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1. Summary and outcomes

Non-technical summary
This Sustainability Appraisal Report has been 
prepared for the Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood Supplementary Planning Document 
(SPD).

The Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD 
aims to improve design and development, 
the environment, open spaces, sustainability, 
sustainable transport, community, 
neighbourhoods and local centres, 
employment, the economy and governance 
within Thamesmead and Abbey Wood. 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood are located 
on the boundary between the London 
Borough of Bexley and the London Borough 
of Greenwich. Each borough will adopt the 
elements of the Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood SPD of relevance to them.

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is a process 
used to inform the production of planning 
documents. It attempts to predict and 
highlight the anticipated signifi cant eff ects of 
implementing the SPD. SA identifi es actions 
that may assist in enhancing positive eff ects 
of the SPD and heightening the certainty of 
those eff ects occurring. Should any negative 
impacts be identifi ed in the SA process, the 
SA suggests direction to reduce or mitigate 
expected negative eff ects.

Notably, eff ects of the SPD have been 
considered with reference to the social, 
environmental and economic baseline 
situation of the London Borough of Bexley, 
the London Borough of Greenwich and 

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood. The 
likely future scenarios expected from the 
baseline trends are predicted and used in 
the assessment. The baseline situation is 
included in Appendices 2 – 5.

In general, the SA has found that the impact 
of the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
SPD is primarily local. The SPD will have 
a neutral impact in the short term and a 
positive impact in the medium to long term. 
The impact of the Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood SPD will be of moderate to minor 
signifi cance.

Importantly, no adverse sustainability 
eff ects were identifi ed through the SA of 
the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD. 
The benefi cial eff ects of the Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood SPD could be maximised 
through the Environmental Impact 
Assessment of site specifi c proposals and 
consideration of the SPD by the London 
Borough of Bexley and the London Borough 
of Greenwich in the production of other 
planning documents.

The SA is an iterative process and therefore 
the signifi cant sustainability eff ects have been 
considered in the production of the SPD. 
The SA has therefore assisted in reducing 
uncertainties and improving the expected 
outcomes of the SPD.

The SPD will be monitored using indicators 
developed from the Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood baseline situation. The 

London Borough of Bexley and the London 
Borough of Greenwich already monitor 
the social, environmental and economic 
situation in their boroughs, monitoring of 
the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD 
during its implementation will be a part of 
this process.

Likely signifi cant eff ects of 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD
The Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD is 
likely to have a signifi cant benefi cial impact 
at the local level on the following:
• The quality of landscapes and townscapes, 
including open space
• Limiting air pollution and improving air 
quality
• Creating places, spaces and buildings 
that are well designed, integrate with and 
enhance the diversity and distinctiveness of 
local character
• Improving the quality and cleanliness of 
where people live
• Improving the health and well being of the 
population
• Reducing and preventing crime and fear 
of crime
• Providing everyone with the opportunity 
for rewarding and satisfying employment
• Reducing poverty and social exclusion, 
encouraging a sense of place community 
identity and belonging
• Improving access to essential facilities 
and services, especially where there is a 
disadvantage

The impact of the SA 
(incorporating SEA)
The SA has been prepared concurrently 
with the SPD and sustainability issues have 
been fully integrated into the process of 
producing the SPD.

Consultation
Consulting on the draft SPD and SA Report 
represents Stage D of the SA process (see 
Table 2). Stage D will be completed following 
the fi nalisation of this SA Report below.
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• Living within environmental limits
• Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society
• Achieving a sustainable economy
• Promoting good governance
• Using sound science responsibly
 
The Strategy identifi es the following areas 
for immediate action:
• Sustainable consumption and production
• Climate change and energy
• Natural resource protection and 
environmental enhancement
• Creating sustainable communities and a 
fairer world

SA is a tool for Local Authorities, assisting 
in the identifi cation of sustainable 
approaches for dealing with key planning 
issues and environmental concerns. The 
purpose of SA is to promote sustainable 
development through the integration 
of social, environmental and economic 
considerations into the plan making process, 
key to achieving sustainable development.
Strategic Environmental Assessment and 
Sustainability Appraisal

