), Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria
graminea) and Grass vetchling (Lathyrus nissolia).

Site Selection Rationale
The site is a substantial area of unimproved grassland that compliments adjacent woodland habitat within a
cluster of designated sites.

Priority Habitats
Lowland Meadows

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich as a public open space.
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Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues
The site is managed in a way that preserves its character, but it is subject to competing uses.

Changes
Café and car park removed.
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Site Description

This site consists of a series of water treatment lagoons created during the Thamesmead redevelopment
together with the only buildings that remain from the Royal Arsenal munitions factory, situated within tall blast
wall banks.

The lagoons support Common Reed (Phragmites australis) and area surrounded by scrub and grassland
that includes some elements of open mosaic habitat. Pl o u g h man 6 s InSlg cohyzae),atypidally
associated with calcareous conditions, has been recorded here.

A ditch to the south of the lagoons is reported to support a diverse aquatic and marginal plant community,
more typicalofthes i t eds ori ginal grazing mar sh habi Zaanichelliaw
palustris), Brackish Water-crowfoot (Ranunculus baudotii), Grey Club-rush (Schoenoplectus
tabernaemontani), Narrow-leaved Water Plantain (Alisma lanceolata) and Sea Club-rush (Bolboschoenus
maritimus).

Site Selection Rationale
The site is reported to support a range of plant species that are scarce or rare in London.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is in private ownership with no public access.

Condition Statement
Unknown

Management Issues
The site is not being managed for nature conservation outcomes and so it is vulnerable to natural succession
that will lead to the loss of open habitats.
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Changes
No change
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Site Description

The site is made up of the mid-19" Century Charlton Cemetery together with a section of the adjacent
Charlton Park, formerly part of the parkland associated with Charlton House. As such, both areas have
escaped agricultural improvement, although Charlton Park has a history of recreational activity. They are
sited on sands and gravels on the top of the valley of the River Thames and so show acidic conditions.

The cemeteryd s grassland consi stAgrostis fcapilldrs)m iBweet V@raln Grass(
(Anthoxanthum odoratum) and Red Fescue (Festuca rubra) wi t h She d&kpnies acebosetlal, ¢
Common -Bottralod gLotus corniculatus), Mouse-ear Hawkweed (Pilosella officinarum) , L ¢
Bedstraw (Galium verum), Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Commo n  Geat (@ypochaeris
radicata), Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Creeping Cinquefoil (Potentilla reptans) and Prickly Sedge
(Carex muricata ssp. pairae).

The eastern end of Charlton Park has been the subject of an enhancement scheme, which recognised the

acidic nature of the grassland despite its use as football pitches and the dominance of Perennial Rye-grass

(Lolium perenne). The sward now features Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), Meadow Foxtail (Alopecurus

pratensis) and S ma Hdll gPhleun® ebértdlenii) alongside Common B i r-fdod-teefoil (Lotus

corniculatus), Common Vetch (Vicia sativa), C o mmo near CHypoéhaeris radicata) a n d  B-ark
Plantain (Plantago coronopus). Heath Bedstraw (Galium saxatile) has been recorded.

Site Selection Rationale

The cemetery supports unimproved acid grassland with a long continuity of management that maintains the
characteristics of this grassland type. Although the habitat in Charlton Park has been restored very recently,
it has been done so in a way that is sympathetic to the underlying conditions, which gives it more significance.
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Priority Habitats
Lowland Dry Acid Grassland

Ownership and Access
Both sites are owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich with public access.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues

The management of Charlton Cemetery as a whole does not have a focus on nature conservation, although
it is sufficient to maintain some species populations. There is a risk that conservation management of certain
areas based on reduced cutting will result in coarser grasses dominating.

Changes
Previously Grll01. Repository Wood is divided off as a separate SINC. Acid grassland in Charlton Park
added.
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Site name: Plumstead Cemetery Site area: 12.2ha

Boundary Map

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description

Plumstead Cemetery was created in 1890 and sits at the head of a tributary valley of the Thames with a
south westerly, steeply sloping aspect. The underlying geology consists of different sand and gravel layers
exposed across the site with a resultant impact on the character of the grassland, which is more acidic across
the northeastern corner.

The grassland consists of Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), Sweet Vernal Grass (Anthoxanthum
odoratum), Red Fescue (Festuca rubra), Yellow Oat-grass (Trisetum flavescens), Rough Meadow-grass
(Poa trivialis), Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus) and abundant False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius). Also
present ar e SRumexpodtssell® or rlLeald y(6 s GaBuendvarumy), Meusef{ear Hawkweed

(Pilosella officinarum) C o mmo nfoot-Beffoit @LOtes corniculatus), Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria
graminea), Meadow Vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis), Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Oxeye Daisy
(Leucanthemumvulgare) , C o mmoear (ypothaesis radicata), Common Vetch (Vicia sativa), Selfheal

(Prunella vulgaris), Cut-l e av e d -Klr(@enariimsdissectum) and Hairy Sedge (Carex hirta). Sh e e
Fescue (Festuca ovina) and Heath-grass (Danthonia decumbens) heave been recorded.

Along the northern edge is a steep bank up to adjacent woodland, which supports Sessile Oak (Quercus
petraea), Gorse (Ulex europaeus) Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) and Rough Hawkbit (Leontodon
hispidus), the latter which may reflect the influence of the chalk that underlies the sands and that is exposed
just to the northwest of the site. Other species that favour calcareous conditions are reported to be present,
including Fairy Flax (Linum catharticum).

Maidenhair Spleenwort (Asplenium trichomanes) is present on a low wall near the entrance and on the high
wall outside of the entrance. In the western corner, on a wooded slope and retaining wall outside of the
formal cemetery area, three species of hawkweed (Hieracium spp.), including H. sabaudum and H. v are
present alongside a strong colony of Intermediate Polypody (Polypodium interjectum).

Site Selection Rationale
The site represents a significant block of unimproved acid grassland that supports populations of several
species indicative of habitat quality.
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Priority Habitats
Lowland Dry Acid Grassland.

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich with public access during opening hours.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues
Grassland management is not optimal for the maintenance of all plant species populations or communities,
with a tendency towards the dominance of coarser grass species.

Changes
Previously GrBII03. No boundary change.
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Site Description

This site includes the original Woolwich Cemetery opened in 1856 and the extension to the east that was
opened in 1885, together with Rockliffe Gardens, a formal garden created in the 1930s in an old brick works
between the two cemeteries. Both cemeteries include acidic grassland communities, reflecting their
underlying sand and gravel geology.

Woolwich Old Cemetery slopes down to the north and supports a good diversity of grasses species reflecting
a lack of agricultural improvement, including Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), Red Fescue (Festuca rubra),
Yellow Oat-grass (Trisetum flavescens), Sweet Vernal Grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum) and Yorkshire-fog
(Holcus lanatus). Al so present a r Bumé&haecwgelta)s MuSkovtallowe (MalMa moschata),
Common -Bottredod @otus corniculatus), Mouse-ear Hawkweed (Pilosella officinarum), Common
C a t-e@rs(Hypochaeris radicata), Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum
vulgare), Common Vetch (Vicia sativa), Creeping Cinquefoil (Potentilla reptans) and Yarrow (Achillea
millefolium).

