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Welcome to the  

February e-bulletin  

for early years and 

childcare  

professionals 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Round 2 Childcare Expansion Grant Funding NOW OPEN 
 

1. Read Grant Funding Guidance and Declaration  

2. You must meet eligibility criteria  

3. You will need to fill an online form at links below for relevant stream of grant funding – you can apply for 
more than one even if you have applied before  

4. Send business case (using word template supplied) childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

5. Send supporting documents to childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk    

6. Meet strict deadlines  

 

 

 
 

Missed a copy of the e-bulletin?  

Key information and resource links for early years and childcare 

providers | Early Years team information (for providers) | Royal Borough 

of Greenwich (royalgreenwich.gov.uk) 

Contacts 

Parents     020 8921 6921   FIS@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

Providers  020 8921 3877  Childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

Grant Weblink to apply Deadline 

 
  

Wraparound Revenue Grant https://forms.office.com/e/Bw2FbDKqYk 

 

Sunday 16 February 

 

 

Wrapround Capital Grant https://forms.office.com/e/YA6MZncWjf 

 

Sunday 23 February 

 

 

Early Years Capital Grant https://forms.office.com/e/ikWRwcZm9Y 

 

Sunday 23 February 

 

mailto:childcare-support@royalgreeniwch.gov.uk
mailto:childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
mailto:FIS@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
mailto:Childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
https://forms.office.com/e/Bw2FbDKqYk
https://forms.office.com/e/Bw2FbDKqYk
https://forms.office.com/e/YA6MZncWjf
https://forms.office.com/e/YA6MZncWjf
https://forms.office.com/e/ikWRwcZm9Y
https://forms.office.com/e/ikWRwcZm9Y
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Important message from Director of Children’s Services  

Dear Colleagues  

I really hope you had a restful time over the Christmas and new year break. I had hoped this would be a 

positive message of change and new beginning, but it is with great sadness that the year has started with 

such a tragic incident on Tuesday 7th January.  

  

I know this will have impacted on you all and the news coverage of the senseless murder of a teenager this 

week has been difficult to watch. Some of it is inaccurate, but all of it distressing to read and hear about 

the death of a vulnerable child so young. 

  

Kelyan Bokassa was a child in the care of RBG at the time of the incident. He was placed with his mother 

under Placement with Parents Regulations and was subject to a Full Care Order under Sec 31 of the 

Children’s Act 1989. 

  

Our hearts and thoughts go out to Kelyan's family and friends.  We are saddened deeply whilst we carry 

on with our work to safeguard and support the most vulnerable children of the borough.  

  

This tragic news comes after another awful fatal stabbing of Daejaun Campbell in September 2024. These 

two murders, no doubt, will have an impact on our communities, our children and families, your staff and 

their wellbeing, perhaps resurfacing trauma.  

  

If your community needs additional support, please do contact the Early Years and Childcare Service and 

we can consider what we might be able to provide. I know you all give each other a lot of support which is 

heartwarming 

  

There is a lot of work we are undertaking in the local authority, and I want to assure you we are safety 

planning and working closely with the police and community safety to reduce risks for vulnerable young 

people. We are supporting those staff who knew Kelyan well and the safeguarding partnership is 

undertaking the statutory processes required following such tragic incidents. Whilst we are dealing with 

such awful incidents, it is at these tragic times we must also remember the fantastic work members of our 

staff, early years setting, wrapround providers and partners undertake to safeguard children and support 

families. I am grateful to the hard work and commitment of all staff who continue to do a tough job every 

day.  

  

As this is such a high-profile incident there is a lot of media attention and journalists might approach you 

and encourage you to talk about the incident. Please do us know if someone approaches you about this 

incident and we will provide support through the media desk. 

  

As always if you are concerned about an individual child and their increasing risk please do contact MASH 

or if it is information sharing you might want to discuss with the Early Years and Childcare Advisors in the 

first instance on  020 8921 3877 or email Childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

  

Best wishes 

Florence Kroll 

Director of Children’s Services  

 

mailto:Childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
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Household Grant – Feb Half Term 
 

Providers information  

 

Through the Government’s Household Support Grant, Royal Greenwich are continuing targeted payments 

to support low-income families. Thank you as ever for your work to support this scheme.  

  

February Half Term Payments 

The February half term payment will be £15 for each eligible child.   

   

 We are making payments for children aged 0-4 in an Early Years setting who:    

• Are in receipt of an Early Years pupil premium, or    

• Have an older sibling who is in receipt of free school meals, or    

• Are in receipt of Healthy Start vouchers  

  

Please use the attached Early Years template to confirm the following:    

• Any Early Years children who since the previous list was submitted are no longer eligible (e.g., left 

the school)    

• Any new Early Years children eligible for a payment since the previous list was submitted   

• Any change in mobile telephone number and/or email address (N.B. this is important as it is 

the means of payment for families)  

  

Any pre-school children who are included in the FSM payments will not be included in the Early Years 

payments.  

   

Please complete the spreadsheet(s) you have been sent by email and submit by end of day Thursday 

6th February to:   

wintergrantpayment@royalgreenwich.gov.uk   

    

Please see attached flyer for you and your staff team and a flyer for parents. 

mailto:wintergrantpayment@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
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Supporting Wraparound Provision 

Round 2 Childcare Expansion Grant Funding NOW OPEN 
Early Years & Wraparound Childcare Expansion Grant Funding 

The rollout of early years childcare expansion and the wraparound programme funding for the creation of 

new places and the expansion of existing places by increasing hours or days began last term.  Royal 

Greenwich have been working collaboratively with schools, PVIs and Childminders to ensure that the 

childcare needs of working parents are met.  

 

Parents and carers of primary school aged children should be able to access term-time childcare from 8am 

to 6pm by 2026. Wraparound funding is available for schools and providers looking to create and expand 

provision.   
 

If you missed out on Round 1, Round 2 now launched! If you applied for before, you can apply again 

*(conditions apply) 

 

Watch online meeting 16 January 2025 Primary Schools & Wraparound Grants Programme  

 

Who can apply 

Private, Voluntary and 

Independent Providers 

State-funded Schools Childminders and 

childcare on domestic 

premises 
 

o Private group-based 

providers, registered with 

Ofsted (e.g., pre-schools 

and day nurseries and 

extended school providers, 

i.e., breakfast and after 

school clubs);  

o Voluntary group-based 

providers, registered with 

Ofsted (including 

community groups, 

charities, churches, or 

religious groups);  

o Independent providers 

offering either early years 

entitlements or 

wraparound provision.  

o Local authority maintained 

primary, infant, and junior 

schools (including special 

schools) offering early years 

entitlements and/or 

wraparound provision.  

o Primary, infant, or junior 

academies or free schools 

(including special schools) 

offering early years 

entitlements and/or 

wraparound provision 

o Maintained nursery schools.  

 

o Must be in a 

formal and 

agreed 

partnership with 

a lead provider 

who is a school 

or childcare 

provider on 

non-domestic 

premises 

o You must 

submit clear 

evidence of 

formal 

arrangements  

 

PVI providers must hold freehold 

tenure on their premise or a 
leasehold period of five years or 

more as of 1 April 2024.  

 

Leaseholders must have their 

landlord's permission for any 

proposed capital works. 

 

Schools must also have landlord's 

permission (where applicable) for 
any proposed capital works 

 

All providers applying or forming part of a partnership bid must have had an Ofsted judgement of met, 

good or outstanding at their latest inspection or be approved specifically following a full scope visit by 

Early Years and Childcare Service if newly registered. 

https://youtu.be/jfXuuP9pqas
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Types of projects considered for grant funding 

Examples / Types of funding projects considered  

 

You must describe your proposal clearly in no more than 150 words 

• What are you intending to do?  

• How does it create new places or enable expansion of existing provision? 

 

Early Years 

Capital  

Remodelling of existing space to create extra floor space or capacity to deliver 

more places  

 
Expansion to new, different or additional site development 

 

Wraparound 

Capital  

Building modifications to enable use of space outside main school/setting operating 

hours, e.g., secure external access, outside lighting to enable outdoor space to be 

used year-round.  
 

Building modifications to adapt space for use to deliver inclusive wraparound 

childcare.  

 

Improvements to storage.  

 

New physical assets such as minibus purchase (to support a hub model of 

wraparound provision), play equipment (including outdoor play equipment), or 

tables and chairs. To be considered capital expenditure the asset must bring an 

economic benefit, and able to be depreciated, over more than one financial year 

 

Wraparound 

Revenue  

Programme funding can be used to cover costs including staffing, training, and 

transport costs such as minibus hire (not purchase, although capital funding could 

be used for this), as well as resources. 

 

It can also be used to contribute to running costs whilst demand builds, to remove 

any financial risk to providers of offering additional places before demand is 

guaranteed. 

 

Funding can also be used to pay for training of wraparound staff with the local 

authority, including specialist training for staff to ensure they feel equipped to 

support children, including supporting children with additional needs and to 

provide free or subsidised places for children of wraparound staff, where local 

authorities identify this as necessary as part of wraparound recruitment strategy 

 

Promotional materials to communicate your offer to parents/carers and local 

community  
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Grants conditions Early Years Capital 

 

Wraparound Capital 

 

Wraparound Revenue 

 

Grant amount for 

successful 

applicants  

 

Up to £20,000 Up to £20,000 Up to £15,000 

Create new places 

and/or expand 

hours of existing 

places  

 

Extended 30 hours 

childcare for eligible 

working families from 

September 2025 

Wraparound provision 

Breakfast and/or After 

School  

8am -6pm 

Wraparound provision 

Breakfast and/or After 

School  

8am -6pm 

Eligible age group 

of children 

9 months and 2-year-olds 

of working parents  

 

Primary school age from 

reception to Year 6  

Primary school age from 

reception to Year 6 

Allocation of 

funding  

Minor works to create 

new additional floor space 

for children, expand or 

adapt existing provision to 

support extra places or 

longer hours  

 

Minor works to create 

new additional floor space 

for children, expand or 

adapt existing provision to 

support extra places or 

longer hours 

Cover startup costs 

and/or running costs 

Places must be 

available for take 

up  

Summer 2025 to start of 

Autumn 2025 

Summer 2025 to start of 

Autumn 2025 

Spring 2025 to start of 

Autumn 2025 

Ofsted registered 

provider  

 

Early years groupcare on 

non-domestic premises 

Primary schools 

Maintained Nursery 

Schools 

Childminder in 

partnership with school 

or provider on non- 

domestic premises  

 

Groupcare on non-

domestic premises  

Primary schools  

Childminder in a 

partnership with school or 

provider on non-domestic 

premises 

Groupcare on non-

domestic premises  

Primary schools  

Childminder in a 

partnership with school 

or provider on non-

domestic premises 

Ofsted outcome  Good or Outstanding  

Newly registered – 

approved by Early Years 

and Childcare service 

following visit 

 

Good or Outstanding  

Newly registered – 

approved by Early Years 

and Childcare service 

following visit 

Good or Outstanding  

Newly registered – 

approved by Early Years 

and Childcare service 

following visit 

Closing date* 

note earlier date 

Midnight  

Sunday 23 February  

 

Midnight  

Sunday 23 February  

*Midnight  

Sunday 16 February  
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What to do next  

 

1. Read Grant Funding Guidance and Declaration  

2. You must meet eligibility criteria  

3. You will need to fill an online form at links below for relevant stream of grant funding – you can 

apply for more than one even if you have applied before  

4. Send business case (using word template supplied) childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

5. Send supporting documents to childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk    

6. Meet strict deadlines  

 

 

Grant Weblink to apply Deadline 

 
 

 

Wraparound Revenue Grant https://forms.office.com/e/Bw2FbDKqYk 

 

Sunday 16 February 

 

 

Wrapround Capital Grant https://forms.office.com/e/YA6MZncWjf 
 

Sunday 23 February 
 

 

Early Years Capital Grant https://forms.office.com/e/ikWRwcZm9Y 

 

Sunday 23 February 

 

 

 

  

mailto:childcare-support@royalgreeniwch.gov.uk
mailto:childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
https://forms.office.com/e/Bw2FbDKqYk
https://forms.office.com/e/Bw2FbDKqYk
https://forms.office.com/e/YA6MZncWjf
https://forms.office.com/e/YA6MZncWjf
https://forms.office.com/e/ikWRwcZm9Y
https://forms.office.com/e/ikWRwcZm9Y
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Wraparound Toolkit 
 

 

 
 

 

This toolkit has been created to collate useful 

resources you need to start, grow and sustain a 

wraparound childcare business. 

The resources are split into six categories 

Business Planning 

Running of Your Childcare Provision 

Business Growth 

Leadership and Management 

Partnership Working 

SEND and Inclusive Practice 

 

Every resource listed on this page is available free 

of charge. 

 

 

Start Up:  If you are just starting out, these 

resources are for you.  They will help you navigate 

your way through creating business structure, 

registering with Ofsted, recruiting staff for the first 

time, promoting your business, and working in 

partnership with schools and parents. 

 

Growth:  This category includes tools and 
resources for organisations that are ready for the 

next stage of their development – whether that is 

growing from one site to multiple, or for providers 

who already operate across multiple sites. 

 

Sustain:  These resources are for organisations, 

large and small, which are looking for ways to 

improve their existing provision. 
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Access The Toolkit 

 

 

 

Business Planning 

 

Running of Your Childcare Provision 

 

Business Growth 

 

Leadership and Management 

 

Partnership Working 

 

SEND and Inclusive Practice 

 

 

Start Up 

 

 

Sustain 

 

 

Growth 

 

 

 

 

  

https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/main-topic/business-planning/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/main-topic/business-planning/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/main-topic/running-of-your-childcare-provision/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/main-topic/running-of-your-childcare-provision/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/main-topic/business-growth/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/main-topic/business-growth/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/main-topic/leadership-and-management/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/main-topic/leadership-and-management/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/main-topic/partnership-working/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/main-topic/partnership-working/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/main-topic/send-and-inclusive-practice/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/main-topic/send-and-inclusive-practice/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/business-stage/start-up/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/business-stage/start-up/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/business-stage/sustain/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/business-stage/sustain/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/business-stage/growth/
https://childcareworks.org.uk/wraparound-toolkit/business-stage/growth/
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Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 2024-2025 has been published  
 

Look out for a full briefing in March. You can read the CSA Report here  

 

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/children-young-people-and-families/early-years-and-childcare/support-early-

years-providers 

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/media/2107/download?inline=1
http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/children-young-people-and-families/early-years-and-childcare/support-early-years-providers
http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/children-young-people-and-families/early-years-and-childcare/support-early-years-providers
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Breakfast Clubs  
  

 

New EEF podcast: breakfast club provision in schools 

The EEF has published the latest episode of their podcast, ‘Evidence into Action’, focusing on breakfast club 

provision in schools 

In this instalment, host Alex Quigley is joined by co-host, Kirsten Mould (EEF Senior Content and 

Engagement Manager) and expert guests including: 

• Lindsey McDonald (Chief Executive, Magic Breakfast) 

• Toni Hayzen (Headteacher, Pembroke Park Primary School and Nursery) 

• Ash McGann (Headteacher, Burton Green Primary School) 

They discuss breakfast club provision in schools, implementation challenges, impact, and advice for those 

looking to set up breakfast club provision in their setting. 