The SEA Directive came into force in the 
UK through ‘The Environmental Assessment 
of Plans and Programmes Regulations 
2004’. Under the requirements of the 
Directive and the Regulations specifi c types 
of plan must be subject to an SEA, which 
involves the systematic identifi cation and 
evaluation of environmental consequences 
of implementing plans and policies. SEA 
applies to the preparation of new or revised 

Development Plan Documents and SPD in 
addition to a range of other plans.

SEA is focused primarily on environmental 
impacts, whilst SA considers social, 
environmental and economic sustainability. 
The key output for SEA is an Environmental 
Report that describes the environmental 
assessment process and likely signifi cant 
eff ects of the plan and reasonable plan 
options. The output of SA is an SA Report 
encompassing SEA information, in addition 
to the assessment of social and economic 
impacts.

The requirements to undertake an SA 
and an SEA are distinct, however the UK 
Government approach satisfi es both through 
a single appraisal process. ‘Sustainability 
Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies 
and Local Development Documents’ was 
published in November 2005 and sets out 
a clear process for undertaking a SA (which 
fulfi ls the requirements for SEA) as it applies 
to Development Plan and Supplementary 
Planning Documents. This guidance will be 
referred to as the SA Guidance within this 
report.

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD
The vision and objectives set out within 
the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD are 
provided below.

Vision
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood will become 
a destination of choice, defi ned by a series 

The purpose of the Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood SA (incorporating SEA)
Urban Practitioners have been appointed to 
prepare the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
SPD by the London Borough’s of Bexley and 
Greenwich. Independent consultants The 
Landscape Partnership have been selected 
to prepare a SA (incorporating SEA) of the 
SPD. This report comprises Stages B and C 
of the SA (incorporating SEA) process for 
the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD.

‘Planning Policy Statement 12’ asserts 
that regard should be given to the chain 
of conformity in SA within each Local 
Authority to prevent duplication of research 
(CLG, 2004). The SA Report considers the 
contents of the London Borough of Bexley 
SA Reports listed below.
• ‘SA Report Planning Obligations 
Guidance’ (fi nal consultation draft, March 
2008)
• ‘SA Report Bexley Sustainable Design and 
Construction Guide’ (29th October 2007)
• ‘SA Report Lamorbey Planning Brief’ (8th 
September 2007)
• ‘SA Report Bexleyheath Civic Offi  ces 
Planning Brief’ (13th July 2007)
• ‘SA Report Aff ordable Housing (9th 
March 2006)
• ‘SA Report Design for Living Bexley’s 
Residential Design Guide’ (21st January 
2006)

The contents of the following London 
Borough of Greenwich SA Reports are also 
considered in this SA Report.

• ‘Core Strategy Initial Sustainability 
Appraisal’ (February 2008)
• ‘SPD for the Kidbrooke Development Area 
Final SA Report’ (June 2008)
• ‘SA of the London Borough of Greenwich 
Planning Obligations Strategy’ (October 
2007)

This document provides an outline of the 
planning policy context, baseline data and 
sustainability objectives. The objectives of 
the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD 
are then assessed against the sustainability 
objectives to ensure that the document 
is compatible with general sustainability 
aims and with the objectives of Bexley 
and Greenwich London Boroughs’ Local 
Development Frameworks.
The relationship between sustainable 
development and sustainability appraisal

Sustainable development is the central theme 
of ‘Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering 
Sustainable Development’ (HMSO, 2005), 
which sets the government’s overarching 
planning policy. The role of sustainable 
development is refl ected within emerging 
planning policy and legislation. ‘Securing 
the Future: Delivering the UK Sustainable 
Development Strategy’ (HMSO, 2005) aims:
‘to enable all people throughout the world 
to satisfy their basic needs and enjoy a 
better quality of life without compromising 
the quality of life of future generations’.