The newer cemetery to the east is situated on a plateau and includes more areas of open grassland not yet

used for burials. Thegrasslandc onsi st s of Common Bent, Sweal(Phledma

bertolonii), and Rough Meadow-grass (Poa trivialis), but with a high frequency of False Oat-grass

(Arrhenatherumelatius) i n pl aces. Ot her species pr esent-footn
trefoil, Mouse-ear Hawkweed, Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus acris) , Co mmoear, £rad dtsh H
beard (Crepis capillaris), Red Clover (Trifolium pratense), Hawkweed Oxtongue (Picris hieracioides), Yarrow

and Prickly Sedge (Carex muricata ssp. pairae). More open patches of grasslandi ncl ude She
Thyme-leaved Sandwort (Arenaria serpyllifolia) and Squirreltail Fescue (Vulpia bromoides).

Although it was created in a very formal style, a period of neglect lends parts of Rockcliffe Gardens with a
semi-natural, wooded feel with a large number of mature trees including Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur)
and Wild Cherry (Prunus avium). Shaded areas support Male Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas), False Brome
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(Brachypodium sylvaticum), Wood Avens (Geum urbanum), Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata) and Bramble
(Rubus fruticosus). The vegetation in the pond and its margins includes Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus
flammula), Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga), Creeping Bent (Agrostis stolonifera), Reed Sweet-grass
(Glyceria gigantea), Soft-rush (Juncus effusus) and Inland Club-rush (Bolboschoenus laticarpus).

Site Selection Rationale
The two cemeteries provide a significant area of acid grassland

Priority Habitats
Lowland Dry Acid Grassland

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich and is accessible to the public.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues

The cemeteries are not managed for nature conservation outcomes, although patch cutting in the newer
cemetery is effective in maintaining a more open sward in places. The majority of grassland on both sites is
becoming dominated by coarse grasses, particularly False Oat-grass.

Changes
Previously GrBII11. No boundary change.
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Site reference: GrBI21 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ411748
Site name: Sutcliffe Park Flood Alleviation Scheme Site area: 11.4ha
Boundary Map

GiBIl12 GrL25

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence humber LA100019602

Site Description

This site was originally known as Harrow Meadow, part of the original floodplain of the River Quaggy, this
section of which was culverted in the 1930s to manage flooding. A formal park was opened in 1937, which
was replaced with the athletics track in the 1950s. The remainder of the park was the subject of a flood
alleviation project at the end of the 20™ Century that restored the River Quaggy to a natural form while creating
a series of wetland features to manage high flows.

The river banks are now natural, although largely shaded by willows (Salix spp.), with connections to adjacent
smaller pools and a large main lake. Along the banks can be found Pendulous Sedge (Carex pendula),
Common Reed (Phragmites australis), Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum), Reed Canary-grass (Phalaris
arundinacea), Hemlock Water-dropwort (Oenanthe crocata), Water-pepper (Persicaria hydropiper), Tufted
Hair-grass (Deschampsia cespitosa), Redshank (Persicaria maculosa), Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga)
and Water Forget-me-not (Myosotis scorpioides). The lake has a fringe of Common Reed and is used by a
range of waterfowl including Little Grebe, Tufted Duck and Mute Swan.

Lower-lying grassland near the river channel is composed of Creeping Bent (Agrostis stolonifera) and
Meadow Barley (Hordeum secalinum) with Water Mint (Mentha aquatica) and Purple-loosestrife (Lythrum
salicaria).

The grassland across the wider site is quite rank, but with a good diversity of grasses, including species such
as False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius), Meadow Foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis), Perennial Rye-grass
(Lolium perenne), C o ¢ KobtgDactylis glomerata), Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), Sweet Vernal Grass
(Anthoxanthum odoratum), Cr e s t e dtail QQyrpgums cristatus), Sma | | e +ail (Bldeund Isertolonii),
Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus), Smooth Brome (Bromus racemosus) and meadow-grass (Poa sp.). Other
species include Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra) , Lady 6 sGabundesum), @eovmrmo n -B
foot-trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Wild Carrot (Daucus carota), Red Clover (Trifolium pratense) , G-beartd
(Tragopogon pratensis), Cut-l e av e d -Wilr (&eramitns dissectum), Creeping Cinquefoil (Potentilla
reptans) and Hawkweed oxtongue (Picris hieracioides).
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The park also includes a large number of mature trees, with Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) prominent, and some
more recently planted younger ones.

Site Selection Rationale

This is one of the few sections of river in the Borough that has a natural setting, albeit one that was restored
fairly recently. The associated wetland habitats, together with associated semi-natural habitats, creates a
real focus for biodiversity in an otherwise developed area.

Priority Habitats
Reedbeds

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich as a public open space.

Condition Statement
Moderate to good, stable.

Management Issues

The rive channel has become heavily shaded, which has a negative impact on the diversity and abundance
of plant species in its aquatic and marginal communities. The high nutrient status of the water in the river is
apparent by the presence of dense Common Nettle (Urtica dioica) beds, although they provide some benefit
to biodiversity. The siteds grassland would benefit fro
encourage floristic abundance and reduce the prominence of negative indicator species such as Common
Couch (Elytrigia repens), Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense) and the non-native Canadian Goldenrod
(Solidago canadensis).

Changes
Previously GrBII20. Additional grassland and parkland habitat added.
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Site reference: GrBI22

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ42674

Site area: 1.4ha

Site name: St John the Baptist Churchyard, Eltham

Boundary Map
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description

This old churchyard has a history of management for nature conservation and represents a fragment of
unimproved acid grassland, having escaped agricultural improvement during its long history as a religious
site.

The grassland is diverse, consisting of Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), Sweet Vernal Grass
(Anthoxanthum odoratum) S ma | Hadl r(PhleDra tbdrtslonii) and Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus),
although it is increasingly being dominated by False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) ,  C-foot kDacsylis
glomerata), Common Couch (Elytrigia repens) and Tall Fescue (Schedonorus arundinacea). Also present
are Sheep®anexSoetosekn), Cqg mmo n -Bottredod @otus corniculatus) Ladybs
(Galium verum), Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Common
C a t-edrqHypochaeris radicata), Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea (Lathyrus latifolius), Common Vetch (Vicia
sativa), Germander Speedwell (Veronica chamaedrys), Hairy Sedge (Carex hirta) and Spiked Sedge (Carex
spicata).

Woody species include Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Holly (llex
aquifolium), Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) and Common Ivy (Hedera helix), with dense Bramble scrub,
particularly in the western section.

Site Selection Rationale
The site represents a surviving fragment of unimproved acid grassland, a Priority habitat, in the centre of
Eltham.

Priority Habitats
Lowland Dry Acid Grassland
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Ownership and Access
The site is owned by the Diocese of Southwark and is open to public access.

Condition Statement
Poor, declining

Management Issues
There is no evidence of any positive conservation management in recent years, with scrub and coarse
grasses beginning to dominate the churchyard, especially the western section.

Changes
Previously GrLO1. The western part of the churchyard, which shares the acid grassland character of the
eastern area, is added.
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Site reference: GrBII01 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ425781
Site name: Repository Wood Site area: 8.2ha
Boundary Map
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description

This is an area of secondary woodland that has developed on the military training ground (Repository)
associated with the Royal Artillery Barracks, repeatedly adapted and reshaped since the end of the 18"
Century. The area may have been connected to Hanging Wood originally, but apart from occasional mature
Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) there has been no continuity of woodland cover in the intervening time.