44 mins  www.podbean.com/ep/pb-3zugw-17997db 

Listen to all EEF podcasts https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/podcast 

Breakfast clubs early adopter programme update 

  

 
 

The DFE have  

 

• Published guidance on the scheme   

 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/breakfast-clubs-early-adopter-guidance-for-schools-and-trusts-

in-england/breakfast-clubs-early-adopter-guidance-for-schools-and-trusts-in-england 

 

• Published information about the funding of the scheme 

 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/breakfast-club-early-adopters-grant-2024-to-2025-academic-year 

 

• Written to the initial list of schools who have been successful 

 

• Shared a welcome pack with the successful schools 

This guidance explains the role of schools taking part in the early adopter scheme, as part of the 
government’s commitment for new free breakfast clubs for all state funded primary aged school children.  

http://www.podbean.com/ep/pb-3zugw-17997db
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fbreakfast-clubs-early-adopter-guidance-for-schools-and-trusts-in-england&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Caa83fd4ffda84b0f2fc908dd363c656f%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638726355232341534%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WYTql5Ov3s55v9VoWdltFkqTE62JcTRO2u9NrOh1HeU%3D&reserved=0
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/breakfast-clubs-early-adopter-guidance-for-schools-and-trusts-in-england/breakfast-clubs-early-adopter-guidance-for-schools-and-trusts-in-england
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/breakfast-clubs-early-adopter-guidance-for-schools-and-trusts-in-england/breakfast-clubs-early-adopter-guidance-for-schools-and-trusts-in-england
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fbreakfast-club-early-adopters-grant-2024-to-2025-academic-year&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Caa83fd4ffda84b0f2fc908dd363c656f%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638726355232362858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MsIbxFYw6vij0IW2neIeagpYyigA43T4z99oOQUmaeM%3D&reserved=0
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/breakfast-club-early-adopters-grant-2024-to-2025-academic-year
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It sets out the minimum requirements and expectations on these schools in delivery of free, universal 

breakfast clubs and outlines what schools need to consider when setting up a new provision or expanding 

existing provision. 

 

Early adopters will receive a support package to deliver their breakfast club through the Department, 
which is detailed in the guidance. Early adopters have been encouraged to contact their local wraparound 

childcare lead to explore what support might be available. 

 

Email childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

 

School Food Matters webinar for breakfast clubs  

 

 

 

School Food Matters teaches children about food and to improve children’s 

access to healthy, sustainable food during their time at school which 

includes the whole school day from breakfast club to after school club. 

 

www.schoolfoodmatters.org/news-views/blog/highlights-our-better-

breakfasts-webinar  

 

LOOK OUT FOR SUBSIDISED TRAINING ORGANISED BY EARLY 

YEARS & CHILDCARE SERVICE COMING SOON! 

 

 

Watch via link https://youtu.be/o3kbhSSym3o 

Benefits of a great breakfast  

Research consistently shows that having a nutritious breakfast is hugely beneficial for children’s health and 

learning. Eve Blair, Impact and Strategy Manager at SFM, took us through some of this evidence: 

• offering breakfast improves punctuality and behaviour (ICF 2023, 2024)   

• eating breakfast helps to improve educational attainment, particularly in children from 

underprivileged groups (Defeyter et al 2020)  

• skipping breakfast is correlated with stress, anxiety, and depression (McGill et al 2020) and the 

same is true for eating a nutritionally poor breakfast (Heyhoe et al, 2021)  

mailto:childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
http://www.schoolfoodmatters.org/news-views/blog/highlights-our-better-breakfasts-webinar
http://www.schoolfoodmatters.org/news-views/blog/highlights-our-better-breakfasts-webinar
https://youtu.be/o3kbhSSym3o
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Best practice 

Healthy Zones team has been helping schools set up and improve breakfast clubs over the last five years,  

• it is best to introduce new foods slowly, hold tasting sessions and encourage staff to eat the 

breakfast too  

• children are receptive to a more nutritious offer (often the adults are the ones who are sceptical!)  

• involving children is key, and offering them a role in menu design, club promotion, and celebrating 

healthy eating makes a big difference 

 

School food standards 

 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-food-standards-resources-for-schools/school-food-standards-

practical-guide 

Since 2015, the school food standards (SFS) have been mandatory in all schools, with the aim of ensuring 

that children develop healthy eating habits and access the nutrition they need to thrive at school. These 

standards apply throughout the school day, including during breakfast and after school club. 

The standards, for example, require schools to provide daily fruit, starchy foods like whole grains and 

different types of bread, lower-fat milk, and to limit foods high in fat, sugar, and salt. 

Main areas to be aware of: 

• Pastries and starchy foods cooked in oil (for example, hash browns) should not be served at 

breakfast club to ensure SFS compliance throughout day  

• No cakes, biscuits, or confectionery should be served at breakfast  

• Baked beans should be low in sugar and salt, and served no more than once a week  

• Watch out for high-sugar foods - choose low-sugar jams, plain yoghurts, and cereals without added 

sugar or honey 

Here’s a useful one-page summary of the standards. 

  

https://www.schoolfoodmatters.org/news-views/blog/healthy-zones-creating-healthier-school-breakfast-clubs-budget
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-food-standards-resources-for-schools/school-food-standards-practical-guide
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-food-standards-resources-for-schools/school-food-standards-practical-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-food-standards-resources-for-schools/school-food-standards-practical-guide
https://www.schoolfoodmatters.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/School%20food%20standards%201-pager.pdf
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DFE Updates 

  

 

Early Years and Childcare Expansion Provider Roadshow 
 

Early Education and Childcare setting senior managers’ invitation 

 to the 

Department for Education Early Years and Childcare Expansion Provider Roadshow 

for the London region  

  

When: Tuesday 11 February 2025 

Venue: Radisson Blu Hotel, London Bloomsbury, 9-13 Bloomsbury St, London WC1B 3QD 

Times: starts at 10:30 (registration from 10am) and closes at 3:30pm 

  

The event will include an overview and update from the Department for Education and will be an 

opportunity to share your experiences and views in roundtable discussions, and a best practice session.  

The new Minister for Early Years, Stephen Morgan, hopes to be able to attend the event, dependent on 

diary constraints. 
Refreshments and lunch will be provided. 

  

Please CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

Registration closes at 10am 7 February 2025 

  

This early years event is an opportunity for you to meet with Department for Education officials to share 

your ideas, challenges and the opportunities expanding your provision to meet the expanded childcare 

entitlements from September 2025. You will also hear how the Department for Education is working on 

the government’s new vision for early years education and childcare.  These roadshows, which started in 

January 2024, are an important part of shaping early years and childcare policy and delivery.    

Further communications will be sent to registered delegates leading up to the event.  When registering, 

please choose from the following roundtables (there will be 3 x roundtable sessions) 

  

Expanding childcare provision in settings/ Readiness for September 2025 

 

Hear from DfE about the work in train and planned to support the sector to deliver the expanded 

entitlements for eligible working parents from September 2025, including the availability of regional data, 

and share your specific challenges, lessons learnt and opportunities that you would like DfE to reflect upon 

and share more widely.    

  

Reflections on the Entitlements rollout 

 

Hear from the DfE team responsible for managing the entitlements systems and the changes made as we 

roll out the new working -parent 30-hour entitlements.  The team would like your reflections on the 

rollout so far, the level of demand you are seeing for places, any barriers this has raised, and any issues or 

questions parents may encounter in accessing the scheme or the future rollout of the scheme. 

  

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Forcula.com%2Fdepartment-for-education-early-years-and-childcare-expansion-provider-roadshow-2025-for-the-capital-of-england%2Fregister%2FSite%2FRegister&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cf2ddbdaa0cb24d9168e608dd2bed4ffd%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638715021265117464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gXChMm%2B%2FHXkUhcJvGqil8X%2B53YaKA%2FdHHHTkeEHPno4%3D&reserved=0
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The early education and childcare funding system 

 

Hear from the early years and childcare funding team how the early years funding system works and tell us 

you are preparing for this financial year and your reflections and challenges. 

  
Expanding wraparound childcare: opportunities and challenges for providers 

 

Encouraging successful partnerships between schools, trusts, PVIs and childminders is at the heart of the 

wraparound programme.  Meet DfE's wraparound team and find out more about the expansion of 

wraparound for primary school-aged children and tell the team how the programme is working for you, 

your barriers and the opportunities this programme has created. 

  

Early education for children with SEND 

 

Setting up every child up to have the best start in life means delivering access to high-quality early 

education and childcare, including those with special educational needs and disabilities. During this session 

you will have the opportunity to speak to the DfE’s early years SEND team. They will share insights on the 

latest training and guidance available to support practitioners in caring for children with SEND, as well as 

recent developments in funding reform. We want to hear your experiences supporting children with 

SEND in your setting, including what training and development opportunities would benefit you and your 

staff, your experiences with the early years SEND funding system, and what you feel we can do as a 

department to ensure that your setting has the support and resources it needs to ensure children with 

SEND can get the best start in life. 

  

Early Education Outcomes and Stronger Practice Hubs support 

 

Find out more about the free support the department offers to help you deliver excellent education and 

care in your settings, including training and resources from Early Years Child Development Training, Help 

for Early Years Providers website and the networks and evidence-informed practice you can access via 

your local Early Years Stronger Practice Hub.  The team want your feedback on the Government's support 

offer to date to help shape future support for practitioners. 
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Ofsted Updates 
 

 

 

 

Ofsted Resources 
 

◼ Early years inspection handbook 

◼ Early years blog 

◼ FAQ videos 

◼ Communication and Language webinar 

◼ Early years: childminder playlist 

◼ Early years: schools playlist 

◼ What will change for the early years in response to Ofsted Big Listen? 

◼ Best start in life research reviews 

 

Schools Week Blog: Ofsted Reforms 
7 January 2025 

https://schoolsweek.co.uk/martyn-oliver-on-ofsted-reform-8-things-we-learned/ 

Ofsted chief inspector Sir Martyn Oliver said new report cards will provide “high information” but have 

“more proportionate stakes” for school leaders. 

Appearing in front of the education committee today, he also talked about what the report cards will 

cover, proposed new safeguarding checks and his concerns over the special educational needs system. 

Here’s your Schools Week round-up of the best bits … 

1. Report cards: ‘high information, more proportionate stakes’ 

A consultation on introducing school report cards in September will launch this month. 

Oliver said that one-word Ofsted judgements are “low information and high stakes”. 

“I think we can move to high information and more proportionate stakes, and still raise accountability and 

still tell parents very clearly the performance of schools,” he told MPs. 

He said schools will retain their one-word judgements until they have been reinspected under the new 

report card system. 

On the consultation, he said it will “present a proposed model…it will ask questions about those 

proposals, if people think the way of reporting is clear,” he said. 

He said children and parents will also be consulted. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-inspection-handbook-eif/early-years-inspection-handbook-for-ofsted-registered-provision-for-september-2023
https://earlyyears.blog.gov.uk/2024/10/16/new-changes-for-childminders-coming-soon/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLq-zBnUkspO6b7cfXTHoQGeeaQ0P903d
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLq-zBnUkspMQkVnJ4vBaORCSvvMpOxIS
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLq-zBnUkspOswTHs073HsUaKtWlQF-Gi
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLq-zBnUkspMC1UBmxbNldb1igkTgiKBa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a548frEjzRw&list=PLLq-zBnUkspMCFrh6lxWcM58Xerf1fJ-j&index=2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/best-start-in-life-a-research-review-for-early-years/best-start-in-life-part-3-the-4-specific-areas-of-learning
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/martyn-oliver-on-ofsted-reform-8-things-we-learned/


Royal Greenwich Early Years & Childcare E-bulletin 
3 February 2025 

 

21 | P a g e  

 

2. What might new report cards cover? 

Oliver said he believes leadership and governance will form a key focus of the report cards: “How well are 

governors supporting leaders? How well are leaders supporting staff? How well are all of them supporting 

children in their setting?” 

He added that the curriculum, how well teachers are being developed to deliver it, and pupil outcomes, 

will also be key areas. 

Oliver added behaviour and attendance are important areas that should feature, but should not necessarily 

be grouped together as one. 

There may also be external issues affecting behaviour and attendance that are not “in the school’s gift” to 

resolve, he added. 

Inclusion and supporting disadvantaged and vulnerable children will also be a key focus. 

3. Value-for-money concerns over Labour’s safeguarding ‘spot checks’ … 

Under the new report cards, safeguarding will become a separate criteria. 

Oliver added safeguarding should no longer fall under the leadership and governance judgment as words 

such as ‘outstanding’ do not fit when judging safeguarding. 

It is “a nonsense” to judge it as anything other than “met or not met”, he said. 

However, Labour has promised to introduce annual safeguarding “spot checks”. 

Oliver said government has not said whether Ofsted would conduct these. While Ofsted has the expertise 

to do so, he said it would cost £45 million per year. 

“It’s really expensive, and [with] tightening public finances I think it’s right that we ask ourselves ‘is this the 

best spending of the money?’” 

4. … and SEND is bigger issue anyway 

Oliver spoke in damning terms about the SEND system, which he said Ofsted has a duty to support the 

government in improving. 

“The system doesn’t work right now,” he said. “It’s a lose-lose situation. It is broken. I think we can direct 

schools to be more inclusive and reward those that are doing the difficult job.” 

Oliver also suggested SEND should be prioritised ahead of safeguarding – saying it is the “burning bush” in 

schools. 

“We do not see safeguarding as the biggest issue in schools. I would say that, by far..the needs of SEND 

children is a much bigger need in schools.” 

5. Independent complaints system would be ‘burden on schools’ 

Oliver was asked by committee chair Helen Hayes why he has resisted putting in place a “truly 

independent complaints process”. 

He responded by saying an entirely independent complaints process would be a burden on schools, as it 

would mean independent investigators would have to return schools to carry out their own inspections. 

“It becomes really difficult because who inspects the inspectorate? And who inspects the inspectorate of 

the inspectorate? And where does it ever end?” 

He said the complaints process “has to be about us gathering the evidence, and then making sure that 

evidence meets the framework”. 
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“We are very committed to being open and transparent…and keeping a review of the way we work on 

complaints,” he added. “It’s an area we take seriously.” 

6. MAT inspections: ‘No-one should be able to hide anywhere’ 

Oliver stressed his determination for Ofsted to be given powers to inspect multi-academy trusts, and all 

other institutions and bodies that are responsible for children, as proposed by Labour. 

“No-one should be able to hide anywhere, in any shadow, and not be within the view of the inspectorate 

and regulator, where they’re responsible for children,” he said. “We should hold them to account.” 

He said it will “require an act” to be delivered by parliament, to give “a legal basis” for MAT inspections. 

7. 95% of reports published in 30-day target 

One of the many concerns flagged by the coroner after the inquest into the death of Ruth Perry was about 

the length of time between inspections and reports being published. 