The Strategy sets out the UK principles for 
achieving sustainable development as:

2. Background
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of attractive centres and neighbourhoods. It 
will be characterised by new standards of 
design excellence and lasting improvements 
in quality of life.

Thamesmead town centre will be a retail and 
civic heart for the community, supported 
by a range of smaller shops and services 
at neighbourhood level. Abbey Wood will 
be a major transport interchange, and 
gateway to Thamesmead and connections 
to Thamesmead by rail and bus (including 
North Bexley Transit and Greenwich 
Waterfront Transit) will be frequent and 
reliable. The area’s neighbourhoods will 
become sustainable places, with improved 
housing and public space, and the best 
use made of natural assets including the 
waterways.

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood’s 
communities will be prosperous and 
cohesive, vibrant enterprising and thriving.
 
Objectives
1. Design and development
• To promote the highest quality design for 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood in order 
to transform the identity, experience and 
perception of the area
• To encourage better connections especially 
for cycling and walking
• To support Thamesmead town centre as a 
vibrant heart for Thamesmead, and develop 
the role of Abbey Wood in the context of 
Crossrail
• To celebrate the historic assets and heritage 

value of Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
•To support a sequencial approach to fl ood 
risk within the area covered by this SPD as 
informed by the draft Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment and recommended by PPS25

2. Environment, open spaces and 
sustainability
•To place sustainability issues including 
fl ood risk, climate change, housing supply, 
biodiversity, land contamination, sustainable 
waste management and light and noise 
pollution at the heart of the decision making 
process in Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
•To make effi  cient use of previously 
developed land
•To promote the enhancement of open 
spaces and the delivery of multifunctional 
open spaces through green infrastructure
•To improve the governance and safety of 
open spaces in Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood
•To ensure that new development creates 
more sustainable communities
• To take advantage of the area’s water assets 
in relation to the alleviation of fl ood risk 
and the promotion of surface and ground 
water quality

3. Sustainable transport
•To promote improved transport connections 
both internally within Thamesmead and also 
to other areas in Bexley, Greenwich, East 
London, Dartford and Bromley
•To promote more sustainable modes of 
transport
•To realise the full benefi ts of Crossrail, 

Greenwich Waterfront Transit, North 
Bexley Transit the Thames Clipper service 
and other transport initiatives

4. Community
•To support existing community facilities 
and promote new amenities which respond 
to the needs of the existing and future 
communities
•To provide more opportunities and 
activities for young people in Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood
•To encourage healthy lifestyles amongst all 
residents
•To transform perceptions of Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood and encourage civic pride 
amongst all residents
•To make Thamesmead and Abbey Wood a 
safer place

5. Neighbourhoods and local centres
•To improve the area’s neighbourhoods as 
places to live, work and relax
•To promote a network of local 
neighbourhood centres
•To promote transparency in the residential 
market and to eradicate buy-to-let as a 
problem in Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
•To ensure that new housing is of high 
quality and responds to the needs of local 
people

6. Employment and economy
•To attract new businesses to Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood and promote the area as a 
business location
•To provide opportunities for local 
entrepreneurs and new start-up businesses

•To enhance education and training 
provision in Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
and to improve residents’ choices and 
opportunities in the labour market

7. Good governance
•To promote joint working partnership and 
good governance in Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood
•To deliver change through a wide range 
of regeneration initiatives and work with a 
wide range of stakeholders to promote the 
transformation of Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood
Compliance with legislation 
Compliance with the European Directive 
2001/42/EC (the SEA Directive) ‘on the 
assessment of the eff ects of certain plans 
and programmes on the environment’ is 
described in table 1.
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Requirements of the Directive Where Covered in Report

Preparation of an environmental report in which the likely signifi cant eff ects on the environment of implementing the plan or programme, and reasonable alternatives 
taking into account the objectives and geographical scope of the plan or programme, are identifi ed, described and evaluated. The information to be given is:
a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or programme and relationship with other relevant plans and 
programmes