The canopy consists of Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), Pedunculate Oak and Sweet Chestnut (Castanea
sativa), with other species including Silver Birch (Betula pendula), Holm Oak (Quercus ilex) and Yew (Taxus
baccata). The ground flora is reported to include Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) and Wood Anemone
(Anemone nemorosa).

Site Selection Rationale
This is a sizeable area of secondary woodland that forms part of a chain of SINCs from the River Thames in
the northwest to Shooters Hill in the southeast.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned by the Defence Infrastructure Organisation and there is no public access.

Condition Statement
Unknown

Management Issues
Unknown
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Changes
Charlton Cemetery is separated out as GrBI18. Boundary re-mapped.
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Site reference: GrBII06 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ462795
Site name: The Ridgeway in Greenwich Site area: 10.9ha

Boundary Map
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Site Description

This site consists of the raised bank covering the Southern Outfall Sewerf r om Pl umst ead
boundary with the London Borough of Bexley to the east, where it continues to the sewage works and outfall
at Crossness. The bank supports a small amount of young secondary woodland but mostly a mosaic of
scrub and open grassland.

The woodland component consists of Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) and Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) with
Elder (Sambucus nigra), False-acacia (Robinia pseudoacacia) and Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.).

The scrub is varied, featuring Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna),
Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), Sycamore, Elder, Wild Cherry (Prunus avium), rose (Rosa agg.), Bullace
(Prunus domestica) and Cherry Plum (Prunus cerasifera) with extensive patches of Bramble. Large
Bindweed (Calystegia silvatica) and the non-native Russian-vine (Fallopia baldschuanica) and Grape-vine
(Vitis vinifera) sprawl through the scrub in places.

More open areas generally support tall ruderal communities with species such as Hoary Mustard
(Hirschfeldia incana), Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), Fennel (Foeniculum vulgare), Teasel (Dipsacus
fullonum), Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium), Common Nettle (Urtica dioica), Common Ragwort (Jacobaea
vulgaris), Black Mustard (Brassica nigra), Great Lettuce (Lactuca virosa), Black Horehound (Ballota nigra),
and thistles (Cirsium spp.) together with non-native species such as Greek Dock (Rumex cristatus) and
G 0 a frué &Galega officinalis).

Path edges and rough grassland areas are generally dominated by False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius)
and C dootk (Dactylis glomerata) with Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Oxeye Daisy
(Leucanthemum vulgare), Wild Carrot (Daucus carota), Per f or at e-wo8 (Hypéricumrpérferatum),
Welted Thistle (Carduus crispus), Hawkweed Oxtongue (Picris hieracioides) and Broad-leaved Everlasting-
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pea (Lathyrus latifolius). A ditch on the northern side of the bank in its eastern half supports a dense stand
of Common Reed (Phragmites australis).

Site Selection Rationale

The site constitutes a large block of semi-natural habitat in a linear form that provides ecological connectivity
in an otherwise developed part of the Borough, with that connection extending beyond the boundary to areas
of higher habitat quality. It also provides accessibility to natural resources for the local community.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The bank is owned by Thames Water and supports a permissive right of way providing public access
throughout.

Condition Statement
Moderate, declining

Management Issues

Although the habitats present have biodiversity value, an absence of active management, apart from keeping
the footpath open, means that there is now a lack of open habitats at the expense of scrub and tall ruderal
stands. Stands of the invasive non-native Japanese Knotweed (Reynoutria japonica) are present.

Changes
Minor additions through remapping of boundaries
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Site reference: GrBII07 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ416790
Site name: Eastmoor Street Park Site area; 1.5ha
Boundary Map

Mo31
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description

This small park, also known as Barrier Gardens, was landscaped during the 1980s after falling derelict from
its previous housing and factory uses. It provides some connectivity between Maryon Park (part of GrBI0O5)
to the south and the river, as well as supporting semi-natural elements.

Some of the grassland i including some that is mown for amenity purposes i shows species more typical of
coastal grazing marsh including Strawberry Clover (Trifolium fragiferum), Knotted Hedge-parsley (Torilis
nodosa) and Wild Carrot (Daucus carota).

Sown wildflower grassland on a raised bank includes Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra) , L ¢
Bedstraw (Galium verum), Field Scabious (Knautia arvensis), Salad Burnet (Poterium sanguisorba),
Commo n -Bottralod (botus corniculatus), Per f or at ewo (Hypdrioummeaferatum), Common
Vetch (Vicia sativa), Wild Onion (Allium vineale), Common Sorrel (Rumex acetosa), Hawkweed Oxtongue
(Picris hieracioides), Hp Trefoil (Trifolium campestre), Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) and Red Clover (Trifolium
pratense) . Gantc(Radtglis glomerata) and False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) are the most
common ¢gr asses, -auPhle®nbartolbni) is al<® preséns.

The southern section of the park supports more trees and shrubs including Pedunculate Oak (Quercus
robur), Hazel (Corylus avellana) and some very large poplars (Populus sp.).

Site Selection Rationale
This is a small site, but one that provides access to natural green infrastructure to the local community and
improves ecological connectivity, while supporting species and habitats of some biodiversity value.

Priority Habitats
None
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Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich as a public open space.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable.

Management Issues
The dominance of coarser grasses in the grassland suggests that current management pressure is
insufficient, which will have a cumulative impact on its condition.

Changes
Boundary re-mapped to remove built up sections.
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Site reference: GrBII08 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ451794
Site name: Belmarsh Ditches Site area; 1.2ha

Boundary Map
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description
This site consists of the remains of ditches and bankside grassland from the grazing marsh of Plumstead
Marshes that was here before it became part of the Royal Woolwich Arsenal and subsequently Belmarsh
and Thameside Prisons. There is some doubt over the continuity of these features over the years and their
current condition.

The ditches are reported to support emergent vegetation that includes Common Reed (Phragmites australis),
Bulrush (Typha latifolia) and Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum). Water Voles are also believed to be
present, although the remaining length of wet ditch seems too small to support a thriving population.

The bankside grassland shows a chalk grassland influence that may result from the importation of materials,
and the species understood to be present include Musk Mallow (Malva moschata), Wild Marjoram (Origanum
vulgare) and Wild Basil (Clinopodium vulgare). The grazing marsh species Knotted Hedge-parsley (Torilis
nodosa) is also reported.

Site Selection Rationale
This site may represent a surviving fragment of the original grazing marsh habitat and records suggest that
important species populations may be present.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned by HM Prisons and there is no public access.

Condition Statement
Unknown
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Management Issues

The site has been affected by redevelopment of the prison facilities over the last 20 or more years, with some
ditch sections being lost completely and so the current status of the habitats and their management is
unknown.

Changes
Ditch sections lost during re-development of the prisons have been removed.
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Site reference: GrBII09
Site name: Deansfield

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ439757
Site area: 2.7ha

Boundary Map
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description

This site, part of the Shooters Hill complex of SINCs, has long been parkland, consisting of open grassland
connected to GrBI16 Oxleas Meadow prior to the construction of Rochester Way in the 1920s. It was used
as a recreation ground for a time, and a square of hardstanding remains on site, although now covered by
vegetation. The site includes the roadside bank on the northern edge.