Oliver said currently 95 per cent of reports are being published within the 30-working day timeframe, 

Ofsted’s target. 

A further two per cent have been published outside that window because inspectors needed to gather 

additional evidence, with the remaining three per cent late. 

Regarding the 2022 Ofsted inspection at Caversham Primary School, where Perry was headteacher, Oliver 

said publication of the report “got delayed and delayed again, and it just pushed it back to an unacceptable 

length of time”. 

But he said “checks and balances” are now in place to help ensure school leaders are not “sitting there 

with a report that’s just hanging over them”. 

8. Caversham inspection team no longer inspecting 

An inquest last December ruled that Ofsted “contributed” to Perry’s suicide. Coroner Heidi Connor said 

the conduct of the inspection was among the “most important areas of concern”, with some elements of it 

“rude and intimidating”. 

Oliver on Monday defended the inspectors who carried out the inspection. 

The lead inspector has “not resumed on any inspection,” said Oliver, adding: “There is no suggestion that 

they did a bad job or did anything wrong whatsoever. 

“It was the framework that they delivered and it’s for Ofsted to respond. It’s Ofsted’s responsibility, not 

the responsibility of that individual. 

“And I have a duty to that individual to protect them and their wellbeing, because they have some 

considerable concerns in their work…I’m not placing them out on inspection because they’re vulnerable 

and I need to make sure I support that member of staff.” 

 

  

https://schoolsweek.co.uk/ofsted-inspection-contributed-to-head-ruth-perrys-death-coroner/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/ofsted-inspection-contributed-to-head-ruth-perrys-death-coroner/
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Equity, Diversity & Inclusion  

 

Race Equality Week 3rd – 9th Feb 2025 
 

 

The 5-Day Challenge 

 

5 Challenges – 5 Minutes – 5-Days 

 

Do the 5 day challenges  

https://www.raceequalitymatters.com/5-day-challenge/ 

 

Register for FREE Race Equality Week events  

www.raceequalitymatters.com/events/ 

 

 
 

There are many barriers to driving race equity, including a lack of understanding of what it feels like to be 

in others’ shoes and how to be positively inclusive. 

Small changes can make a real difference to how we act and, in doing so, how we make people feel. 

If everyone makes a small change – it adds up and becomes powerful and impactful and enables real 

change. 

Over the next 5 days, we ask everyone to take just 5 minutes each day to self-reflect and commit to taking 

action that will drive this change. 

How the 5 Days will work: 

Day 1 – Intersectionality - How do different parts of who we are (like race, gender, and culture) affect 

our experiences and interactions at work?  

 

Day 2 – Recognising Privilege - How can we use our privilege as a force for good?  

 

Day 3 – Inclusive language - Have you ever used words and later realised that they were hurtful and 

not inclusive?  

 

Day 4- Code Switching/Masking - Have you ever had to change the way you speak or act to fit in?  

 

Day 5 – The Big Promise - Will you join the millions of others today to turn words and thoughts into 

action? 

  

https://www.raceequalitymatters.com/5-day-challenge/
http://www.raceequalitymatters.com/events/
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Adultification Bias in Child Protection & Safeguarding  

 

HM Inspectorate of Probation has commissioned and published an ‘academic insight’ report for those 

interested in evidence based work. The report is aimed at Probation and youth offending services, 

however is relevant across all agencies. The issue of adultification is highlighted as an issue requiring further 

training and awareness in the recent Child Q CSPR by Hackney and City council. 

The report highlights adultification bias, its links to racialised discrimination, and how it can impact upon 

child protection and safeguarding practices. 

Crucially, application of adultification bias results in children’s rights being diminished or ignored, with 

notions of innocence and vulnerability displaced by notions of responsibility and culpability. The 

Professional Inter-Adultification Model is introduced which emphasises the importance of 

professional and organisational curiosity, critical thinking, and reflection. 

The model includes the further concept of intersectionality to encourage professionals to explore 

how the intersections of race/ethnicity, sexuality, class, gender, dis/abilities, and wider lived 

experiences may have impacted upon the lives of individual children. At an organisational level, it 

is imperative that leaders model equity, diversity and inclusion, and embrace both critical challenge and 

accountability. 

Read the full report here: Adultification bias within child protection and safeguarding  

  

https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmiprobation/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2022/06/Academic-Insights-Adultification-bias-within-child-protection-and-safeguarding.pdf
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Learning from ‘Child A’ Local Child Safeguarding Practice Review: Adultification and Intersectionality 
 

 

In October 2023, Birmingham and West Sussex Safeguarding Children Partnerships jointly published the 

‘Child A’ Local Child Safeguarding Practice Review (LCSPR); the review found that services involved with 

the family didn’t fully understand Child A’s lived experience and the impact of her childhood trauma. This 

was an incredibly distressing and unusual case where tragically an innocent young man lost his life. You can 

download the full report and supporting documentation on our BSCP2020-21/02 webpage. 

In November 2023, to support with dissemination of the learning to front-line practitioners both 

partnerships also jointly hosted the webinar ‘Are you listening to me?’.  The session began with Joanna 

Nicolas, the Lead Reviewer, giving a detailed overview of the case. She discussed the emerging themes and 

learning identified from the review, which provided attendees with a clearer understanding of Child A’s 

background and her interactions with safeguarding services.  

This was then followed by a talk delivered by Jahnine Davis (Leading Specialist in Adultification) on 

adultification and intersectionality, and the impact this has on safeguarding practice from a practitioner’s 

perspective. Jahnine’s presentation also gave valuable context to the impact adultification and 

intersectionality had in this particular case, and how it shaped Child A’s, and her mother’s, lived 

experience. 

Jahnine emphasised the importance of being aware of the impact of adultification on frontline practice, “If 

our approaches to children are universal, if we have standardised assessments, then we have to think about 

how they potentially miss or overlook the experiences of those who experience those intersectional 

challenges and experiences of discrimination and bias”. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flscpbirmingham.org.uk%2Fcase-reviews-and-audits%2Flearning-from-reviews%2Fbscp2020-21-02&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.Adams%40birminghamchildrenstrust.co.uk%7Cfd9b009bc296413c163e08dc12addcee%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638405785138344957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DAGiU6Yx5t%2BMqdl%2B7GJ9qGkSJtFPdIfN%2FGxr3EuxMzI%3D&reserved=0
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Adultification refers to the societal perception or 

treatment of children, especially belonging to 

marginalised and racialised groups, as more 

mature, older, or responsible than they actually 
are.  

 

This often results in these children being held to 

higher standards of behaviour, discipline, or 

responsibility compared to their peers, potentially 

depriving them of their childhood and leading to 

various negative consequences, including biases in 

the education system or the criminal justice 

system. 

 

            

 

Intersectionality is a concept used to understand 

how various aspects of an individual’s social and 

political identities—such as race, gender, class, 

sexuality, and ability—intersect and interact, 
creating unique and interconnected experiences of 

discrimination or privilege. It acknowledges that 

these different aspects of identity cannot be 

considered in isolation and that systems of 

oppression or privilege are interlinked, influencing 

an individual’s experiences in complex ways.  

 

 
 

Developed by Kimberlé Crenshaw, 

intersectionality aims to highlight and address the 

overlapping and compounding effects of multiple 

forms of discrimination or advantage. 

 

https://lscpbirmingham.org.uk/learning-from-child-a-local-child-safeguarding-practice-review-adultification-

and-intersectionality 

  

https://lscpbirmingham.org.uk/learning-from-child-a-local-child-safeguarding-practice-review-adultification-and-intersectionality
https://lscpbirmingham.org.uk/learning-from-child-a-local-child-safeguarding-practice-review-adultification-and-intersectionality
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Child Q Update Report – Why was it me? 
 

In 2020, Child Q, a Black female child of secondary school age, was strip searched by female police officers 

from the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS). The search, which involved the exposure of Child Q’s 

intimate body parts, took place on school premises, without an Appropriate Adult present and with the 

knowledge that Child Q was menstruating.  

On the day of the search, teachers believed that Child Q smelt strongly of cannabis and they suspected 

that she might be carrying drugs. On questioning Child Q, she denied using or having any drugs in her 

possession and a search of her bag, blazer, scarf and shoes revealed nothing of significance.  

Remaining concerned, teachers sought advice from the Safer Schools Police Officer. Due to the 

restrictions arising from Covid-19, this officer was not on site. He recommended that the school call 101 

and ask for a female officer to attend. A male and female officer subsequently arrived at the school, 

followed by another two officers (one of whom was also female). After discussions between the police and 

teachers, Child Q was escorted to the medical room where she was strip searched.  

No Appropriate Adult was in attendance, teachers remained outside the room and Child Q’s mother was 

not contacted in advance. No drugs were found during either the strip search or a search of the room in 

which Child Q had been waiting beforehand. Child Q was later allowed to return home where she 

disclosed the events to her mother.  

Given these circumstances, a Local Child Safeguarding Practice Review (the review) was initiated by the 

City & Hackney Safeguarding Children Partnership (CHSCP). It was published in March 2022, making eight 

findings and 14 recommendations for improving practice. 

The original CSPR report can be read here 

https://chscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Child-Q-PUBLISHED-14-March-22.pdf 

The Child Q Update Report – Why was it me? was released on 20 June 2023 and evaluates the progress 

made in response to the initial Child Q review published in March 2022. 

Watch (and share) this short video for a summary of the update report and its findings. 

Update report: https://chscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/CHSCP-Child-Q-Update-Report-June-

2023.pdf 

Update videos: https://www.chscp.org.uk/child-q-update-videos/ 

 

https://youtu.be/mvP9TF9iPPk 

 

https://chscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Child-Q-PUBLISHED-14-March-22.pdf
https://chscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/CHSCP-Child-Q-Update-Report-June-2023.pdf
https://chscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/CHSCP-Child-Q-Update-Report-June-2023.pdf
https://www.chscp.org.uk/child-q-update-videos/
https://youtu.be/mvP9TF9iPPk
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Adultification: A social work issue webinar 
 

Shantel Thomas explores the topic of Adultification, paying particular attention to the appalling events 

surrounding Child Q.  

 

Shantel is a social worker and social work academic. She is also the Anti-Racism Lead at the British 

Association of Social Workers (BASW) and since 2006 has worked in direct practice safeguarding children, 

with a particular interest in working with vulnerable children and those within black and diverse 

communities.  

This webinar discusses the dehumanising nature of Adultification as a societal issue, as well as how the 

topic and racism go hand in hand. Both powerful and full of learning, this webinar is useful for Designated 

Safeguarding Leads.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RihlV_1NmQ 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RihlV_1NmQ
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Police Conduct Guidelines on Discrimination - Adultification 

 

The Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) has updated its guidelines on handling allegations of 

discrimination. The guidance outlines different types of discrimination and the types of allegations that may 

arise. The guidance includes a section on adultification, a form of bias where children from Black, Asian and 

minoritised ethnic communities are perceived as being more ‘grown up’ and less vulnerable than other 

children. The guidelines explain that this can lead to the safeguarding and welfare of a child not being 

appropriately considered. A case study related to the adultification of a young person in police custody is 

included. 

 

Guidelines for handling allegations of discrimination    

Adultification  

4.9 The National Society for the Protection against Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) describes adultification in 

the following way:  

Adultification is a form of bias where children from Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities are perceived as 

being more ‘streetwise’, more ‘grown up’, less innocent and less vulnerable than other children. This particularly 

affects Black children, who might be viewed primarily as a threat rather than as a child who needs support (Davis 

and Marsh, 2020; Georgetown Law Center on Poverty and Inequality, 2019). Children who have been adultified 

might also be perceived as having more understanding of their actions and the consequences of their actions. 

4.10 Adultification can impact on children of all ethnicities and can be associated with other factors such as 

poverty, homelessness or involvement in the criminal justice system. However, it is widely accepted that 

adultification particularly impacts Black children and is a form of racial bias. It can lead to the safeguarding 

and welfare of a child not being appropriate considered. Case studies 11 and 31 in Annex C explore 

adultification. 

Case study 11 Adultification 

Child S – a young Black girl - was arrested for common assault. Information was obtained that suggested 

that Child S may have taken drugs. She was taken to a cell and was extremely agitated. Multiple officers 

restrained her and conducted a strip search in order to remove her clothing and put her in anti-harm 

clothing. It was not known to officers at this time that Child S was a child.  

Child S was then left handcuffed in a rear stack position. Officers remained outside the cell to monitor her 

and identified a short time later that she had stopped breathing. They removed the restraints and placed 

her in the recovery position, at which point she began to breathe again. An ambulance was called, but 

Child S refused to be examined when they arrived. The paramedics did not have any concerns about Child 

S, but remained in the custody suite just in case.  

Officers became aware at this point that Child S was a child and the Custody Sergeant arranged for a 

family member to act as an appropriate adult.  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F18Rh6b1k3DRdTLXqKBSE04ovbIY0&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C28a7bc0ab75c44970dd308dd1837f221%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638693350820097208%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Yx1NMzfvkV%2FqJQupgNKCKmHTF2alyajfWkMEYsQ%2BsAQ%3D&reserved=0
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Child S’s mother later made a complaint that her daughter was subject to unreasonable use of force and a 

strip search, without the presence of an appropriate adult, and that this would not have occurred to a 

young White girl.  

In this case the complaint handler should:  

● Review whether the use of restraint was appropriate in the circumstances – what was the risk 

assessment involved? Is there evidence pointing towards / away from discriminatory reasons for the use of 

force?  

● Consider whether there is any evidence of adultification of Child S by the officers involved – especially 

linked to the known stereotype of Black people being bigger and stronger than White people – and this 

being used as rationale for employing restraints.  

● Consider obtaining comparator evidence - for example, of other people who have been strip searched in 

this custody suite.  

● When probing the officers’ accounts, ask them about their impressions of Child S and their decision-

making about the strip search of Child S.  

When asked about the incident, officers claimed that none of them knew she was a child due to her 

physical size and athleticism. Child S’ athletic build and her assumed age fed into the Custody Sergeant’s 

risk assessment. Because she was young and athletic the Custody Sergeant recorded on the custody 

record that he considered the risk of positional asphyxia to be low.  

Officers were found to have a case to answer in relation to a breach of the Equality and Diversity Standard 

of Professional Behaviour on the basis of the stereotypes and assumptions made about Child S, which are 

known race-based stereotypes.  

A case to answer was also found for the officers who put Child S in the rear stack position and left her 

alone in the cell This was on the grounds that they did not follow proper policy and procedure or take 

into account the well documented risks of this position resulting in positional asphyxia. 

 

 

Have you signed up yet to the Equality and Equity Charter? Sign up now on link or scan QR 

code with your phone camera 

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/xfp/form/677  

 

  

 

 

  

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/xfp/form/677
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Celebrating Good Practice - Director of Children’s Services awarded New Years Honour 
 

 

Congratulations to Florence Kroll, Royal Greenwich’s Director for 

Children’s Services, who has been awarded a CBE for her services to 

education in the New Year Honours 2025. His Majesty the King has 

awarded our dedicated children’s services lead of Commander of the 

Order of the British Empire.  
 