Section 2

b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution without implementation of the plan or 
programme

Section 4

c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be signifi cantly aff ected Section 4
d) Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or programme including, in particular, those relating to 
any areas of a particular environmental importance, such as areas designated pursuant to Directive 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC

Section 4

e) The environmental protection objectives established at international, community or national level which are relevant to 
the programme and the way those objectives and any environmental considerations have been taken into account during its 
preparation

Section 4

f ) The likely signifi cant eff ects on the environment, including:
short, medium and long term; permanent and temporary; positive and negative; secondary, cumulative and synergistic eff ects on 
issues such as: biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, fl ora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage 
including architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors.

Section 5

g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and, as  fully as possible, off set any signifi cant adverse eff ects on the environment 
of implementing the plan or programme.

Section 5

h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt  with and a description of how the assessment was undertaken 
including any diffi  culties (such as technical defi ciencies or lack of know-how) encountered in compiling the required information

Section 5

i) A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring (in accordance with regulation 17) Section 6
j) A non-technical summary of the information provided under the above headings Section 1
Consultation with:
Authorities with environmental responsibility when deciding on the scope and level of detail of the information to be included 
in the environment report

Section 3

Authorities with environmental responsibility and the public to be given an early and eff ective opportunity within appropriate 
time frames to express their opinion on the draft plan and accompanying environmental report before its adoption

Section 3

Other EU Member States, where the implementation of the plan or programme is likely to have signifi cant eff ects on the 
environment of that country

N/A

Taking the environmental report and the results of the consultations into account in decision making Section 1

(Table 1: Compliance with the SEA Directive)
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Our approach
The approach to the SA of the Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood SPD followed the SA 
process set out in the 2005 Department 
of Communities and Local Government 
document ‘The Sustainability Appraisal 
of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local 
Development Documents’ (the SA 
Guidance). The SA Guidance presents a fi ve 
stage approach to undertaking a SA. The fi ve 
stage approach and the relationship with SA 
are shown in Table 2. 

The guidance sets out a requirement to 
prepare the following reports.
• Scoping Report (summarising stage A 
work)
• SA Report (documenting stages A to C 
work)

A Scoping Report has been prepared to 
address Stage A, this SA Report addresses 
Stages B and C of the process. The process 
of addressing Stages B and C is outlined 
below.
Preparing SA Report

The SA process was robust and 
comprehensive to eff ectively infl uence the 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD.

(Table 2: The SA process and relationship 
with SPD)

The SA Report is based on the SAs 
prepared by the London Boroughs of 
Bexley and Greenwich, as the site is located 
on the borough boundary. Policies, plans 
and programmes were identifi ed for each 
borough and the baseline data collected by 
both authorities is included in this report. 
Ward baseline data was used to identify 
common sustainability issues relating to 
both boroughs and Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood. The common sustainability issues 
were used to develop the sustainability 
objectives and refl ected within the 
Sustainability Framework, which identifi es 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood specifi c 
criteria and indicators. Both the London 
Borough of Bexley and the London Borough 
of Greenwich will monitor the Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood specifi c indicators to 
provide a context for the Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood SPD.
 
Consultation
The SA Scoping Report has been consulted 
on for a period of fi ve weeks, from 16th May 
to 20th June 2008, enabling the statutory 
consultation bodies and others to comment 
on the scope of the SA. Consultation 
responses have been received from the 
Environment Agency, Government Offi  ce 
London, English Heritage and Natural 
England. The consultation responses are 
provided in Appendix 6 and these have been 
fully considered in Stages B and C of the SA 
process.

3. Methodology

SPD Stage 1: Pre-production – Evidence gathering
SA stages and tasks
Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding 
on the scope
A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans and programmes, and sustainable 
development objectives.
A2: Collecting baseline information.
A3: Identifying sustainability issues and problems.
A4: Developing the SA framework.
A5: Consulting on the scope of the SA.