The small area of remaining open grassland includes Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), Meadow Barley
(Hordeum secalinum), Meadow Foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis), Red Fescue (Festucarubra) , S mal
tail (Phleum bertolonii) and Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus) with Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra),
Lady 6s Be@daiuwntveruan)y Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare),  C o mmo nfooBtiefoildLdtas
corniculatus), Hoary Ragwort (Jacobaea erucifolia), Tufted Vetch (Vicia cracca) and a Michaelmas-daisy
(Symphyotrichum sp.). Zigzag Clover (Trifolium medium) has been recorded in the past.

The scrub woodland consists of Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Sessile Oak (Quercus petraea), Ash
(Fraxinus excelsior), Sweet Chestnut (Castanea sativa), Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), Hawthorn
(Crataegus monogyna), Apple (Malus sp.) and Elder (Sambucus nigra).

The bank on the northern edge of the site, the cutting in which Rochester Way sits, is a mosaic of open
grassland and scrub and probably reflects the diversity previously shown in the main part of the site. Species
include Yellow Oat-grass (Trisetum flavescens), Common Knapweed, Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria),
Ladybés Bedstr aw, LMeagdpoaiensis)dioaryiRagwartgCoroimon Vetch (Vicia sativa) and
Ro ugh Himeavk(Orspis biennis).

Site Selection Rationale
The site is within a complex of SINCs and surrounded by mature woodland, to which it provides added value,
even if as scrub rather than grassland.
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Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned by Royal Borough of Greenwich with open access to the public.

Condition Statement
Poor, declining

Management Issues
Urgent action is needed to prevent the underlying unimproved grassland habitat being permanently lost to
scrub and woodland. The roadside bank also needs management to prevent the spread of scrub.

Changes
Roadside bank added.
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Site reference: GrBII10
Site name: Eltham Park North

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ437753
Site area: 6.3ha

Boundary Map
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Site Description

This park supports areas of acidic-neutral meadow grassland with scattered trees and shrubs in places and
an artificial pond. It forms part of the Shooters Hill cluster of SINCs and sits within the SSSI woodland of
Shepherdleas Wood.

The open grassland has a s wataldCynosuaug cristatus), ICantners Ber®
(Agrostis capillaris), Sweet Vernal Grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), Red Fescue (Festuca rubra), Smaller
C a t-tdil {Phleum bertolonii), Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus) and -foa (Dactyls glomerata). Also
present are Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Field Scabious (Knautia arvensis) , C o mmo-foot-F
trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Autumn Hawkbit (Scorzoneroides autumnalis), Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria
graminea), Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus acris), G o a théarsl (Tragopogon pratensis), Hairy Sedge
(Carex hirta), Zigzag Clover (Trifolium medium) and Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus minor), although the last
named may have been recently sown.

Long Pond is fringed by Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum), Gipsywort (Lycopus europaeus), Wood Dock
(Rumex sanguineus), Amphibious Bistort (Persicaria amphibia), and Pendulous Sedge (Carex pendula),
while the grassland on its banks includes Meadow Barley (Hordeum secalinum), Selfheal (Prunella vulgaris)
and a Michaelmas-daisy (Symphyotrichum sp.).

Site Selection Rationale

The grassland on the site shows no evidence of systematic agricultural improvement, although it has
relatively low floristic diversity and abundance. Overall, the site provides important diversity within a generally
wooded landscape.

Priority Habitats
None
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Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich as a public open space.

Condition Statement
Good, stable.

Management Issues
Grassland management could be tweaked to further improve biodiversity. Non-native terrapins are present
in the pond.

Changes
No change.
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Site reference: GrBII12 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ
Site name: Quaggy River at Blackheath Park Site area: ha

Boundary Map

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description

This site consists of the section of the Quaggy River between Lee Green and Kidbrooke Park Road, which
more or less still follows its original course. The corridor of semi-natural habitat along the channel provides
an important connectivity function. A small flood storage area towards the western end of the channel is
included.

The banks are almost entirely shaded by Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), willows
(Salix spp.), White Poplar (Populus alba), Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), elm (Ulmus sp.), Horse
Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) and Elder (Sambucus nigra).

There is little vegetation in the channel or on the banks, those species present including Hemlock Water-
dropwort (Oenanthe crocata), False Brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum), Pendulous Sedge (Carex pendula),
Wood Avens (Geum urbanum) and Bramble (Rubus fruticosus).

Site Selection Rationale
Although lacking in species diversity and strong vegetation communities, the site provides an important
ecological link in a part of the Borough that is otherwise lacking semi-natural habitats.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is in private ownership with no public access, but the channel can be viewed at the road crossings
on Kidbrooke Park Road and Meadowcourt Road.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable
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Management Issues

Shading of the banks limits the diversity of aquatic and marginal vegetation and also affects the suitability of
the channel for animal species. Creating some open sections along the watercourse would improve
biodiversity.

Changes
Boundaries re-mapped.
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Site reference: GrBII13

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ431733

Site area; 21.6ha

Site name: Royal Blackheath Golf Course South

Boundary Map
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Site Description
The golf course occupies what was previously parkland associated with Eltham Lodge, suggesting a long
continuity of habitat without agricultural influence.

There is a lack of survey information, but the course has an open aspect with groups of mature trees
interspersed with grassland, which away from the fairways appears to support species associated with acidic-
neutral communities, including Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris) and Red Fescue (Festuca rubra).

Site Selection Rationale
The site serves as an extension to the northern part of the course, which is designated as a Metropolitan
SINC for the population of Great Crested Newts it supports.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is in private ownership with no public access.

Condition Statement
Good, stable

Management Issues
A lack of survey information prevents the identification of any issues, although there is clearly tension
between management for biodiversity and the operation of a golf course.

Changes
No change.
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Site reference: GrBll14
Site name: Hawksmoor Park

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ465805
Site area: 3.3ha

Boundary Map
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
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Site Description

This park was created as part of the Thamesmead redevelopment and includes some features that remain
from the time of the Royal Woolwich Arsenal, include firing range walls and the moat that surrounded one of
the munitions storage tumps. The habitats present include an area of young woodland, sown wildflower
grassland, scrub and canals that link it to GrBI02 Tump 53 and GrB111 Twin Tumps and Thamesmere.

The woodland, known as Butts Wood consists of Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus),
Silver Birch (Betula pendula), Aspen (Populus tremula) and poplar (Populus sp.) with an understorey of
Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Holly (llex aquifolium), Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea) and Elder
(Sambucus nigra). The ground flora is typical of young secondary woodland, and includes Cow Parsley
(Anthriscus sylvatica), Common lvy (Hedera helix), Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum), Garlic Mustard
(Alliaria petiolata), Black Horehound (Ballota nigra), Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) and Common Nettle
(Urtica dioica).

The wildflower grassland, on a low mound, includes Timothy (Phleum pratense), Creeping Bent (Agrostis
stolonifera), False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) and Common Couch (Elytrigia repens) with Oxeye
Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Co mmo n -Bot-tredod (kotus corniculatus) and Cut-l e av e d -kl
(Geranium dissectum) as well as the cornfield annuals Common Poppy (Papaver rhoeas) and Corn Marigold
(Glebionis segetum). Knotted Hedge-parsley (Torilis nodosa) is also present and is unlikely to have been
sown, but it is associated with the coastal grazing marsh on which the Arsenal was developed.