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/news/2024/childrens-services-lead-featured-

new-years-honours 

 

Florence has been a director in Greenwich since 2016, leading on the delivery of vital services and support 

for children, young people and their families. Earlier this year the service was deemed Outstanding by 

Ofsted, further reflecting Children Services’ hard work, care and efficiency.   

 

Since qualifying as a social worker in 1991, Florence has worked in several councils and settings – always 

with the dedication to young people at the core of her career.  Florence has been involved in innovative 

projects to deal with some of the toughest issues facing young people and their families, such as teenage 

mental health and wellbeing, or looking for new ways to deal with domestic abuse.  Florence promotes a 

strong education partnership and strives for inclusion for all children in schools and settings, and equality 

and equity within her workforce.  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have good practice you would like to share, please send an email with photos and a quote to 

childcare-support@royalgreeniwch.gov.uk or speak to your advisor.  

Councillor Adel Khaireh, Cabinet 

Member for Children and Young 

People: “I’d like to congratulate 

Florence on this incredible honour. 

For nearly a decade in Royal 

Greenwich, she has shown strong 

leadership and an ambitious vision for 

every young person in our borough to 

reach their full potential. This 

unwavering commitment has made a 

real difference to the lives of countless 

young people and their families, and I 

am thrilled that Florence’s impact is 

being recognised not just in 

Greenwich, but beyond. 

“I am very honoured to have been 

awarded a CBE. This is a reflection of 

all the hard work, care and compassion 

that staff in Greenwich show young 

people day in, day out. For me the true 

honour is being a part of a team that is 

so centered on improving the lives of 

children, and helping them get the best 

start in life. There’s nothing I can think 

of more rewarding than that, and I am 

incredibly grateful to everyone in Royal 

Greenwich who help us achieve that 

goal.” Florence  

Debbie Warren, Chief Executive for Royal Greenwich, said: 

"Florence’s expertise and guidance has steered our Children’s 

Services to an Outstanding Ofsted, which is a huge achievement 

in itself. But beyond that, Florence chairs our EDI steering group 

and constantly looks to promote and champion diversity and 

inclusion in our Council. I have great admiration for Florence’s 

leadership and vision and am proud she puts them to good use 

here in Greenwich.”   

http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/news/2024/childrens-services-lead-featured-new-years-honours
http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/news/2024/childrens-services-lead-featured-new-years-honours
mailto:childcare-support@royalgreeniwch.gov.uk
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Health & Wellbeing  
 

          
 

 

This SCOPE article has great links to inclusive books but also uses Winnie the Witch story to explain the 

social model of disability  

 https://www.scope.org.uk/advice-and-support/explaining-disability-to-kids 

 

Explaining disability to children 

 

The story of Winnie The Witch is a fun way for 

children to learn about colour. 

 

But it's also a great way to learn about the social 

model of disability. 

 

 

Social model of disability for children  

 

In this reading of Valerie Thomas's story: 

 

• Winnie represents society. 

• The house represents the environment. 

• Wilbur represents disabled people or 

people who are different. 

• The birds represent other people's 

attitudes. 

 

 

Seeing disability as a problem 

Winnie finds Wilbur a problem because she cannot see his black fur in her black house. He gets in the way. 

SCOPE say: Society treats disabled people as a problem. 

'Fixing' disabled people 

Winnie makes Wilbur green so she can see him in her black house. She does not ask if he wants to be 

green, because she thinks she knows best. 

   

https://www.scope.org.uk/advice-and-support/explaining-disability-to-kids
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1338654.Winnie_the_Witch
https://www.scope.org.uk/social-model-of-disability
https://www.scope.org.uk/social-model-of-disability
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SCOPE say: Society tries to change or 'fix' disabled people, even when they are not ill or in pain. 

What is normal? 

Wilbur is still a problem to Winnie. She makes a bigger change to Wilbur. This makes him very unhappy 

because he wants to be himself. The birds laugh at Wilbur. 

SCOPE say: Disabled people do not want to be changed to fit in to society. They want to be themselves. 

They want to be equal and contribute to society. The wrong change creates social attitudes that disrespect 

disabled people. The right change can make sure everyone is equal and respected. 

 

Change society! 

Winnie decides to change her house and keep Wilbur as he is. They can both live happily in the colourful 

house. 

SCOPE say: Changes in society remove barriers for everybody. It's better to change our environment 

and attitudes rather than try to change people with impairments or differences! 

Children's books featuring disabled characters 

Read more storybooks featuring disabled children. 

Scope has published storybooks featuring disabled children. 

• My Brother is an Astronaut - Lucy's younger brother Jake has sensory needs and sees the world 

differently. My Brother is an Astronaut on Kindle. 

• Haylee's Friends - Meet Charlie Chair and Lily, the walking frame. Haylee's Friends on Kindle.  

The following stories are no longer available as printed books but are available in PDF. 

• Celine’s New Splints (PDF) A story about Celine, who wears leg splints. 

• Fun in the Sun (PDF) Peg Ted and Mikki Dolly show how tube feeding does not stop children 

having fun. 

Check out SCOPE Pinterest boards of storybooks that include disabled children. 

• Children's storybooks featuring disabled characters 

• Children's storybooks for siblings of disabled children 

• Children's storybooks featuring deaf characters 

• Children's storybooks featuring characters with Down's syndrome 

• Children's storybooks on sleep 

• Books for autistic children (Happily Ever Elephants) 

• Books on autism for kids (Read Brightly) 

  

https://www.scope.org.uk/advice-and-support/storybooks-featuring-disabled-children
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Brother-Astronaut-Michelle-Rundle-ebook/dp/B00QF6BKVG/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Haylees-friends-Emma-Birch-ebook/dp/B00H8RVZE8/
https://assets-eu-01.kc-usercontent.com/73ea709e-f9f8-0168-3842-ebd7ad1e23ac/d141fe9f-2c7d-4610-8504-67001f408255/Celines%20New%20Splints.pdf
https://www.scope.org.uk/advice-and-support/shoes-and-leg-splints
https://assets-eu-01.kc-usercontent.com/73ea709e-f9f8-0168-3842-ebd7ad1e23ac/68b80523-3469-49dc-b3b1-ac978a5da536/Fun%20In%20The%20Sun.pdf
https://www.scope.org.uk/advice-and-support/tube-feeding
http://www.pinterest.com/scopestories/books-with-disabled-characters/
http://www.pinterest.com/scopestories/books-for-siblings-of-disabled-children/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/scopestories/deaf-characters-in-childrens-storybooks/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/scopestories/characters-with-downs-syndrome-in-childrens-storyb/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/scopestories/sleepy-storybooks/
https://happilyeverelephants.com/home/books-for-autistic-children
https://www.readbrightly.com/inspiring-books-on-autism-for-kids-tweens-and-teens/
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Supporting children’s mental health & wellbeing                    

Children’s Mental Health Week 
 

 

Children's Mental Health Week 2025 is taking place from 3-9 

February 2025 

The theme is 

 

www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/ 

 

 

Download  official free resources  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/resources/
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Children’s Mental Health Week 

 

 Week!  

Mental health in the early years is critical, the formative years of a child’s life shape their emotional 

resilience, cognitive development and social skills for a lifetime.  

The brain experiences the most rapid development in the first five years of life, connections forming in mass 

quantities and great speed in response to the new sensory world around them. This critical period of brain 

development is a window of opportunity to influence how children manage their emotions, build 

relationships and react to stresses. 

Adverse experiences during this time can alter brain development and can lead to an inability to handle 

stress, behavioural problems, anxiety and depression later in life. On the contrary, positive experiences 

during the curtail period help children to build secure attachments so and strong coping mechanisms, 

Mental health at this age isn’t about preventing issues but fostering skills that contribute to overall wellbeing 

through love, stability and responsive care giving.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children will rely on practitioners to 

meet their emotional and psychological 

needs, so warm, attuned, loving care 

giving is needed to help children feel safe 

and valued.  

Teaching your children about feelings and 

labelling emotions will help to build 

emotional intelligence and self-awareness.  

Self-awareness involves recognizing our 

strengths, challenges, preferences, 

emotions, and what makes us unique, 

including our fears, hopes, and dreams.  

Developing self-awareness begins in the 

early years as children start to understand 

what brings them joy or sadness and 

explore their individuality. This early 

sense of self helps them build meaningful 

relationships, develop their talents, and 

acquire the skills needed to face life's 

challenges with resilience and confidence 

as they grow into adulthood. 
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What can you do support mental health?  

Create a Safe and Nurturing 

Environment 

• Consistency and Routine: 

Establishing predictable routines 

helps children feel secure and 

reduces anxiety. 

• Physical Safety: Ensure the 

environment is free from hazards 

and provides safe spaces for children 

to explore and play. 

• Emotional Safety: Foster an 

atmosphere where children feel 

respected, valued, and accepted, 

regardless of their emotions or 

behaviour. 

 

Build Strong, Trusting 

Relationships 

• Be Attentive and 

Responsive: Show 

genuine interest in 

each child by listening 

to them, maintaining 

eye contact, and 

responding to their 

needs. 

• Positive 

Interactions: Use 

encouraging language 

and celebrate 

children’s 

achievements to build 

their confidence. 

• Secure 

Attachments: 

Provide consistent 

care, which helps 

children feel 

emotionally secure 

and supported. 

 

Encourage Positive Social 

Interactions 

• Foster Cooperation: Use 

group activities to teach 

sharing, turn-taking, and 

teamwork. 

 

Conflict Resolution: Guide 

children through resolving 

disagreements calmly and 

fairly, helping them develop 

problem-solving skills. 

• Promote Empathy: 

Encourage children to 

think about others’ 

feelings by asking 

questions like, “How 

do you think they 

feel?” 

 

Support Self-Regulation 

• Calming Techniques: 

Teach children strategies 

like deep breathing, 

mindfulness activities, or 

quiet time when they feel 

overwhelmed. 

• Practice Patience: 

Gently guide children 

through challenging 

emotions without 

punishment, focusing on 

understanding and growth. 

• Set Clear Boundaries: 

Establish rules and 

expectations in a 

supportive way to help 

children feel safe and 

secure. 
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Promote Emotional Literacy 

• Teach Emotion Vocabulary: Help 

children recognize and name their 

feelings, starting with simple emotions 

like happy, sad, and angry, and gradually 

introducing more complex ones. 

• Use Visual Tools: Emotion charts or 

flashcards can help children identify and 

express their feelings. 

 

• Model Emotional Expression: 

Demonstrate healthy ways to talk 

about and handle emotions. For 

example, say, “I’m feeling frustrated 

right now, so I’m going to take a 

deep breath.” 

 

Encourage Play-Based Learning 

• Emotional Expression 

Through Play: Provide 

opportunities for pretend 

play, art, and storytelling, 

which allow children to 

process their feelings and 

experiences. 

• Outdoor Play: Promote 

physical activity and time in 

nature, which can boost mood 

and reduce stress. 

• Unstructured Play: Allow 

children time to explore and 

engage in imaginative activities 

at their own pace. 

 

Partner with Families 

• Communicate 

Regularly: Share 

observations about the 

child’s progress and any 

concerns with parents 

or caregivers. 

• Provide Resources: 

Offer information on 

child development, 

mental health, and 

parenting strategies. 

• Collaborate on 

Solutions: Work 

together to address 

challenges, ensuring 

consistency between 

the home and care 

setting. 

 

Prioritise Practitioner Well-

Being 

• Self-Care: Ensure 

practitioners have access 

to mental health 

resources and take time 

to manage their own 

stress. 

• Professional 

Development: Offer 

training on mental health 

awareness and strategies 

to support children 

effectively. 

• Team Collaboration: 

Create a supportive 

work culture where staff 

can share challenges and 

successes. 
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Advocate for Mental Health 

Awareness 

• Raise Awareness: Educate 

others about the importance of 

mental health in the early years. 

• Promote Inclusion: Ensure 

that the nursery or early years 

setting is welcoming to all 

children, including those with 

diverse needs or backgrounds. 

• Implement Policies: Advocate 

for policies that prioritize mental 

health support within early years 

settings. 

 

  

Observe and Respond to Early 

Signs of Challenges 

• Watch for Changes: Be 

alert to signs of stress, 

anxiety, withdrawal, or 

behavioural changes that 

might indicate mental health 

concerns. 

• Provide Early Support: Use 

targeted interventions like 

extra one-on-one attention, 

small group activities, or 

tailored strategies to help 

children who are struggling. 

• Seek Professional Help: 

Refer families to specialists or 

support services when 

additional assistance is 

needed. 

 



Royal Greenwich Early Years & Childcare E-bulletin 
3 February 2025 

 

41 | P a g e  

 

EYC Training 
 

  Bitesize Webinars and Online Trainings    

 
Make use of the currently free series webinars produced by our Early Years & Childcare Advisors to 

share key messages about important themes. You may use these for your staff training and inductions. 

You will need to register each individual person so they can receive their certificate, and we can track 

demand. 

   

 

 
 

 To receive link and watch, email eyc.training@royalgreenwich.gov.uk  

Pls do not share the link with anyone else and remember to complete 

evaluation to receive certificates and handouts. 

• Ofsted Trends  

 

• Staff Wellbeing  

 

• Child Safety  

 

• Having Difficult Conversations with Parents  

 

• Mental Health Awareness  

 

• Female Genital Mutilation   

 

• LADO Managing Allegations  

 

• Emergency Planning 

 

• Child Exploitation  

 

• Fabricated Illness 

 

• Child Abuse Linked to Faith & Belief 

 

• Provider Forum – CSA & Expansion  

 

• Welfare Rights for the Self Employed – openly available 

 

• Childcare Sufficiency Briefing  

 

• Synergy – Funding Portal User Guide – openly available 
 

• Compassion Mind Training 

 

 

Please complete evaluation to 

receive a copy of the 

presentation/certificate.  

State name of training   

 

mailto:eyc.training@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
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Area Training Courses/Webinars Day Date Start End Cost 

Safeguarding & Welfare Intermediate Safeguarding Thursday  06 February 2025 10:00 15:00 £45 

Learning & Development Curriculum & Teaching  Thursday  13 February 2025 09:30 13:00 £45 

Learning & Development Safeguarding Forum Thursday  06 March 2025 18:30 20:30 Free 

Safeguarding & Welfare Safer Recruitment  Tuesday  18 March 2025 09:30 13:00 £45 

Safeguarding & Welfare Designated Safeguarding Person  Thursday  20 March 2025 10:00 17:00 £60 

Safeguarding & Welfare Intermediate Safeguarding  Saturday  22 March 2025 09:30 14.30 £45 

Safeguarding & Welfare Domestic Abuse Awareness  Thursday  27 March 2025 19:00 21:00 £30 

Learning & Development  Equality Diversity & Inclusion  Expressions of interest 09:30 12:00 £30 

 

Cancellation Policy Must be made in 

writing by e-mail at least 14 working days 

before the course 

eyc.training@royalgreenwich.gov.uk  
 

Where cancellation is not received, or it is 

received too late to be able to fill the place, 

and you do not attend the training you will be 

charged the full amount – where courses are 

free, you will be charged an admin fee of £10. 