SPD Stage 2: Production – Prepare draft SPD
SA stages and tasks
Stage B: Developing and refi ning options and assessing eff ects
B1: Testing the SPD objectives against the SA framework.
B2: Developing the SPD options.
B3: Predicting the eff ects of the draft SPD.
B4: Evaluating the eff ects the draft SPD.
B5: Considering ways of mitigating adverse eff ects and maximising benefi cial 
eff ects.
B6: Proposing measures to monitor the signifi cant eff ects of implementing the 
SPD.
Stage C: Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report
C1: Preparing SA Report.
Stage D: Consulting on draft SPD and Sustainability Appraisal Report
D1: Public participation on the SA Report and the draft SPD.
D2: Assessing signifi cant changes.
D3: Making decisions and providing information.

SPD Stage 3: Adoption
SA stages and tasks
Stage E: Monitoring the signifi cant eff ects of implementing the SPD
E1: Finalising aims and methods for monitoring.
E2: Responding to adverse eff ects.



A sustainability workshop, attended by the 
London Borough of Bexley, the London 
Borough of Greenwich, the Environment 
Agency, Assemblage, Urban Practitioners 
and The Landscape Partnership, was held on 
the 19th June 2008 to identify the emerging 
sustainability issues and incorporate these 
into the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
SPD. The key sustainability issues identifi ed 
during the workshop were considered in 
the production of this SA Report.

Stage D: Consulting on the draft SPD and 
SA Report (see Table 2) will be completed 
following the production of this SA Report.

Uncertainties and limitations
Predictions are limited by data gaps resulting 
from the availability of baseline information. 
Further details on the limitations of baseline 
data are provided in section 4. The SA is 
reliant on professional judgement which 
introduces an element of subjectivity.
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Plans, policies and strategies
A review of the relevant policies, plans 
and programmes that may infl uence the 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood proposals 
and the SA framework has been completed 
during the scoping exercise at Stage A of 
the SA process, (see Table 3). This section 
provides an update of the review of policies, 
plans and programmes to set the current 
context.

The relationship between the Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood SPD and the objectives and 
targets of existing plans and programmes 
were considered and the key sustainable 
development objectives and indicators 
against which the likely signifi cant eff ects 
of the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
vision and objectives can be assessed were 
highlighted.

The relevant international, national, 
regional and local plans and strategies were 
reviewed in accordance with the national 
SA Guidance and the SEA Directive. The key 
policies, plans and programmes of relevance 
to Thamesmead, Abbey Wood and the SA 
framework were identifi ed and these are 
listed in Table 3. Appendix 1 details the main 
objectives of the key plans, policies and 
programmes and relates these to pertinent 
issues identifi ed at the ward level (see 
Appendix 1)

The purpose of the review is:
• To enable an understanding of the 
relationships and interdependencies between 

the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD and 
other documents and identify any potential 
confl icts, constraints and challenges
• To understand the infl uence of plans, 
policies, and strategies on the Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood SPD
• To develop the SA Framework
 

4.  Sustainability objectives, baseline and context

International plans and programmes

Ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe

2008/50/EC

European Landscape Convention (2000)

Kyoto protocol to the UN framework convention on climate change (1992)

Johannesburg declaration on sustainable development (2002)

European spatial development perspective: Towards balanced and sustainable 
development of the territory of the European Union (1999)

Birds directive (79/409/EEC)

Habitats directive (92/43/EEC)

Fourth air quality daughter directive (2004/107/EC)

Environmental noise directive (2002/49/EC)

Water framework directive (2000/60/EC)

Urban wastewater treatment directive (91/271/EEC)

Waste framework directive (75/442/EEC as amended)

Landfi ll directive (99/31/EC)

EU 6th Environmental Action Plan (2002)

Renewed EU Sustainable Development Strategy (2006)

EU Biodiversity Action Plan (2008)

National plans and programmes

PPS9: Biodiversity and geological conservation (2005)