The dense stands of scrub are made up of Hawthorn, Elder, Wild Cherry (Prunus avium), lime (Tilia sp.) and
Bramble.

Fringes of Common Reed (Phragmites australis) and Greater Pond-sedge (Carex riparia) line the canal in
places, with Hemlock Water-dropwort (Oenanthe crocata).
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Site Selection Rationale
The site consists of recent habitats, but they are important for biodiversity in a local context, set within a
heavily developed part of the Borough. The site also has good connectivity via the waterways that it contains.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is believed to be owned and managed by Peabody.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues

The wildflower grassland contains a number of negative indicators, including thistles (Cirsium spp.) and a
high frequency of False Oat-grass and Common Couch. Additional management pressure is needed to
improve its condition. Scrub patches are generally dense and lack structure. The canal is choked with
Floating Pennywort (Hydrocotyle ranunculoides), which has reduced its diversity.

Changes
Boundaries re-mapped. Name changed from incorrect Gallions Reach Park.
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Site reference: GrBIlI22 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ440740
Site name: Avery Hill Fields Site area: 19.4ha
Boundary Map

GPo1

GrBI03

Mo42 Avery Hill

| 4 B omiz ;:",'}'

ah \.
Mo70 \ \ = K
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Site Description

The site is made up of a series of old and new meadows of varying character and biodiversity value on the
south slope of an outcrop of sand and gravel, including Avery Hill Park, which is derived from old, landscaped
parkland. The grassland Metropolitan SINC MO42 Pippenhall Meadows is adjacent to the north, and the site
features some old and prominent hedgerows.

The grassland is acidic-neutral in character although generally low in species diversity, which is likely to be
the result of unfavourable management regimes over many years, mostly through use as sports pitches.
The areas included within the SINC do not appear to have ever been reseeded with harder wearing grasses
and so represent species-poor unimproved grassland.

Typical species include Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), Sweet Vernal Grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum),
Smal | e ftail @laeurd Bertolonii) and Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus) with Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria
graminea), Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) and Creeping Cinquefoil (Potentilla reptans) amongst the only
flowering species.

An area of seeded wildflower grassland within Avery Hill Park includes Common Knapweed (Centaurea
nigra), Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Wild Carrot (Daucus carota) , Co mmo +ear
(Hypochaeris radicata) and Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus minor) together with some species that are not
appropriate to the area, such as Musk Mallow (Malva moschata) and species of Eryngo.

The hedges are tall and broad with associated ditches and consist of species including Pedunculate Oak
(Quercus robur), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Field Maple (Acer campestre), Cherry Plum (Prunus cerasifera),
Whitebeam (Sorbus aria), Holly (llex aquifolium), Norway Maple (Acer platanoides), lime (Tilia sp.), Sallow
(Salix cinerea) and Holm Oak (Quercus ilex).

Site Selection Rationale
The site includes some important ecological features, both hedgerows and grassland, with considerable
potential for enhancement.
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Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is in various ownership, but includes land managed by Royal Borough Greenwich as public open
space, with a good network of public rights of way through other areas.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues
Consistent and appropriate grassland management would result in an improvement in the quality and
condition of the grassland. There is currently a balance between public amenity and nature conservation.

Changes
Previously GrBI0O8. Intensively managed sports pitches and associated facilities have been removed. Less
intensively managed grassland habitat in Avery Hill Park added.
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description

This small area of secondary woodland, established and persisting as a result of the steep scarp slope that
it occupies, is isolated by surrounding development. It marks the site of a sand pit excavated into the valley
slope of the River Thames.

The woodland canopy is largely composed of Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) with some Ash (Fraxinus
excelsior) and Norway Maple (Acer platanoides), and an understorey that includes Hawthorn (Crataegus
monogyna), Wild Cherry (Prunus avium), Holm Oak (Quercus ilex), Holly (llex aquifolium) and Elder
(Sambucus nigra).

Much of the ground flora is dominated by Common Ivy (Hedera helix) and Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.),
but also present are some Wood Avens (Geum urbanum), Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) and Herb
Robert (Geranium robertianum). Other woodland species present are likely to have been introduced in more
recent times.

Site Selection Rationale
The site represents urban woodland in an area where there is very little and so, despite the dominance of
non-native species, it provides a degree of value for local biodiversity.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is understood to be owned by the Blackheath Society and is managed by the Friends of Westcombe
Woodlands, but there is no public access at the present time.
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Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues
Parts of the wood still have a dense canopy and a lack of structural diversity.

Changes
Previously GrL10. Additional connected woodland habitat added.
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Site reference: GrBlI24 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ433768
Site name: Eaglesfield Wood Site area: 2.5ha
Boundary Map
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Site Description

This small secondary woodland is part of the Shooters Hill Sixth Form College grounds, and the majority has
only existed as woodland from the mid-20" Century. The oldest section is in the southeast, which formed
part of the garden of a house called The Rookery (or The Grove) from the 18" Century.

Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) is the dominant species in the canopy, with Pedunculate Oak (Quercus
robur), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum), lime (Tilia sp.), elm (Ulmus sp.),
Holly (llex aquifolium), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and Elder (Sambucus nigra) also present.

The ground flora is poorly recorded, but Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) and Bramble (Rubus fruticosus
agg.) are known to be present.

There is a pond within the woodland that is reported to support Common Frog and Smooth Newt.

Site Selection Rationale

Although largely recent in origin, the woodland has matured and will benefit from the proximity of the Ancient
Shooters Hill woodlands. The site has particular value to those people resident in the immediately
surrounding area.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is part of the Shooters Hill Sixth Form College and there is no public access, but it can be viewed
from the adjacent roads, particularly Constitution Rise.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues
There is no obvious evidence of positive management taking place, which will lead to a decline in value over
time. The Sycamore dominated canopy will prevent the development of a diverse ground flora.
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Changes
Previously GrL17. No boundary change.
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Site reference: GrL03 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ441780
Site name: The Oaks, Plumstead Site area: 0.6ha

Boundary Map

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description

This site consists of groups of old, mature trees on the steep slopes of dry valley at the top of the Thames
Valley slope. Although there may have been woodland historically, they represent the remains of 19" Century
gardens, primarily from a house that was known as The Oaks.

In addition to the Sessile Oak (Quercus petraea) that give the site its name, there are Horse Chestnut
(Aesculus hippocastanum), London Plane (Platanus occidentalis x orientalis), lime (Tilia sp.), Sycamore
(Acer pseudoplatanus) and False-acacia (Robinia pseudoacacia). There is an understorey of Wild Cherry
(Prunus avium), Holly (llex aquifolium) and Elder (Sambucus nigra) and the ground flora is limited to Bluebell
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Wood Avens (Geum urbanum) and Common lvy (Hedera helix).

Site Selection Rationale

Although something of a historical curiosity, mature oaks have an inherent biodiversity value, although this
is limited by the densely urban surroundings. The site provides beneficial access to natural greenspace for
the local community.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
Ownership is unknown, but there is open public access.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable.

Management Issues
Maintaining a continuity of habitat as the trees age will be a challenge.