  

 Book via Direct Services to Schools below or the attached QR 

code  

 

https://servicestoschools.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/courses/list?category=pvi  
  

http://tinyurl.com/EYC-Training-Portal 
 

  

mailto:eyc.training@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
https://servicestoschools.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/courses/list?category=pvi
http://tinyurl.com/EYC-Training-Portal
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Paediatric First Aid Training Dates 
 

 

 

 

Day Dates Start Finish  

Wednesday 26 February 2025 08:45 16:30 £55.00 

Saturday  08 March 2025 08:45 16:30 £55.00 

Saturday  22 March 2025 08:45 16:30 £55.00 

 
 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  

 

You must complete the online part of PFA before you attend the in-person date. You will be sent a link in advance of the in-

person date. 

 

You must arrive on time so leave good time for your journey. If you are late, you will not be permitted entry and will still 
be charged. This is to ensure you complete the hours required for certification.  

 

There is an exam which you must pass before receiving your certificate on the day. 

 

If you do not pass, you will need to do the course again to safely embed your knowledge and practice. You will have to re-

book and pay for the course again.  
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DFE training support  

 

 
Guidance for people who work 

in early years, from the 

Department for Education. 

The Help for early years providers has a wealth of information that 

can help. For example, there’s useful advice on reducing paperwork so 

you have more time to focus on areas such as sensory food 

education. 
 

Early years child 

development 

training 

 

This training: 

• is free for childminders and nurseries 

• combines theory with practical tips and ideas to use in your 

setting 

• includes opportunities to reflect on your practice 

• reinforces your understanding through learning check questions 

and tests 

• links to additional resources 

• offers the opportunity to download certificates of completion 

• has been developed by expert practitioners 

• 7 modules can be completed in any order and at any time 9with 

another one coming soon!) 

 1 Understanding child development and the EYFS  

2 Brain development & how children learn  

3 Supporting children's personal, social & emotional development  

4 Supporting language development in the early years  

5 Supporting physical development in the early years 

6 Mathematics 

7 Effective curriculum & assessment 

8 Supporting individual needs & differences  

 

Early years child development training: Home page (education.gov.uk) 

 

 

Early Years SEND Partnership Training and Seminars 

About the EYSEND Partnership 

Introduction 

The Council for Disabled Children (CDC) leads the EYSEND 

Partnership and is working with five partners: nasen, Speech and 

Language UK, Contact, Dingley's Promise, and the Early Childhood Unit 
(ECU) at the National Children’s Bureau. Providing support across 9 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffamilyandchildcaretrust-enews.org%2F77Z-867ZO-DCOEWH-51BX97-1%2Fc.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cdab877c0e4444ded709808dafd3eb24c%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638100742982583655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F1fl1sy9b2MQx1lB9Dl%2FksfDdaauUuj7uOVTWi3G5Fc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffamilyandchildcaretrust-enews.org%2F77Z-867ZO-DCOEWH-51BX98-1%2Fc.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cdab877c0e4444ded709808dafd3eb24c%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638100742982583655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fT4MzT5pVITOuiEI4xNB8X9eb9yz471nJcwclTv0WoQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffamilyandchildcaretrust-enews.org%2F77Z-867ZO-DCOEWH-51BX99-1%2Fc.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cdab877c0e4444ded709808dafd3eb24c%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638100742982583655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=elTrmeBLN2%2B0%2FGkRwL1WbrRjNPvH5V3oZlx8KfQ%2FTlk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffamilyandchildcaretrust-enews.org%2F77Z-867ZO-DCOEWH-51BX99-1%2Fc.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cdab877c0e4444ded709808dafd3eb24c%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638100742982583655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=elTrmeBLN2%2B0%2FGkRwL1WbrRjNPvH5V3oZlx8KfQ%2FTlk%3D&reserved=0
https://child-development-training.education.gov.uk/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedua-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu%2Fclick%2F195f6ae4d8781e0%2F195f6ae4d86de76&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C3acfe2f36bb6473f79e908dd0d383649%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638681258037446293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dPHyE5Qxf2MOgNu8NR8KOa20PBKtTFkkxLAYNclwOoY%3D&reserved=0
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English regions, the partners each bring specific expertise to the 

project, and work on different aspects of early years, SEN and 

Disability: 

• nasen on a whole setting approach to SEN and Disability 

• Speech and Language UK on early identification and an early 

response to speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) 

in young children, and the development of a local SLCN 

pathway 

• Contact on working with parent carers in the early years 

• The Council for Disabled Children on Ordinarily Available 

Provision and the Equality Act 

• Dingley's Promise on strategic support for transitions 

• The Early Childhood Unit (ECU) at NCB on the home learning 

environment. 

The programme is being grant-funded by the DfE through their VCS 

programme from August 2023 to March 2025. They are working with 

family hubs networks to best support disabled children and children 

with SEN during their earliest years. There are three main strands of 

activity:  

• Strategic support to family hub areas through regular meetings 

or ‘action learning sets’ 

• Targeted training for practitioners from family hub areas. 

• Open-access training for parents and carers. 

The learning from all this work is shared through a series of regional 

seminars and events to be held in January, February and March. See 

more about their upcoming events and seminars by accessing 

their training calendar. 

 

 

Expanded support opportunities available for registered 

practitioners on the Early Years Professional Development 

Programme  

The Early Years Professional Development Programme (EYPDP) has 

recently launched additional catch-up webinars to support practitioners 

who registered for the programme but are not fully on track with their 

learning.  

https://nasen.org.uk/news/free-early-years-training-now-available
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/eysend/
https://contact.org.uk/practitioners/advice/early-years/
https://dingley.org.uk/
https://www.ncb.org.uk/what-we-do/improving-practice/focusing-early-years/early-childhood-unit
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteamup.com%2Fkst132vu5f8pgrb9un%3Fmc_cid%3D4eb4bac3a8%26mc_eid%3D540cd4c35c%26mc_cid%3D47b4d6ab34%26mc_eid%3DUNIQID&data=05%7C01%7CPFilippou%40ncb.org.uk%7Ca5c68c7c898347ea8b7308dbf26be884%7Cadc87355e29c4519954f95e35c776178%7C0%7C0%7C638370317497907220%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZdgssNC45afnin0SPCJQkoNhr1wU2qdjZ86VDisTmUs%3D&reserved=0
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Lauren, Support Team Manager for the EYPDP, highlighted that these 

new sessions are part of an ongoing effort to provide accessible, flexible 

learning opportunities for practitioners juggling demanding roles.  

"These catch-up webinars are designed to help practitioners stay on 

track, especially those who might have faced barriers to attendance. 

We’re committed to offering support through every stage of the 

programme."  

If you have registered for the EYPDP and require assistance, please 

contact the support team at EYPDPsupport@edt.org. For further 

information about the programme, please visit www.earlyyearspdp.com. 

 

 

Supporting Early Minds Webinar  

The Supporting Early Minds Research Network are hosting a webinar 

on Thursday 1h January 2025 13:00 – 14:00, “Getting it right for babies 

in group-based care. Growing cultures for voice, agency, and early 

relationships in early childhood environments”. 

 

Dr Caroline Guard will be discussing her work at The University of 

Roehampton that captured babies’ experiences of group based early 

childhood settings.  

 

This is a free event, and more information can be found here:  

 

Getting it right for babies in group-based care webinar 

 

 

 This is free online for any parent or professional in Greenwich.  

• Parent carers can also access courses via registration at  

www.inourplace.co.uk  

Using the code RBGFAMILY and entering a Greenwich postcode.  

   
Professionals/Family Hub Staff working in Greenwich can access 

them by going to:  

https://solihullapproachparenting.com/online-courses-prf-greenwich/  
 

Entering the access code RBGFAMILY_PRF and a Greenwich 

postcode (work or home) when registering  

The content includes all courses for Parents online plus  

• Understanding Brain Development  

• Understanding Attachment  

• Understanding Trauma  

 

 

http://www.earlyyearspdp.com/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedua-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu%2Fclick%2F195f6ae4d8781e0%2F195f6ae4d86de8c&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C3acfe2f36bb6473f79e908dd0d383649%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638681258037657798%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S1MSEmy5O69N9jxcsOhjP%2F93xh9PSqnYGdVJqUGXFXI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.inourplace.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKaljit.Schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C2bbe9fa6d5a24b9f347908db81f2f407%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638246652685851188%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e1rvi0hw3LJbwkS6JvC9SLKpLkXpf%2BTtjuU1QEJghYU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsolihullapproachparenting.com%2Fonline-courses-prf-greenwich%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKaljit.Schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C2bbe9fa6d5a24b9f347908db81f2f407%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638246652685851188%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=82BUEbSSRFlLhWZXeyEslwHOtYAl3gNMPT%2BRB605up8%3D&reserved=0
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FREE Early Years Maths Training for Greenwich Settings 

Improving outcomes for children by embedding maths into 

play and activities. 

Maths Champions is an online professional development programme 

with 12 months access. The aim of this innovative programme is to 

improve children’s maths outcomes by providing access to a range of 

bespoke online training, evaluative tools and resources which can all be 

used to develop the knowledge, skills and confidence of practitioners 

working in your setting.   

 

As a Greenwich regsitered setting, this training is FREE to you. It 

normally costs £1,148. 

 
https://ndna.org.uk/champions-programmes/maths-champions-early-

years-maths-training/ 

 

Watch a video about it here https://youtu.be/TEPEBjgJA-w 

 

To register your interest please follow the link to complete the short 

Expression of Interest form. If you meet the criteria, you will then be 

sent the full registration materials. 

Mercers Champions Expression of Interest (zohopublic.eu) 

 

 

An introduction to speech, language and communication 

 

Free online short course which  is a great place to start learning about 

children and young people’s speech and language development. 

 

https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/educators-and-professionals/training-

courses/an-introduction-to-speech-language-communication/ 

 

 

 

 

  

https://ndna.org.uk/champions-programmes/maths-champions-early-years-maths-training/
https://ndna.org.uk/champions-programmes/maths-champions-early-years-maths-training/
https://youtu.be/TEPEBjgJA-w
https://survey.zohopublic.eu/zs/M2BjG7
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/educators-and-professionals/training-courses/an-introduction-to-speech-language-communication/
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/educators-and-professionals/training-courses/an-introduction-to-speech-language-communication/
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Free Perinatal and Infant Mental Health Awareness Training opportunities for childminders and 

practitioners.    

 

Steps to register and book a course are below. 

See attached flyer for Course information.  To book a course, you must first register an account with 

Family Hubs on Direct Services to Schools. Please note that if you have previously registered under the 

Family Hubs and have an account, there is no need to register again, instead login with your details. If you 

have an account with Early Years and Childcare or Schools, you will need to use a different email address.  

To register an account: 

1. Go to the https://servicestoschools.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/register webpage 

2. Select ‘Family Hubs’ from the drop-down menu – you need to select this to be able to book on 

the Family Hub training. 

3. Fill in the remaining fields: 

a. Use a different email address if you are already registered with the Service to 

Schools website for a different reason. 

b. Click ‘Courses’ in the ‘Reason for registering’ 

4. Click ‘Register’ 

To book a course: 

1. Go to the Direct services to school website 

2. Click on ‘Courses’ at the top of the screen. 

3. Click on ‘Family Hubs’ 

4. A summary of Family Hubs and courses available is listed. 

5. Select the course of your choosing and click on ‘Book Course’. 

6. Complete the Booking form - Fill in as much of the form as you can or feel comfortable doing. 

There are two mandatory sections, the ‘Equal Opportunities Monitoring’ drop-down list, and the 

check box about your application being supported by your manager. 

7. Click ‘Book Course’ 

8. The booking system will send an email to childrens-commissioning for the commissioning team to 

approve. 

9. Once approved, you should receive an email that you are booked on the course. 

 For more information or queries email Jacqueline.Danquah@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

 

 

Date Time Location Deadline to book on 

training 

6th March 2025 9:00am - 4:30pm Metro GAVS 

1st Floor Equitable House, 

7 General, Gordon Square, 

Woolwich, London SE18 6FH 

14th February 2025 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fservicestoschools.royalgreenwich.gov.uk%2Fregister&data=05%7C02%7CKaljit.Schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Ca8a51f5b9fed4ea7a84808dd39398942%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638729641467707254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DHVlso2t3UcJQwuhIIseD00DNW1w9pagYoX6nOO8%2B%2Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fservicestoschools.royalgreenwich.gov.uk%2Fhome&data=05%7C02%7CKaljit.Schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Ca8a51f5b9fed4ea7a84808dd39398942%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638729641467743398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PtyKMHAb36tLiDiWi%2B0f3o4Kz0XcSTmLJlkjhnUJbOI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Jacqueline.Danquah@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
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Childcare Choices 

 
 

An online application is quick and easy. 

 

You get an immediate response on whether you 

are eligible for a place 

 

                     

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-tax-free-childcare 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-30-hours-free-childcare 

 

 

 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 

 

Here is the link to some videos from Childcare Choices which you can share on your social media 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/providers/guidance-and-resources/social-media/short-films-2022/ 

 

  

Access the online portal. 

https://tinyurl.com/Together-for-Twos 

 

https://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/apply-30-hours-free-childcare
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.childcarechoices.gov.uk%2Fproviders%2Fguidance-and-resources%2Fsocial-media%2Fshort-films-2022%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKaljit.Schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C349660a537a24d2d1ab308db47591d7e%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638182220288380066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jpf8uyWsojdVCHFeuhBo5pdVM1qQilpHRKCRWoTNA0k%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-tax-free-childcare
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
https://tinyurl.com/Together-for-Twos
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Working Parent Entitlements 
 

 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 

NEW APPLICATIONS:  Eligible working parents of babies aged 9 – 23 months, 2-year-olds and 3-year-olds 

codes to take up a place from 1 January 2025 must be dated no later than 31 December 2024. All codes 

must be verified before a child is offered or takes up a place. Pls do not wait until headcount date.  

 

When you receive a code, you can validate on Synergy here Provider Portal. If you need to be set up, 

please childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk with your request 

 

 

If you receive queries from parents regarding their eligibility, you direct them 

to https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/  and they can call HMRC on 0300 123 4097 in the first instance. 

This is the parent-facing website which helps parents understand what entitlements they may be able to 

receive. 

  

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
https://greenwich.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/Synergy/Login.aspx/?ReturnUrl=%2FSynergy%2FProviders%2F
mailto:childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.childcarechoices.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cf88cb77ff6fc4b697e7108dc0b74ab36%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638397842925939116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mEH195z%2F%2BX5AD9dqdWRThBGOPKJZABwcKEtChKrVcq4%3D&reserved=0
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How to use Tax-Free Childcare   

 

• Childcare expansion  

• Combining schemes  

• Universal Credit Childcare  

• 15- & 30-Hours support  

• Tax-Free Childcare  

• Guidance and resources 

CHILDCARE APPLICATIONS FOR WORKING PARENTS  

By 31 March for Summer 

 Children can only take up a place and be funded in the Summer term if the code is dated before 31 

March 2025 AND has been verified via Synergy or with Families Information Service AND the child 

meets age criteria ie term after they turn 9 months old, 2 years old or 3 years old  

Remember to sign the SLA and ensure that you have a refundable deposit to cover children who are 

converting places pending headcount payments where necessary. 