PPS12: Local development frameworks (2008)

PPG13: Transport (2001)

PPG14: Development on unstable land (1990)

PPG15: Planning and the Historic Environment (1994)

PPG16: Archaeology and Planning (2001)

PPG17: Planning for open space, sport and recreation (2002)

PPS22: Renewable Energy (2004)

PPS23: Planning and Pollution Control (2004)

(Table 3: Policies, plans and programmes)
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PPG24: Planning and noise (1994)

PPS25: Development and fl ood risk (2006)

PPS25: Development and Flood Risk Practice Guide (2008)

Communities and Local Government Code for Sustainable Homes (2008)

Making Space for Water - First Government response to the autumn 2004 Making space 
for water consultation exercise (2005)

Strategic Environmental Assessment and climate change: Guidance for practitioners 
(2007)

The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations (2007)

Draft Strategy for Sustainable Construction: A consultation paper (2007)

Securing the future – UK government sustainable development strategy (2005)

Sustainable communities: Building for the future (2003)

The UK biodiversity action plan (1994)

Working within the grain of nature: A biodiversity strategy for England (2002)

The future of transport: A network for 2030, white paper (2004)

The air quality strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (2007)

Climate change – The UK programme (2006)

Meeting the energy challenge: A white paper on energy (2007)

Communities and Local Government Code for Sustainable Homes (2007)

Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards (1996)

National cycling strategy (1996)

Every child matters: Change for children (2004)

Tackling health inequalities: A programme for action (2003)

Waste Strategy for England (2007)

Regional plans and programmes

The London Plan: Spatial development strategy for Greater London - Consolidated with 
Alterations since 2004 (2008)

The Mayor’s Energy Strategy (2004)

South East London Housing Strategy 2006-2010 (2006)

The East London Green Grid Framework: The London Plan (Consolidated with 
Alterations since 2004) Supplementary Planning Guide (2008)

Sustainable Design and Construction: The London Plan Supplementary Planning Guidance 
(2006)

Thames Gateway: The Delivery Plan (2007)

Draft Regional Flood Risk Appraisal (2007)

Thames Gateway London Partnership - Strategic Flood Risk Assessment of East London 
(2005)

Thames Estuary 2100 (2002)

Draft Thames Region Catchment Flood Management Plan (2007)

The Mayor’s Energy Strategy (2001)

The Mayor’s Biodiversity Strategy: Connecting with London’s Nature (2002)

The Mayor’s Air Quality Strategy: Cleaning London’s Air (2002)

The Mayor’s Economic Development Strategy: Sustaining Success (2005)

The Mayor’s Cultural Strategy (2004)

The Mayor’s Municipal Waste Management Strategy: Rethinking rubbish in London (2003)

The Mayor’s Children and Young People Strategy (2004)

The Mayor’s draft water strategy ‘Water Matters’ (2007)

The Mayor’s climate change action plan ‘Action today to protect tomorrow’ (2007)

RPG9: For the South East (2001)

RPG9a for the Thames Gateway (1995)

South East London Housing Strategy (2004)

South East London Green Chain Management Plan 2003 – 2008

The London Plan Sub Regional Development Framework East London (2006)

Draft Thames Strategy East (2005)

London Thames Gateway Development and Investment Framework (2004)

Growth and Regeneration in the Thames Gateway Interregional Planning Statement 
(2004)

Review of the impact of aviation within the Greater London Area (2003)

Thames Gateway health services assessment (2003)

Creating sustainable communities, greening the gateway (2004)

The Thames Gateway interim plan (2006)

London City Airport Masterplan (2006)

Local plans and programmes

London Borough of Greenwich

School Planning Statement 2006-2011 (2006)

Greenwich Strategy 2006 – 2015 (2006)

Greenwich Healthier Communities Strategy 2006-2008 (2007)

Greenwich Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for the Draft Core Strategy (2008)

Greenwich Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans (various)