Changes
Remapped to remove land lost to development on the east side.
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Site reference: GrL05

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ437729

Site name: Southwood Recreation Ground, New Eltham | Site area: 2.4ha

Boundary Map
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Site Description

This site became a cricket ground at the end of the 19" Century, as the settlement of New Eltham was
established, although it has not seen regular use as a sports pitch in recent years and now appears to be
managed for grassland habitat.

The sward has an acidic-neutral character featuring Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), Sweet Vernal Grass
(Anthoxanthum odoratum) S ma | {tad (PhleGna bedotonii) and Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus) with
Commo n -BotTrdfdil §Lotus corniculatus), Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Lesser Stitchwort
(Stellaria graminea), a n d C o mm o-ear (lAypdchiaeris radicata).

Fringing woodland includes Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), elm
(Ulmus), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), willows (Salix sp.) and Bramble (Rubus fruticosus).

Site Selection Rationale

This is a modest area of grassland that seems to have escaped agricultural improvement through its use for
recreation and, although its floristic diversity is low, it has the potential to be enhanced through consistent,
positive management.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich as a public open space.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues
Aspen is spreading into the grassland from the southern edge by suckering.

Changes
Extended to include additional woodland habitat.




Client: Report title: =
Royal Borough of Greenwich Royal Borough of Greenwich SINC Register 2024

Site reference: GrL09 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ427732
Site name: The Tarn Site area: 3.6ha
Boundary Map
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Site Description
This small, formal garden was once part of the gardens of Eltham Lodge and features a large lake and an
area of secondary woodland.

The woodland includes Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Beech (Fagus sylvatica),
London Plane (Platanus occidentalis x orientalis), pine (Pinus sp.), poplar (Populus sp.), Wild Cherry (Prunus
avium), False-acacia (Robinia pseudoacacia), Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), birch (Betula sp.), elm (Ulmus
sp.), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and Holly (llex aquifolium). The limited ground flora is dominated by
Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.), Common lvy (Hedera helix) and Male Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas).

The lake banks are largely shaded by willows (Salix sp.) and other trees and shrubs, and so marginal
vegetation is limited to patches of Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus) and Pendulous Sedge (Carex pendula) on
the banks.

Site Selection Rationale
There is clear biodiversity value in the mosaic of habitats present, although none is particularly natural or of
intrinsic value individually.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich as a public open space.

Condition Statement
Poor, declining

Management Issues
In addition to shading of the banks, the large waterfowl population is having a negative effect on water quality
such that the value off the lake has declined from previous reviews, when a more divers marginal vegetation
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was noted. The woodland does not appear to be actively managed at present, but the gradual removal of
non-native species would improve its wildlife value as well as introducing structural diversity.

Changes
No change.




Client:
Royal Borough of Greenwich

Report title:
Royal Borough of Greenwich SINC Register 2024

\ 4

Site reference: GrL19

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ429768

Site area; 2.2ha

Site name: Academy Place Orchard
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Site Description

This site once an open and waterlogged part of Woolwich Common, but in the mid-19" Century, separated
from the common by Academy Road, it became k nown as Jac o bvarpus Gses inclading as i
allotments. In the early 20" Century, it was drained and levelled to become playing fields for the Royal
Military Academy. At some point after the Second Word War, presumably in the 1960s when the housing
to the north was constructed, the site was abandoned and the mix of grassland, scrub and secondary
woodland has developed since.

The eastern edge of the site, adjacent to the remaining open fields supports rough grassland dominated by
False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum) and C o ¢ KodtgDactylis glomerata) with Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus),
Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), Creeping Bent (Agrostis stolonifera) and S ma-taill (BhleumG
bertolonii). Other grassland species include Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Meadow Vetchling
(Lathyrus pratensis), Hairy Tare (Ervilia hirsuta), Common Vetch (Vicia sativa) and Creeping Cinquefoll
(Potentilla reptans) alongside tall ruderal species such as Rosebay Willowherb (Chamaenerion
angustifolium), Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense) and Common Nettle
(Urtica dioica).

To the west, a lower area is dominated by scrub, with some open areas of rank, tussocky grassland with ant
hills. The grassland component is similar, with the addition of Tufted Hair-grass (Deschampsia cespitosa),
Meadow Foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis), Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus acris), Cut-l eav e d -Gl
(Geranium dissectum), Smooth Tare (Ervum tetraspermum) and Hoary Ragwort (Jacobaea erucifolia).
There is Apple (Malus domestica) here and this may be the area where it is reported that an orchard was
more recently planted.

Throughout, there is scattered scrub and young trees including Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Wild
Cherry (Prunus avium), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), London Plane (Platanus occidentalis x orientalis), Hawthorn
(Crataegus monogyna), Prunus, and Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.).

At the northern end of the site there is more established woodland of scrubby Pedunculate Oak, Ash and
pollarded poplars (Populus sp.) with a dense understory of Bramble and Elder (Sambucus nigra). The ground
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flora here includes Wood Avens (Geum urbanum), Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum) and Remote Sedge
(Carex remota).

Site Selection Rationale

The site does not support any habitats of high quality, or in good condition, but there are semi-natural
elements that suggest that there is significant potential for enhancement if appropriate management is put in
place.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
Ownership is unknown. There is no public right of way, but access is effectively open to the public.

Condition Statement
Moderate, declining

Management Issues
Open grassland is being lost to encroaching scrub and what is left is dominated by coarse grasses and
negative indicators.

Change
Covered reservoir with modified grassland at southern end removed. Woodland and rough grassland added.
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Site reference: GrL20 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ401776
Site name: Mycenae House Gardens Site area: 1.2ha
Boundary Map
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Site Description

This is the remaining part of the gardens of a property called Woodlands, built towards the end of the 18"
Century and occupied by the same family until much of the land was sold off for Victorian housing
development.

The main garden area is well wooded with Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus), Norway Maple (Acer platanoides), lime (Tilia sp.), Beech (Fagus sylvatica), London Plane
(Platanus occidentalis x orientalis), Holm Oak (Quercus ilex) and a range of conifers. Some of these trees
area considerable age. Shrubs include Holly (llex aquifolium), elm (Ulmus sp.), Hawthorn (Crataegus
monogyna), Field Maple (Acer campestre), Crab Apple (Malus sylvestris) and False-acacia (Robinia
pseudoacacia). The limited native species in the ground flora include Common Ivy (Hedera helix), Wood
Avens (Geum urbanum) and Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.).

To the north is an area known as The Dell consists of Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), lime, London Plane, Beech
and poplars (Populus sp.) with Holly and Elder in the understorey and a more diverse ground flora that
i ncl udes miglashaae(Cireaeadlstetiana), Wood Avens, Wood Dock (Rumex sanguineus), Herb
Robert (Geranium robertianum), Lords-and-Ladies (Arum maculatum) and Common Ivy, with Green Alkanet
(Pentaglottis sempervirens) and a range of other non-native species.

Site Selection Rationale
Although the communities present are not entirely natural, the site represents a block of habitat in an
otherwise developed area and is a focus for local biodiversity.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The land is owned by Royal Borough of Greenwich and is accessible to the public with some restrictions.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable
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Management Issues
The northern woodland area is dense with little ground flora and would benefit from active management.

Changes
No change.
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Site reference: GrL21 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ444780
Site name: Plumstead Common Nature Reserve Site area; 1.3ha
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Site Description

This site comprises a wooded dell at the head of a dry valley at the top of the River Thames valley slope and
an adjoining area of acidic grassland at the western end of Plumstead Common where mowing appears to
have been relaxed in recent years.