Please also note that your charging policy and additional fees are within the terms of the statutory 

guidance for delivering early years entitlements. You are not able to make additional charges to 

parents/carers to deliver the EYFS eg staff, space, EYFS resources, top up fees, registration fees and 

deposits must be fully refundable. You may charge for meals, other consumables, additional hours or 

additional services as long as they are not a condition of taking up a funded place and parents are 

provided with optional alternatives. You must also be mindful of impact on low income or 

disadvantaged families around additional charges.  

 

 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/childcare-expansion
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/combining-schemes
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/how-universal-credit-childcare-works
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/how-apply-help-childcare-working-parents
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/how-use-tax-free-childcare
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/guidance-and-resources
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Keeping Children Safe 

 

You don’t need to be sure that a child or young person has 

been abused - it’s OK to report a suspicion. 

 

Early Years & Childcare   020 8921 3877  

childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

 

 

 

LADO   020 8921 3930 

 childrens-LADO@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ofsted:  0300 123 4666 / enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

DBS Regional Office:  0300 105 3081 / Kiranpreet.rehal@dbs.gov.uk  

DBSRegionaloutreach@dbs.gov.uk  

Prevent Team 020 8921 8340 prevent@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

 

mailto:childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
mailto:childrens-LADO@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
mailto:Kiranpreet.rehal@dbs.gov.uk
mailto:DBSRegionaloutreach@dbs.gov.uk
mailto:prevent@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
mailto:prevent@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
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Free Safeguarding Training  

Free Safeguarding Bitesize Webinars    

  

 

 
 

 

If you missed the free webinars, email 

eyc.training@royalgreenwich.gov.uk for your link. You cannot 

share this link with anyone else except people who have 

registered.  

 

You will have 21 days to watch the video and complete the 

evaluation for your certificate and any handouts.  

 

The QR code will be in the video and in the YouTube notes  

 

• Female Genital Mutilation   

 

• LADO Managing Allegations  
 

• Emergency Planning 

 

• Child Exploitation  

 

• Fabricated Illness 

 

• Child Abuse Linked to Faith & Belief  

  

 

 

  

Please complete evaluation to 

receive a copy of the 

presentation/certificate.  

State name of training   

 

https://tinyurl.com/EYC-

Evaluation 

mailto:eyc.training@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
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GSCP & NSPCC Learning  
 

Greenwich child safeguarding practice review: Child I 
 

Greenwich Safeguarding Children Partnership 

Death of a 16-year-old boy in October 2023. Child I had been subject to a full care order since February 

2023 and had previously been subject to a child protection plan. He had multiple missing episodes from 

home and from care and was known to have gang affiliations.  

Learning themes include: the impact of placement insufficiency; strategic responses to child criminal 

exploitation and child sexual exploitation; the role and relevance of the national referral mechanism 

(NRM); the family as a system; and managing risk that escalates rapidly.  

Recommendations to the Partnership include: develop a strategic approach to adultification in the context 

of intra- and extra-familial risk; ensure approaches to adultification consider the intersection of ethnicity 

and gender, with a particular focus on how these factors influence the way risk is understood and 

responded to; increase understanding of the risk of criminal and sexual exploitation in the context of family 

and community systems; consider how services can work together to hold the ‘system’ around a child in 

mind when responding to individual incidents; update, share and promote local practice guidance on the 

NRM; ensure practice guidance reflects the limitations of the NRM and gives suitable weight to risk 

assessments and safety planning outside of the NRM; review opportunities for regional commissioning of 

placements to establish a range of local placement options for children experiencing exploitation; and 

explore local arrangements to allow for child mental health services to hold responsibility for children 

experiencing exploitation across neighbouring boroughs. 

Read practice review (PDF) 

 

Below you can read GSCP 7 minute briefing about Child I 

https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/7-Minute-Briefing-Child-I.pd 

https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/search2?SearchTerm=GREENWICH+SAFEGUARDING+CHILDREN+PARTNERSHIP&Fields=A&Media=%23&Dispfmt=B&SearchPrecision=10&DataSetName=LIVEDATA
https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/filetransfer/2024GreenwichChildILCSPR.pdf?filename=CC18C70DB7C8C3D49403BB94EB176F95207E5F66235DCA89651F5ED2BA2CCB261B317B373B9C401D8385E91C9E69B0723397F7676E3E3E8CB38ACA79CAA868A35A64F96CE19AC97E7349F6CD6604D0867A&DataSetName=LIVEDATA
https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/7-Minute-Briefing-Child-I.pd
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GSCP 7-Minute Briefings 
 

https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/policies-practice-guidance/gscp-7-minute-briefings/ 

GSCP regularly produce 7-minute briefings as a quick and simple way to share learning on a range of 

safeguarding topics. 

 

7-minute briefings are based on a technique borrowed from the FBI! In a world of 

increasing pressures and demands on time, it can be hard to find the time for 

learning and development. Learning for seven minutes is manageable, and learning is 

more memorable as it is simple and not clouded by other issues and pressures. 

  

Such short briefings will not have all the answers, but they will act as a catalyst to 

help services discuss and reflect on their practice. 

 

 

All 7-minute briefings are available below. 

• 7 minute briefing Childhood Obesity 

• 7 minute briefing ICON 

• 7 minute briefing – Child I 

• Child Safeguarding Practice Review Child A  

• Child Safeguarding Practice Review Child DA  

• Child Safeguarding Practice Review Child B 

• Fabricated Illness and Perplexing Presentations 

• See the Adult, See the Child  

• Serious Case Review Child Z 

• Supervision Orders  

• Working with Children with SEND 

 

Free School Safeguarding Poster Pack Times Educational Supplement  

What's in the pack? 

Primary poster: 'Share your worries' — encourages younger students to talk to their safeguarding lead.  

Secondary poster: 'Share your concerns' — highlights common issues for older students and promotes 

peer support.  

A-Z of stress poster: A vibrant, all-age infographic with tips to manage stress.  

Parent safeguarding poster: Helps parents recognise signs of concern and contact the safeguarding 

lead.  

Staff safeguarding poster: Emphasises the importance of recording low-level concerns to ensure a safe 

environment. 

Download your safeguarding poster pack today!  

 

https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/policies-practice-guidance/gscp-7-minute-briefings/
https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/7-minutes-Childhood-Obesity-updated-June-2024.pdf
https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/7-minute-briefing-ICON.pdf
https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/7-Minute-Briefing-Child-I.pdf
https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/GSCP-7-min-briefing-Child-A-Dec-2020-Final.pdf
https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child-DA-7-Minute-Briefing.pdf
https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/7-min-briefing-Child-B-CSPR.pdf
https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/7-Minute-Briefing-FII-2.pdf
https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/STASTC-7-min-briefing.png
https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/7-min-briefing-Child-Z.pdf
https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/7-min-briefing-Supervision-Orders-2021.pdf
https://greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/7-min-briefing-Safeguarding-with-Children-with-SEND.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.tes.com%2Fc%2FAQiVjhAQzfd0GISusIgBILCRyRodLTBDBNtQjr1EHoi5xkATEDgkJG4ieANIrcAGteLrmg&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C7739554dda0c4b7279c108dd38a26a66%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638728992414182671%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8DCpxNvP848Chtl%2BNPwEJmLezT0HZbsQSwQq%2FxjlqT8%3D&reserved=0
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Child safeguarding incidents 
 

NSPCC Learning has published a CASPAR briefing summarising the recent Child Safeguarding Practice 

Review Panel’s annual report, which looked at the child safeguarding system in England, based on serious 

child safeguarding incidents occurring between April 2023 and March 2024. The CASPAR briefing 

summarises: the context and challenges in the safeguarding and child protection system; data from rapid 

reviews; spotlight themes and learning for practice; and plans for the Panel’s future work. 

 

Summary of the Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel annual report 2023/24 

Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill 

 

The Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill has been published and introduced to Parliament for its First 

reading on 17th December. The Bill aims to change the law to better protect children and raise standards 

in education in England. Measures proposed in the Bill include: the introduction of registers in every local 

authority in England to identify children who are not in school; a system of unique identifier numbers for 

children across services to assist information and data sharing; strengthening the role of education 

professionals in safeguarding; greater support for families to stay together, including access to Family group 

decision-making meetings for all families with children at risk of entering the care system; and stronger 

regulation of children’s social care providers. Additionally, parents will no longer have an automatic right to 

educate their children at home if their child is subject to a child protection investigation or under a child 

protection plan. The DfE has published policy summary notes on measures in the Bill. 

 

Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 2024 

 

 

Unregistered children’s homes 
 

The Children’s Commissioner for England has published a new report on the use of unregistered children’s 

homes in England. The Commissioner requested information from local authorities about looked after 

children placed in unregistered children’s homes on 1 September 2024. The report found that: 775 looked 

after children were living in unregistered placements; the majority of children in unregistered homes were 

older teens; and the majority of children were placed in out-of-local-authority-area accommodation. 

Recommendations include: investment in developing therapeutic children’s homes with joint health and 

social care support and stronger disincentives for providers and local authorities to prevent the use of 

unregistered children’s homes. 

 

Illegal children’s homes   

Contact MASH and Ofsted to report suspected illegal provision 

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F18U99KPmphwPCL0BY1q3mbBspE08&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C40dcc419e40e471e003008dd2e3b0596%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638717553227673638%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EbK3SG1z6yOGolstvU41yS%2BxIu2UnQxRjDHgywky42k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F18U9afdwIDfOsKCtfKH30EjXZjiS&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C40dcc419e40e471e003008dd2e3b0596%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638717553227716094%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AT7EOH4Y41BWEw6gfcd1OYaWffCwlSpJLcakw3KSNzY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F18U9aYNMbEQhIK2gblBxuloJlOfZ&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C40dcc419e40e471e003008dd2e3b0596%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638717553227749870%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fUHdrELzp0HtRffdd%2BK%2BtSziaAEBLGAJAT2G5WdkqQM%3D&reserved=0
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Maternal support 
 

Community Care has published a blog post on maternal deaths and social care involvement in the UK. The 

blog explores the deaths of women who died in pregnancy or shortly after giving birth and were known to 

social services, and looks at: rates of social care involvement; mental health-related deaths; infant care 

proceedings; and supporting mothers to navigate complex systems. The blog calls for the creation of a joint 

national health and social care pathway for women at risk of, or experiencing separation from their baby. 

 

‘We are failing women who have their newborn babies removed: that needs to change’  

SIGN UP FOR FREE PERINATAL AND INFARNT MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS 

TRAINING – SEE ATTACHED FLYER  

https://servicestoschools.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/courses/list?category=family-hubs 

 

Family courts – Taking me seriously 

 

 

Cafcass has created a new animated film explaining family court proceedings to children and young people. 

Made in collaboration with young people who have experiences of family court proceedings, the latest 

Taking Me Seriously film explains to children and young people what court recommendations are and why 

it is important that they are understood clearly. While aimed at young people, the film is also useful for 

professionals to help develop an understanding into what it’s like for children to go through court 

proceedings. 

 

Watch the film: Cafcass emphasises the importance of explaining decision making to children in new 

animated film  

 

www.cafcass.gov.uk/cafcass-emphasises-importance-explaining-decision-making-children-new-animated-film 

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F197RZgtqrzTm3cym7verLz8OWwqu&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cc8ed4b5affa344c5086308dd393e12b3%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638729660964023428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=90h8nXkirZF86qLgcpLdP3VRAZa4%2BXyl8BmKsH7C1lw%3D&reserved=0
https://servicestoschools.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/courses/list?category=family-hubs
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F197RY2v0FczTXdwHUb2XDply0maD&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cc8ed4b5affa344c5086308dd393e12b3%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638729660963965348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mz030IjNxeL2%2FRQrv8XoSFx87MvLfh7HSdDf2xcBXeo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F197RY2v0FczTXdwHUb2XDply0maD&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cc8ed4b5affa344c5086308dd393e12b3%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638729660963965348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mz030IjNxeL2%2FRQrv8XoSFx87MvLfh7HSdDf2xcBXeo%3D&reserved=0
http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/cafcass-emphasises-importance-explaining-decision-making-children-new-animated-film
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Child sexual exploitation and abuse 
 

The Digital Futures for Children centre has published a report exploring technology-facilitated child sexual 

exploitation and abuse (CSEA).  Based on expert interviews, consultation and desk research, the report 

sets out six guiding principles to support policymakers, researchers, and practitioners in understanding and 

responding to technology-facilitated CSEA. The principles are based on a holistic and context-sensitive 

child rights approach. Key recommendations include: children’s voices count and should be used to inform 

the design of measures to respond to technology-facilitated CSEA; language matters and professionals 

should avoid using words that blame children; and responses to technology-facilitated CSEA, whether by 
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legislators, law enforcement, social welfare institutions or parents, must avoid placing blame on children, 

both explicitly and implicitly. 

Principle 1: Children’s voices count 

It is vital to take children’s perspectives and experiences into account when making decisions, including the 

voices of child victims. Understanding how children perceive the dynamics of risks and harms in the digital 

environment is essential for developing effective interventions. This principle asserts that children’s voices 

both enhance the credibility of the narratives concerning children’s safety but also empower them. 

Principle 2: Language matters 

Clear, consistent and precise terminology in policy, research and advocacy matters. Everyday terms used 

by children or the public are often at odds with those used in legislation or other formal contexts. Efforts 

are required to use language in ways that accurately reflect the experiences of children and the nature of 

the abuse. Without agreed language, we cannot reach a consensus on preventive and protective measures 

or societal recognition and endorsement of those measures. 

Principle 3: Take care with context 

It is essential to recognise that technology-facilitated forms of CSEA are forms of child sexual exploitation 

and abuse. While recognising that technology-facilitated CSEA may occur without an offline component, 

this principle recognises the complexity of technology-facility abuse and the fact that, most often, it results 

in a combination of risks and impacts, including normalising and spreading child sexual abuse. Moreover, 

these contexts vary across cultures, geopolitical settings and regulatory frameworks in myriad ways. This 

may require case-specific protective measures and a comprehensive and coordinated approach to 

prevention and mitigation. 

Principle 4: Avoid blaming children 

In addressing technology-facilitated CSEA, it is important not to stigmatise or blame children, whether 

through language or actions. This matters for child victims, for whom rehabilitation is the priority, and for 

children deemed ‘perpetrators’, for whom restorative rather than punitive justice is preferred. Evidence 

shows, for example, that ‘perpetrators’ may themselves be victims.  