The dell supports a canopy of mature Sessile Oak (Quercus robur), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Sycamore
(Acer pseudoplatanus), London Plane (Platanus occidentalis x orientalis) and False-acacia (Robinia
pseudoacacia) with an understorey of Field Maple (Acer campestre), Hazel (Corylus avellana), Holly (llex
aquifolium), Elder (Sambucus nigra), Norway Maple (Acer platanoides) and Holm Oak (Quercus ilex).

The ground flora includes Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Wood Dock (Rumex sanguineus), Herb
Robert (Geranium robertianum), Wood Avens (Geum urbanum), Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata), Common
Ivy (Hedera helix), Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) and Common Nettle (Urtica dioica).

The adjacent area of grassland is acidic in character, dominated by Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris),
although lacking in species diversity. It contains scattered Gorse (Ulex europaeus) and Bramble scrub.

Site Selection Rationale
There is nothing to suggest that this is an Ancient Woodland site, but it nonetheless constitutes semi-natural
woodland in an otherwise developed setting.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich with open public access.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable
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Management Issues
There is no evidence of any recent management for nature conservation outcomes. Measures to naturalise

the site by the removal of some non-native species would be a benefit in itself and would also allow the
canopy to be thinned allowing more light to reach ground level.

Changes
Acid grassland to east added.
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Site reference: GrL22 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ464772
Site name: East Wickham Open Space Site area: 0.1lha
Boundary Map
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Site Description

This site is the very small part of East Wickham Open Space that falls within the Borough, with the vast
majority situated over the border in London Borough of Bexley. It follows the course of the channel of the
Wogebourne, although there is no remaining signs of any watercourse.

It consists of an overgrown bank of Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) with Common Nettle (Urtica dioica) and
Large Bindweed (Calystegia silvatica).

Site Selection Rationale
This site is included for its contribution to the greater whole of the East Wickham Open Space.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
It is assumed that the site is owned by London Borough of Bexley.

Condition Statement
Poor, declining

Management Issues
Although making a contribution as part of the wider open space, the dominance of Bramble affects the value
of the habitat present in this strip.

Changes
No change.
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Site Description
This site consists of the less formal parts of the garden, which was created in Victorian times for a house that
is no longer present.

The water features are probably the most significant elements for biodiversity, consisting of a moat, a stream
corridor and a semi-formal pond. The moat contains Rigid Hornwort (Ceratophyllum demersum) and has
stands of emergent Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus) and Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum).

The stream corridor combines marginal vegetation with grassy margins consisting of Yorkshire-fog (Holcus
lanatus), Creeping Bent (Agrostis stolonifera) and False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) with Common
Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Common Vetch (Vicia sativa), Wood Dock (Rumex sanguineus), Ground-elder
(Aegopodium podagraria) and Small-flowered Willowherb (Epilobium parviflorum). The marginal vegetation
includes Yellow Loosestrife (Lysimachia vulgaris) and Purple-loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria).

The pond, in the southeast corner of the site supports a range of emergent and marginal species, although
it is likely that some have been introduced. Species present include Gipsywort (Lycopus europaeus), Water-
plantain (Alisma Plantago-aquatica), Water Forget-me-not (Myosotis scorpioides) M-dail eHippuris
vulgaris), Flowering-rush (Butomus umbellatus), Water Mint (Mentha aquatica), Soft-rush (Juncus effusus)
and Yellow Iris.

Patches of wildflower grassland around the garden support Wild Carrot (Daucus carota), Commo n  B-i
foot-trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Common Knapweed, Red Clover
(Trifolium pratense), Welted Thistle (Carduus crispus) and the cornfield annuals Corn Marigold (Glebionis
segetum) and Corn Chamomile (Anthemis arvensis). A broader wild flower strip along the southern edge of
the picnic area consists of Red Fescue (Festuca rubra), Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), S ma | | e-tail
(Phleum bertolonii) and Yorkshire-fog with Common Knapweed, Betony (Betonica officinalis), Common
Bi r-foobteefoil, Co mmo n -€&m (Hymchaeris radicata) |, Per f or atveort (Blypericdno
perforatum) Me a d o wbill GGEeaanilend gatense), Field Scabious (Knautia arvensis), Agrimony
(Agrimonia eupatoria) and Marjoram (Origanum vulgare).
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Site Selection Rationale

Although recently created and in a semi-formal setting, the habitat elements are coherent and will provide
ecological function. They also provide the local community with access to habitat types that are more
unusual.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich as a public open space, but with restricted
opening hours.

Condition Statement
Good, stable

Management Issues
The semi-natural habitats created will need to be maintained in an appropriate manner, particularly in relation
to the timing and frequency of grass cutting.

Changes
Formal garden areas and buildings removed.
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Site reference: GrL24
Site name: Twinkle Park

Site area; 0.2ha

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ372780

Boundary Map

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description
This small urban park consists of an artificial pond with natural aquatic and emergent vegetation and is set
up to be used as an educational resource.

Rigid Hornwort (Ceratophyllum demersum), Amphibius Bistort (Persicaria amphibia) and a pondweed
(Potamogeton sp.) are present in the pond, with emergent and marginal stands of Narrow-leaved Bulrush
(Typha angustifolia), Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus), Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum), Pendulous
Sedge (Carex pendula), Purple-loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), Water Mint (Mentha Aquatica) Fwatet-
cress (Apium nodiflorum) and Marsh Woundwort (Stachys palustris). Common Vetch (Vicia sativa) and
Tufted Vetch (Vicia cracca) sprawl on the drier edges. Non-native species are also present.

Site Selection Rationale
Although artificial, the pond shows ecological function, as evidenced by the presence of species such as
Small Red-eyed Damselfly and provides an opportunity for the local community to connect to natural habitat.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich as a public open space.

Condition Statement
Good, stable

Management Issues
Vegetation will need to be managed to maintain the extent of open water and retain the existing diversity of
marginal species.

Changes
No change.
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Site reference: GrL25 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ408753
Site name: Cator Park Site area: 5.0ha

Boundary Map
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description

This site has been created as part of the Kidbrooke Village regeneration project, although it includes some
retained green spaces, providing some structural maturity. It includes two large waterbodies with fringing
woodland and emergent vegetation, with scattered patches of trees within meadow grassland.

The southern lake is larger, while the northern lake is more linear. They are surrounded by willows (Salix
spp.) and Alder (Alnus glutinosa) and on the more open sections of bank, Pendulous Sedge (Carex pendula),
Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus), Purple-loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria),
Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum), Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris) and Common Reed (Phragmites
australis). In the water are White Water-lily (Nymphaea alba) and hornwort (Ceratophyllum sp.).

Site Selection Rationale
Although recently created, there are already some strong ecological features within this site and the whole
provides good north-south connectivity.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Royal Borough of Greenwich as a public open space.

Condition Statement
Good, stable.

Management Issues
All habitat elements will need sensitive management to ensure their value is maintained and enhanced as
they develop.