Principle 5: Future proof policy 

This principle advocates proactive measures that enable flexibility to anticipate new threats. Such policies 

should balance immediate protective actions with long-term strategic adaptations to remain effective. With 

multiple technological innovations being actively introduced or on the horizon and multiple social, political 

and economic pressures on children and society, policy and practice to combat technology-facilitated CSEA 

must remain fit for purpose now and in the future. 

Principle 6: Embrace a child rights approach 

Interventions and policies to address technology-facilitated CSEA should be grounded in a holistic child 

rights approach, as articulated in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and 

General comment No. 25 on children’s rights in relation to the digital environment. Such an approach must 

encompass all their rights, including privacy, freedom of expression, participation in the digital world and 

decision-making processes that impact their lives. 

 

Guiding principles for addressing technology-facilitated child sexual exploitation and abuse  

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F18U9bXA6OmifoJfYKO9wNgPKv8Rt&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C40dcc419e40e471e003008dd2e3b0596%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638717553227834085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m5skUroPTZ%2FvcQqsQlx1I3FE5fwAzA3%2Fw3K6AY1Wk3s%3D&reserved=0
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The Lucy Faithfull foundation has published a blog post on preventing child sexual abuse and exploitation. 

The blog discusses the different forms child sexual abuse can take and looks at factors that can aid 

prevention such as: knowledgeable parents and carers; high-quality Personal, Social, Health and Economic 

(PSHE) education for children and young people; and professionals having a good understanding of the 

warning signs.  

 

To get serious about protecting children, we need to talk about prevention   

 

Digital Media Impact Handbook 

 

 

 

Springer has published a free eBook on the 

impact of digital media on infants, children 

and adolescents.  With each chapter 

written by different academics and experts, 

the book explores current research on the 

cognitive, physical, mental and psychosocial 

impacts on children and how digital media 

influences relationships, family, culture, and 

society.  

 

Chapters include:  

• cognition and brain development 

• cyberbullying  

• social media and youth mental 
health 

• gaming disorders among children 

and adolescents  

• dysregulated use of smartphones  

• digital wellbeing and social 

connectedness 

• and adolescents’ experiences of 

sharing nude images.  

 

This eBook is open access and each chapter 

is freely available to download as a PDF. 

 

Download the book: Handbook of children 

and screens: digital media, development, 
and well-being from birth through 

adolescence  

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F197RZvFvBfKQtcmhLmRWANv4Jm4R&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cc8ed4b5affa344c5086308dd393e12b3%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638729660964037089%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PcY6Yuch1TRCkz1JnZAw6807hGemoqOEW%2FZiDt9WaOU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F197RYM5g8eandcWuPLXs76qjmR7K&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cc8ed4b5affa344c5086308dd393e12b3%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638729660963994594%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZydyNgPAbxkmUa1FANQNl9gqa1aBjOFhGf3TTyFWF5U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F197RYM5g8eandcWuPLXs76qjmR7K&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cc8ed4b5affa344c5086308dd393e12b3%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638729660963994594%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZydyNgPAbxkmUa1FANQNl9gqa1aBjOFhGf3TTyFWF5U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F197RYM5g8eandcWuPLXs76qjmR7K&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cc8ed4b5affa344c5086308dd393e12b3%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638729660963994594%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZydyNgPAbxkmUa1FANQNl9gqa1aBjOFhGf3TTyFWF5U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F197RYM5g8eandcWuPLXs76qjmR7K&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cc8ed4b5affa344c5086308dd393e12b3%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638729660963994594%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZydyNgPAbxkmUa1FANQNl9gqa1aBjOFhGf3TTyFWF5U%3D&reserved=0
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Online safety 

 

Ofcom has published its first-edition codes of practice and guidance on tackling illegal harms online. The 

publications aim to help technology companies comply with the safety duties in the UK’s Online Safety Act. 

Tech providers are required to undertake risk assessments related to illegal harms to children and adults 

using their platforms by 16 March 2025.  Subject to the Codes completing the Parliamentary process, from 

17 March 2025, providers will also need to implement the safety measures set out in the Codes or use 

other effective measures to protect users from illegal content and activity. 

  

Time for tech firms to act: UK online safety regulation comes into force   

 

Statement: protecting people from illegal harms online   

 

Online safety: age checks 
 

 

Ofcom has published a statement and guidance on age assurance and children's access assessments, 

outlining what online services must do under the Online Safety Act to help prevent children from 

encountering pornography and other harmful content. Online providers must take action to start to 

comply with these new rules. Services that allow pornography must introduce processes to check the age 

of users by July 2025. In addition, all user-to-user and search services, must carry out a children’s access 

assessment to establish if their service is likely to be used by children by 16 April. Once the Protection of 

Children Codes and guidance are finalised in April 2025, platforms likely to be used by children will need to 

assess the risks and take appropriate action – which may include using age assurance. Ofcom has also 

announced an age assurance enforcement programme which will involve reaching out to adult services to 

inform them of their obligations under the Online Safety Act. 
 

Age checks to protect children online  

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F18U9ccMbY29JOJ3UoFN1Cvc0hYvQ&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C40dcc419e40e471e003008dd2e3b0596%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638717553227857491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bhBuqfKG%2Bw2L3PV22uJpJdekT9ssI2BSvORdAj12pXo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F18U9crYh7I1eeIRQ2xqwrJyg4Oad&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C40dcc419e40e471e003008dd2e3b0596%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638717553227879974%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qmd6L%2FoCG8TrOV6zyBcv2vzPQgADUI5EfSwMPFCqqDE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F197RYhH5OSrondkDy2GssDHNNbP0&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7Cc8ed4b5affa344c5086308dd393e12b3%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638729660963979382%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BzmvdHj3Iv4k1BursyjLLQP9YoAXbDpp%2BudE3iQiyVg%3D&reserved=0
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Children and violence 

 

The Youth Endowment Fund (YEF) has published the final findings from its annual Children, violence and 

vulnerability research. The YEF surveyed over 10,000 13- to 17-year-olds in England and Wales about their 

experiences of violence. This report looks at children’s access to positive activities, youth clubs and trusted 

adult figures. Findings include: youth clubs seem to be reaching those who need them most with vulnerable 

children being the most likely to attend; and most children in the study, including those most affected by 

violence, said they had a trusted adult outside the home. 

 

Who has access to positive activities, youth clubs and trusted adults?  

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F18U9cWmrr3Kd4ItHkgHw6cgLEtsX&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C40dcc419e40e471e003008dd2e3b0596%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638717553227921080%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JKuHnUF85hpDVQVN5HcLbeQjC%2Ff4apoOu6cgsTW9Pr4%3D&reserved=0
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Summary of the National review into child sexual 

abuse within the family environment  

 

 “I wanted them all to notice” 

 

This report was commissioned by the Child 

Safeguarding Practice Review Panel (the Panel) to 

explore the challenges in identifying, assessing and 

responding to child sexual abuse within the family 

environment. 

 

It draws on rapid reviews and serious case reviews 

received by the Panel between 2018 and 2023, one-

to-one interviews with children who had been 

sexually abused by a family member, one-to-one 

interviews with people who had sexually abused a 

child, and group discussions with practitioners, 

senior leaders and people with lived experience of 

child sexual abuse. 

 

Our briefing summarises the findings and 

recommendations from the report, including: 

• the importance of speaking to and listening 

to children 

• the need to understand parents’ 

vulnerabilities and challenges 

• the need for robust risk assessments 

• how to effectively respond to concerns of 

intrafamilial sexual abuse. 

 
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/l0lpwtmo/summ

ary-national-review-csa-family-environment.pdf 

 

 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/l0lpwtmo/summary-national-review-csa-family-environment.pdf
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/l0lpwtmo/summary-national-review-csa-family-environment.pdf
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/l0lpwtmo/summary-national-review-csa-family-environment.pdf
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Hierarchy of needs for care experienced young people 
 

The Children’s Commissioner for England’s Care Experienced Advisory Board have designed a hierarchy of 

needs for care experienced young people. Based on Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, the visual guide aims to 

help professionals support and understand the needs of care experienced young people. The needs include: 

physical/physiological; safety; integration and belonging; and self-esteem, independence and autonomy.  

 

Particular needs will be different for different individuals. It is important to talk to, and support, each young 

person to explore what the top of the pyramid looks like for them and how to unlock their full potential. 

Reaching the top requires feeling like you have everything you need and that you are able to achieve the 

things that you want to achieve and are happy in yourself. 
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Hierarchy of needs for care experienced young people  

 

 

 

Physical/physiological needs  

› Food › Water › Shelter – a safe, decent and affordable place to live at all times, support with 

homelessness › Warmth – heating and clothing › A bed, bedding, sleep, rest › Physical activity › Appropriate 

temperature and air quality › Physical comfort 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.nspcc.org.uk%2Fc%2F18U9btbWv0zgyJE7t4Sx8O7eVtyJ&data=05%7C02%7Ckaljit.schut%40royalgreenwich.gov.uk%7C40dcc419e40e471e003008dd2e3b0596%7Ce632f2633f464111aa5cd54126f95105%7C1%7C0%7C638717553227791179%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l80CXgq9a718w0TnPQhUxSd6nBkp58fs%2BxtQL6FAHYk%3D&reserved=0
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Safety needs  

PERSONAL  

› Corporate parents › Network of trusted and supportive people e.g. carers and regular check-ins › 

Support from authorities or services such as the police, and knowing that there are safe 

people/organisations if required › Relocation where required › Safeguarding and trauma-informed practice › 

Young person to be involved in their own safety plan and pathway plan › Support with family contact › 

Communication among the adults in their life › Support in transitions and moving out of, or back to, their 

local area › Transport to and from services and activities 

HEALTH  

› Resources and services to support with health › Support accessing services such as signing up for a GP or 

dentist › Exercise and access to leisure and fitness services › Understanding different services and knowing 

where to go for different support e.g. guide dogs and at-home care › Support getting a diagnosis for 

neurodiversity and SEND or mental illnesses › Personalised support and being involved in decisions around 

their own healthcare plan › Explanations in accessible language and being able to make informed decisions 

about their own health › Feeling cared for and respected › No stigma around being care experience when 

accessing services and support › Understanding among healthcare professionals who provide services for 

care experienced young people  

FINANCIAL  

› Support with the cost of living › Help with the costs of course resources › Help with the costs of travel › 

Advice, resources and lessons or workshops regarding finance and learning to budget, including how much 

things cost and typical spending on things like food and a car › Knowing what they are entitled to at 

different ages › Knowing about bursaries, extra funding, hardship funds, grants, benefits and support 

accessing or applying for them › Recognition of special occasions through celebrations such as a 

card/present › Resources to relocate to a safer space if needed 

EMOTIONAL  

› Professionals that listen to and work with them and are there when needed › Regular check-ins and not 

just being left to their own devices even if they are doing well independently › Communication between 

professionals – “All About Me document” to support this › Transparency - open and honest conversations 

› Secure access to resources and services to support with mental health, including helplines › Dedicated 

safe person and safe spaces › Being treated as an individual through personalised support › Support with 

accessing care records › Recognition of the stigma faced by care experienced people and support to 

overcome it › Independent advocacy to support expressing their wishes › Reducing the cliff edge of care by 

offering follow-on support › Encouragement and support to dream big  

Integration and belonging  

› Support to take part in hobbies and clubs and recognising the benefits of this › Making connections in 

their local area - opportunities to meet people and support in building trusting and long-lasting 

relationships › Support to make friends and get advice from the right crowd › Support in transitions and 

moving out of or back to their local area › Opportunities to make connections with and join communities 

of other care experienced young people › Celebrating traditions and their cultural and ethnical identity – 

support for learning about and maintaining their roots/background. › Finding out about local community 

hubs and spaces offering activities such as libraries › Support when wanting to live with friends 
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Self-esteem, independence and autonomy  

› Choice - the ability to choose their own path, rather than what caregivers and others want for them › 

Skills development and enrichment › Continuous teaching on how to be independent – not just a one-day 

course › A passport to independence introduced before age 16 › Mobility – help with getting around such 

as driving, cycling, and being able to attend activities or clubs › Support with their identity, recognising their 

values, what is important to them, and goal setting › Someone to go to, to find out how to do practical 

things such as apply for a passport, deal with issues about accommodation etc – or online resources 

(videos and guidance) to do these things › All schools including alternative provisions offer skills and 

independent living development opportunities 

Cognitive, knowledge and understanding  

› Knowing who and what they need to succeed › Support with life transitions › Knowing what options 

there are for education and careers › Support to apply for further study and jobs › Recognising 

backgrounds and challenges when pursuing education at different stages › Research skills – make informed 

decisions based on understanding evidence › Knowledge and skills required to undertake higher education 

or jobs 

Self-actualisation and fulfilling potential  

› Rising above the obstacles faced due to care › Feeling able to achieve dreams › Having a fulfilling life › 

Succeeding in personal goals and having drive › Stretch goals and pushing to reach full potential › Feeling 

content and positive looking back on achievements and what’s to come › Feeling confident in decisions 

made › Knowledge of self and own identity 

Transcendence and giving back  

› Feeling part of wider society › Being able to provide a unique perspective based on lived experience › 

Opportunities to make a difference in particular within the children’s social care system and helping others 

going through it › Going beyond ordinary limitations and goals 

Child Safeguarding Practice Reviews  

 
 

January Case Reviews  
 

Domestic homicide review into the deaths of Emma, Lettie and George.   

Epsom and Ewell Community Safety Partnership (2024) 

Murder-suicide in a family home in February 2023. Emma (45-years-old), Lettie (7-years-old) and George 

(39-years-old) had all died as a result of gunshot. Police investigations confirmed that George was a 

licensed shotgun holder, and that he had killed his partner, Emma, and their 7-year-old child, Lettie. No 

specific motive about why George acted in this way has been uncovered.  

Recommendations include: several specific to strengthening gun licensing guidance; The Home Office and 

the Domestic Abuse Commissioner's Office should promote the Public Health England and Business in The 

Community Domestic Abuse Employer Toolkit which helps employers of all sizes and sectors make a 

commitment to respond to the risk of domestic abuse and build an approach that ensures all employees 

feel supported and empowered by their workplace to deal with domestic abuse; the Partnership should 

raise the profile of this toolkit and the Employers Initiative on Domestic Abuse across all partner agencies, 

to raise awareness that supports all employees, regardless of role, status and position held, to seek help if 

https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/search2?SearchTerm=EPSOM+AND+EWELL+COMMUNITY+SAFETY+PARTNERSHIP&Fields=P&Media=%23&Dispfmt=B&SearchPrecision=10&DataSetName=LIVEDATA
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they are a victim of domestic abuse; and The Epsom and Ewell Community Safety Partnership should work 

with relevant agencies and other strategic partnerships to examine methods for reaching into local 

communities that encourage adults (particularly adult males) to seek support about emotional or mental 

health worries or any mental distress they may be troubled by. 

Read review (PDF) 

Child safeguarding practice review: BSCP 2020-21/01.   

Birmingham Safeguarding Children Partnership 

Serious head injuries and bruising to the body of a 1-month-old infant in June 2020. These were believed to 

be non-accidental, and possibly because of a shaking incident. Agencies were involved soon after the baby's 

birth when there was a witnessed episode of domestic abuse at the hospital. Following a criminal trial both 

parents were found guilty of causing or allowing serious physical harm to a child.  

Learning themes include: assessment in the pre-birth period and planning support for after birth; the initial 

response to domestic abuse and strategy planning; attempts at escalation and professional challenge; and 

early help assessment and response to domestic abuse following discharge.  

Actions have been taken to improve the following areas of practice: MASH Health practitioners are able to 

access both parents' GP health information when screening referrals; strengthening the engagement, 

referral and assessment of fathers during pregnancy and infancy; improved response to parental conflict, 

coercive control and domestic abuse in pregnancy and infancy to ensure consistent agency responses to 

domestic abuse; increased support for parents where parental neurodiversity, learning disability and 

emotional dysregulation may impact on parental capacity using a 'Think Family' approach, through 

appropriate policies, procedures and training provision; practitioner understanding of the effect of adverse 

childhood experiences on parenting ability and use of trauma informed approaches in interventions; 

practitioners' understanding of confirmation bias as well as their application of professional curiosity; 

ensuring the timeliness of information sharing, accuracy of information in referrals and understanding of 

parental history is embedded in practice. 

Read practice review (PDF) 

 

Child safeguarding practice review: executive summary: Child Cameron.   

Lancashire Children's Safeguarding Assurance Partnership 

 

Admittance to hospital of a 16-year-old-boy in December 2022, due to poor management of severe 

obesity. Cameron was suffering from Diabetic Ketoacidosis (DKA)1, septic shock and was in peri-cardiac 

arrest, and was also Covid-19 positive.  

Learning themes include: cross border working of partner agencies; professional understanding of the long-

term health impact of obesity; response to self-harming; engaging young people with social anxiety 

disorder; transgender support services; and the role of the mother in supporting the young person to 

access services.  

Recommendations to Lancashire and Greater Manchester partnerships include: with partners, GP Practices 

should develop a system which enables them to maintain an appropriate level of contact with child and 

young person patients living with severe obesity; review guidance available to professionals when a child 

living with obesity could represent a safeguarding concern and consider developing a Safeguarding Pathway; 

relevant agencies to review their ‘Was not brought’ policies to ensure they consider the impact of social 

anxiety on the ability of a young person to be supported to attend appointments and set out reasonable 

https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/filetransfer/2024EpsomEmmaLettieGeorgeDHR.pdf?filename=CC18C70DB7C8C3D49403BB94EB176F95207E5F66235DCA89651F5ED2BA2CCB261B337921319F72198D8CE6118371BD5E38B1CB455B750AA0879B0565251EF9A89AE9263A3BC1F3D6EEA14B75F027FFDD1D21FF5C4C&DataSetName=LIVEDATA
https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/search2?SearchTerm=BIRMINGHAM+SAFEGUARDING+CHILDREN+PARTNERSHIP&Fields=A&Media=%23&Dispfmt=B&SearchPrecision=10&DataSetName=LIVEDATA
https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/filetransfer/2024Birmingham2020-21-01LCSPR.pdf?filename=CC18C70DB7C8C3D49403BB94EB176F95207E5F66235DCA89651F5ED2BA2CCB261B346020339B5913888CC746C737E4164DE589070D5C0DBB85E75B7127C67F474C6516F38A3C5A4CD3F09BB8EEF0A8C6645CDCEE014B&DataSetName=LIVEDATA
https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/search2?SearchTerm=LANCASHIRE+CHILDRENS+SAFEGUARDING+ASSURANCE+PARTNERSHIP&Fields=A&Media=%23&Dispfmt=B&SearchPrecision=10&DataSetName=LIVEDATA
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adjustments if a young person continues not to be brought, including a multi-agency risk assessment; 

professionals working with young people are made aware of self-neglect policy and practice and are 

provided with the necessary training including in relation to the Mental Capacity Act; and introduce a 

requirement to conduct a multiagency risk assessment when closing the case of a child being supported at 

Level 2 or Level 3 as result of lack of parental engagement. 

Read practice review (PDF) 

 

Child safeguarding practice review: Child "Julia".   

Medway Safeguarding Children Partnership 

Explores the death of a 5-year-old girl who was found to have drowned in the bath after being left 

unsupervised. Julia was in the care of her local authority and had been living with her four siblings in a 

foster home provided by an independent fostering agency. Learning is embedded in the recommendations.  

Recommendations include: audit their records to ensure that the most recent information is provided in 

foster carer profiles to ensure the matching process for looked after children is fully informed; consider 

the learning around delay in the provision of key basic safety equipment for the children and audit to 

ensure that these issues are addressed in a timely manner and recorded in placement planning meetings; 

ensure that the terminology of ‘short term’ in relation to the placement of looked after children is fully 

understood by practitioners or foster carers/other practitioners within the children's workforce; consider 

using existing mechanisms such as professional network meetings to reflect on situations where emergency 

placements and/or large sibling groups are placed; address the delays to the initial health assessment 

process identified in this review; review their procedures to ensure that there are no additional delays 

caused by the request for ongoing delegated consent forms or the attendance of the social worker which 

are not statutory requirements; and assure that the current process involving the transfer of health 

information between the local authority/ICB/health trusts in relation to looked after children is effective 

and the procedure updated. 

Read practice review (PDF) 

 

Thematic child safeguarding practice review: supporting the workforce in Sandwell to 

respond effectively to child neglect - challenges & opportunities.   

Sandwell Children's Safeguarding Partnership 

 

Outlines the findings of a Child Safeguarding Practice Review (CSPR) that examined the effectiveness of the 

Partnership’s response to child neglect. The thematic CSPR was commissioned following the death of a 5-

year-old and two further separate serious child safeguarding incidents where neglect was a feature.  

Learning themes include: knowledge, understanding and implementation of the Partnership’s neglect 

strategy; the use of child-centred assessment tools, practice models and frameworks; the need for a 

shared, multi-agency understanding of neglect and thresholds for intervention; professional confidence; 

cultural competence; and intersectionality, including the effects of poverty, deprivation and additional needs 

or disabilities.  

Recommendations to the Partnership include: develop and disseminate a suite of accessible briefings, 

targeting specific sectors, which support frontline practitioners in operationalising the neglect strategy into 

day-to-day work; incorporate the Partnership’s strategic aims into all safeguarding and child protection 

training courses; develop a single suite of tiered multi-agency assessment tools; monitor the use and impact 

https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/filetransfer/2024LancashireChildCameronCSPR.pdf?filename=CC18C70DB7C8C3D49403BB94EB176F95207E5F66235DCA89651F5ED2BA2CCB261B3A683C3D93441C899FCF379F6CB85F3CB5C9524E7F20AB86E5272F33C4363A78E893C3438DB91553F78323E0D78647A2247A057ABCC0&DataSetName=LIVEDATA
https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/search2?SearchTerm=MEDWAY+SAFEGUARDING+CHILDREN+PARTNERSHIP&Fields=A&Media=%23&Dispfmt=B&SearchPrecision=10&DataSetName=LIVEDATA
https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/filetransfer/2024MedwayChildJuliaCSPR.pdf?filename=CC18C70DB7C8C3D49403BB94EB176F95207E5F66235DCA89651F5ED2BA2CCB261B3B6C3629934E378884C610BD70B8521E97F7676E3E3E8CB3AA6342F8A868A35A5181C3B3AFAE103792234B6F7DEDA12A&DataSetName=LIVEDATA
https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/search2?SearchTerm=SANDWELL+CHILDRENS+SAFEGUARDING+PARTNERSHIP&Fields=A&Media=%23&Dispfmt=B&SearchPrecision=10&DataSetName=LIVEDATA


Royal Greenwich Early Years & Childcare E-bulletin 
3 February 2025 

71 | P a g e  

 

of these assessment tools, alongside staff confidence in using them; develop simplified threshold guidance; 

expand the guidance, resources and examples available to practitioners; conduct a multi-agency audit of 

safeguards for children already known to agencies due to concerns about neglect, that are electively home 

educated, classed as missing education, or have disabilities or special educational needs; raise awareness 

about parental consent for information sharing and what action to take if concerns remain when consent is 

withdrawn or not given; and seek out and consider the views of families with previous agency involvement 

due to concerns about child neglect. 

Read practice review (PDF) 

 

Local child safeguarding practice review: Child B and siblings.   

Stoke-on-Trent Safeguarding Children Partnership 

 

Near-fatal incident to a 5-year-old male child in November 2022. Following a seizure, Child B was found to 

have adult medication in his system. Subsequent toxicology showed Child B's two siblings had adult 

medication in their systems.  

Learning themes include: family history and understanding predisposing vulnerabilities and risks; impact of 

adult issues on parenting and assessment of support needs; impact of adult medication on parenting; 

recognising neglect across universal and early help services; clear information-sharing and recording 

systems to inform threshold decisions; patterns of attendance for health and education provision; 

coordination of services, support, and information across universal services for children with additional 

needs; and understanding the child's lived experienced.  

Recommendations for the partnership include: evaluate the effectiveness of how learning about neglect is 

being embedded in practice, including good practice concerning predisposing and coexisting factors; 

strengthen practitioner skills that enable critical thinking and respectful challenge about neglect; ensure that 

previous referrals and historical information are used to triangulate information with all services involved 

with the family to consider the right level of need in threshold decisions; ensure professionals have 

knowledge of safeguarding the unborn baby procedures and are aware when to refer; review how the 

multi-disciplinary early years forum can be strengthened to improve the identification of neglect for 

children with additional needs and disabilities; and seek assurance from the integrated care board that 

there are robust systems in place to consider neglect by ensuring that children not brought for health 

appointments are regularly reviewed. 

Read practice review (PDF) 

  

https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/filetransfer/2024SandwellThematicCSPR.pdf?filename=CC18C70DB7C8C3D49403BB94EB176F95207E5F66235DCA89651F5ED2BA2CCB261B25683C3A8552188CB9C2119A64A0521C97F7676E3E3E8CB3E35160FEA868A35A0FE7E38AC1F010C4D1DD2FAAFABEB888&DataSetName=LIVEDATA
https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/search2?SearchTerm=STOKE+ON+TRENT+SAFEGUARDING+CHILDREN+PARTNERSHIP&Fields=A&Media=%23&Dispfmt=B&SearchPrecision=10&DataSetName=LIVEDATA
https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/filetransfer/2024Stoke-on-TrentChildBandsiblingsCSPR.pdf?filename=CC18C70DB7C8C3D49403BB94EB176F95207E5F66235DCA89651F5ED2BA2CCB261B257D3D35971A1B8EC0FE06926BA07817BDC8537E71208CA6DC176D2ACE372159B24E99550C9D3180F42F533DCC7648391A64777432D53FD6D37F15F88ADE8C&DataSetName=LIVEDATA
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Children’s Services Front Door (Safeguarding, Social Care & FaASS previously Early Help) 

‘Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub’ (MASH)    

MASH-referrals@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

Inter-Agency Referral Form 

020 8921 3172 

Safeguarding Consultation Line (MASH) Monday to Friday                                               020 8921 2267 

Social Care and Safeguarding Emergency Duty Team  

Childrens-Out-Of-Hours@royalgreenwich.gov.uk            

020 8854 8888 

Local Authority Designated Officer - Winsome Collins Service Leader                           

childrens-LADO@royalgreenwich.gov.uk                     020 8921 3930    

Sadie Bates &  Laura Lhumbis –DO PVIs, CMs & Schools 020 8921 3930 

Greenwich Safeguarding Children Partnership                                 

Greenwich Safeguarding Children Partnership website 

http://www.greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk 

020 8921 4477 

Prevent 

prevent@royalgreenwich.gov.uk     

RBG Community Safety – Report suspected terrorism                

 

020 8921 6826 

Confidential Anti-Terrorist Hotline                                0800 789 321 

Police 999 

CAIT - Child Abuse Investigation Team     0207 230 3705                     

Ofsted  

Ofsted enquiries:  https://contact.ofsted.gov.uk/contact-form 

Report a serious indecent: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/report-

a-serious-childcare-incident 

Make a complaint enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

0300 123 1231 

  

 

0300 123 4666                                                  

Information Commissioners’ Office (ICO) 

https://ico.org.uk/ 

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/data-protection-fee/# 

0303 123 1113 

Royal Greenwich Early Years & Childcare 

Early Years & Childcare  

Childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

eyc.training@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

EYC-Funding@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

020 8921 3877 

Families Information Service fis@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 020 8921 6921 

DBS Regional Office 

Kiranpreet Rehal DBSRegionaloutreach@dbs.gov.uk 0300 105 3081 

Support, Advice, & Signposting   

NSPCC  www.nspcc.org.uk 0808 800 5000 

Childline www.childline.org.uk 0800 1111 

Samaritans     08457 909090 

Family Lives  www.familylives.org.uk  Parentline    0808 800 2222 

Young Minds www.youngminds.org.uk   Parent Helpline    0808 802 5544 

NHS Information & Referrals 

CAMHS Referral Form  0203 260 5211 

Oxleas Integrated Children Therapies (OT, Physio & SaLT)  

oxl-tr.childrenstherapies@nhs.net 

Referral Form 

020 8836 8621 (Opt1, Opt 2) 

Royal Greenwich Children’s Services 

Useful Contact and Telephone Numbers  

mailto:MASH-referrals@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/downloads/download/449/inter-agency_referral_form
mailto:Childrens-Out-Of-Hours@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
mailto:childrens-LADO@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
mailto:prevent@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200202/community_safety/1524/report_suspected_terrorism
https://contact.ofsted.gov.uk/contact-form
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/report-a-serious-childcare-incident
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/report-a-serious-childcare-incident
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
https://ico.org.uk/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/data-protection-fee/
mailto:Childcare-support@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
mailto:eyc.training@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
mailto:EYC-Funding@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
mailto:fis@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
mailto:DBSRegionaloutreach@dbs.gov.uk
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.familylives.org.uk/
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
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Greenwich 0-4 Health Visiting Service 

bromh.greenwich0to4@nhs.net 

0300 330 5777 

Children with Special Educational Needs & Disabilities 

Local Offer for Children & Young People with additional needs  

Disabled Children Social Work  020 8921 2599 

Disabled Children’s Occupational Therapy child-occupational-

therapy@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 

020 8921 2982 

SEND Assessment & Review Service  020 8921 8029 

ASD Outreach Support Services 020 8921 3311 

Early Years Inclusion Team 020 8921 3821 

Sensory Team – Deaf & Vision Impaired Children 020 8921 5215 

STEPS (Support Team for Education in Primary & Secondary 

Schools) 

020 8921 8554 

Educational Psychology EPS@royalgreenwich.gov.uk 020 8921 4819 

Greenwich Domestic Abuse Service  

Greenwich Domestic Violence & Abuse Info_gdva@h4w.co.uk 020 8317 8273 

The HER Centre info@hercentre.org and https://hercentre.org/   020 3260 7772 / 020 3260 7715 
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