Changes
New site.
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Site reference: GrL26
Site name: Gallions Reach Park

Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ452803
Site area: 8.1ha

Boundary Map
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GBIT7

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description

This is a new site created as part of the Thamesmead development and consists of expansive grasslands
with patchy scrub. It includes The Tor, a high, artificial hill, and several smaller raised areas. The hill is
dominated by rough grassland with Fennel (Foeniculum vulgare) at high frequency, alongside False Oat-

grass (Arrhenatherum elatius), Hoary Cress (Hirschfeldia incana), Wild Carrot (Daucus carota), G oraet
(Galega officinalis) and Greek Dock (Rumex cristatus).
Other areas of wildflower grassland include Red Clover (Trifolium pratense) , Wi I d Carr ot

(Galium verum) , G-beard @gopogon pratensis), C o mmo nfooBtiefoildLitss corniculatus) and
Hawkweed Oxtongue (Picris hieracioides). The raised mounds support species typical of calcareous
conditions, Greater Knapweed (Centaurea scabiosa) and Marjoram (Origanum vulgare).

Site Selection Rationale
Although newly created, the habitats here have the potential to develop into a valuable ecological resource
in a strategic locations adjacent to the River Thames.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned and managed by Peabody.

Condition Statement
Poor to moderate, stable
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Management Issues

The grassland on the hill contains a number of negative indicators, including non-native species that can be
invasive. Consistent management with an appropriate timing and frequency of cutting should enable a more
stable and beneficial community to establish. Scrub management will be needed to retain the current extent
of open habitat.

Changes
New site.
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Site reference: GrL27 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ444787
Site name: Plumstead Railway Cutting Site area: 1.5ha

Boundary Map
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description
This site consists of the vegetation on the banks of this section of the railway, which consist mostly of scrubby
woodland with some rough grassland.

The woodland component includes Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) and
Norway Maple (Acer platanoides) with Elder (Sambucus nigra), Butterfly-bush (Buddleja davidii), Common
Ivy (Hedera helix) and fringes of Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.).

More open areas support False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) grassland with Ragwort (Jacobaea
vulgaris), Hoary Mustard (Hirschfeldia incana) and Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea (Lathyrus latifolius).

Site Selection Rationale
Rail sidings provide good ecological connectivity, but generally offer low habitat quality and functionality due
to their narrow, linear characteristics and the disturbance that results from their operational use.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned by Network Rail with no public access.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues
The degree of woody growth limits the ecological value of the railsides, with open grassy habitat likely to
support more diversity and more species of nature conservation significance.

Changes
Previously GrBII15. Unvegetated track removed.
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Site reference: GrL28 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ402781
Site name: Westcombe Park Railsides Site area: 4.4ha

Boundary Map
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description
This site consists of the vegetation on the banks of this section of the railway, which consist mostly of scrubby
woodland with some rough grassland.

The woodland component includes Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Sycamore
(Acer pseudoplatanus), Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris) and Holm Oak (Quercus ilex) with birch (Betula sp.),
elm (Ulmus sp.), Common Ivy (Hedera helix), Butterfly-bush (Buddleja davidii), and fringes of Bramble
(Rubus fruticosus agg.).

More open areas support False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) grassland with Ragwort (Jacobaea
vulgaris), Hawkweed Oxtongue (Picris hieracioides), Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium), Cow Parsley
(Anthriscus sylvestris), Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) and Large Bindweed (Calystegia silvatica).

Site Selection Rationale
Rail sidings provide good ecological connectivity, but generally offer low habitat quality due to their narrow,
linear characteristics and the disturbance that results from their operational use.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned by Network Rail with no public access.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable
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Management Issues
The degree of woody growth limits the ecological value of the railsides, with open grassy habitat likely to
support more diversity and more species of nature conservation significance.

Changes
Previously GrBII16. Unvegetated track removed.
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Site reference: GrL29 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ422753
Site name: Blackheath to Falconwood Railsides Site area: 12.6ha

Boundary Map

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description
This site consists of the vegetation on the banks of this section of the railway, which consist mostly of scrubby
woodland with some rough grassland.

The woodland component includes Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) and
Norway Maple (Acer platanoides) with Elder (Sambucus nigra), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Butterfly-
bush (Buddleja davidii), Common Ivy (Hedera helix) and fringes of Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.). More
open areas support False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) grassland.

Site Selection Rationale

Rail sidings provide good ecological connectivity, in this case over a considerable distance, but generally
offer low habitat quality due to their narrow, linear characteristics and the disturbance that results from their
operational use.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned by Network Rail with no public access.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues
The degree of woody growth limits the ecological value of the railsides, with open grassy habitat likely to
support more diversity and more species of nature conservation significance.

Changes
Previously GrBII17. Unvegetated track removed.
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Site reference: GrL30 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ423734
Site name: Mottingham and New Eltham Railsides Site area: 8.1ha

Boundary Map
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description
This site consists of the vegetation on the banks of this section of the railway, which consist mostly of scrubby
woodland with some rough grassland.

The woodland component includes Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) and Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus)
with Elder (Sambucus nigra), Butterfly-bush (Buddleja davidii), Common Ivy (Hedera helix) and fringes of
Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.). More open areas support False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius)
grassland.

Site Selection Rationale

Rail sidings provide good ecological connectivity, with direct connections to a number of other SINCs in this
case, but generally offer low habitat quality due to their narrow, linear characteristics and the disturbance that
results from their operational use.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
The site is owned by Network Rail with no public access.

Condition Statement
Moderate, stable

Management Issues
The degree of woody growth limits the ecological value of the railsides, with open grassy habitat likely to
support more diversity and more species of nature conservation significance.

Changes
Previously GrBII18. Unvegetated track removed.
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Site reference: GrL31 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ374769
Site name: River Ravensbourne in Greenwich Site area: 0.04ha

Boundary Map
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description
This site consists of the tidal section of the River Ravensbourne that falls within the Borough boundary. The
banks are artificial and there is no vegetation, but it is considered to be of importance to fish.

Site Selection Rationale
Identified on the basis of being intertidal and supporting the River Thames Metropolitan SINC that it adjoins.

Priority Habitats
None

Ownership and Access
Unknown.

Condition Statement
Not applicable

Management Issues
Not applicable

Changes
Previously GrBII19. No boundary change.
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Site reference: GrP01 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ440749
Site name: Eltham Warren Golf Course Site area: 16.0ha
Boundary Map
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Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602

Site Description and Potential

This golf course was previously included in the adjacent SINC because of the acid grassland habitat between
its fairways, but there are now stronger belts of woodland between the fairways, shading out the grassland.
Although access to the golf course was not obtained, there was no obvious evidence of any remaining acid
grassland when viewed from Gravel Pit Lane.

The site is retained as a Potential SINC as a more detailed botanical survey may reveal the continued
presence of key indicator species, and it is also possible that the acid grassland could be restored through
appropriate management.

Ownership and Access
The site is a privately owned golf course with no public access.
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Site reference: GrP02 Grid ref. (approx. centre of site): TQ453806
Site name: Thamesmead Site area: 18.5ha

Boundary Map
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Site Description

This includes the remaining part of the former Royal Woolwich Arsenal that is not subject to future
development as part of the Thamesmead regeneration. It consists of a patchwork of grassland scrub and
open mosaic habitat that is likely to support a significant assemblage of invertebrates. However, there is no
access possible at present and no data available to determine its value.

Ownership and Access
The site is in private ownership with no public access.
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