Greenwich Economic Development Strategy 2002 – 2007 (2002)
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Education Development Plan: School organisation plan 2004 – 2009 (2004)

Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy: A New Way of Doing Business (2002)

Greenwich Draft Green Space Strategy (2005)

Greenwich Air Quality Action Plan (2002)

Draft Greenwich Strategy 2006 – 2015 (2006)

Greenwich Children and Young Peoples Plan 2006 – 2008 (2006)

Greenwich drugs, crime and disorder strategy 2005-2008 (2005)

Greenwich Healthier Communities Strategy 2006-2008 (2006)

Fit for sport: Sports strategy 2005-2009 (2005)

Greenwich Tourism Strategy 2004 – 2010 (2004)

Greenwich Biodiversity: Towards an action plan (2002)

Greenwich Business Enterprise Framework 2004 – 2008 (2004)

Greenwich Draft Regeneration Strategy 2006 – 2020 (2006)

Greenwich equality policy (2003)

Greenwich corporate equality plan 2007 – 2008 (2007)

Greenwich Draft Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for the Draft Core Strategy 
(2007)

Greenwich Climate Change Strategy (2008)

Emerging London Borough of Greenwich Strategic Flood Risk Assessment

London Borough of Bexley

Bexley Together – Bexley’s Community Strategy 2008-2018 (2008)

Bexley’s Education Development Plan 2002-2007 (2002)

Bexley Draft Open Space Strategy (2008)

Bexley Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans (various)

Aff ordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document (2006)

Bexley’s Biodiversity Action Plan (2002)

Bexley Local Agenda 21 Strategy (1998)

Bexley Parks Strategy (2002)

Bexley Trees and Woodlands Strategy (2002)

Bexley Managing the Marshes Strategy (2006)

Consultation draft – Third round updating and screening assessment of local air quality in 
the London Borough of Bexley (2006)

Air quality management variation order (2007)

Bexley Local (Transport) Implementation Plan 2005/6 – 2010/11 (2007)

Road Safety Plan 2007/2008 (2007)

Draft Economic and Employment Development Plan 2007-10 (2007)

Bexley Regeneration Framework 2005-2016 (2005)

Bexley Community Safety Strategy 2005 – 2008 (2005)

London Borough of Bexley Crime and Disorder Audit 2004 (2004)

Bexley Housing Strategy 2002 – 2006 (2002)

London Borough of Bexley Homelessness Strategy 2003 – 2008 (2003)

Our Culture: A Cultural Strategy for the London Borough of Bexley 2003-2008 (2003)

Bexley Council Supporting People Five Year Strategy 2005 – 2010 (2005)

Developing Communities through sport: A sports strategy for the London Borough of 
Bexley 2003 – 2008 (2003)

Developing Communities through sport: A sports strategy for the London Borough of 
Bexley – Strategic Action Plan April 2003 – April 2008 (2004) 

Lets get moving: Increasing physical activity in Bexley (2004)

Bexley playing pitch strategy: From jumpers to goalposts – Playing pitches in Bexley 
(2005)

Change for children – Bexley’s agreed children and young people’s plan 2006 – 2009 
(2005)

Evaluation and review of the fi rst year: Action Plan 2007 – 2008 (2008)

Bexley Health Inequalities Strategy – Consultation draft (2004)

Caring together Bexley Carers Strategy 2003 – 2006 (2003)

Bexley waste Minimisation and Recycling Plan 2000 (2000)

Bexley Thames side environmental action plan and guidelines for the Belvedere 
Employment Area (2002)

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for Sustainable Design and Construction, 
Bexleyheath Civic Offi  ces Planning Brief and Lamorbey Swimming Centre Planning Brief 
(2007)
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Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for the Core Strategy and Erith Area Action Plan 
(2006)

Sustainable design and construction guide Supplementary Planning Document (adopted 
2007)

Bexley Climate Change Strategy (2008)

Emerging London Borough of Bexley Strategic Flood Risk Assessment

The above plans and strategies provide 
the context for the Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood SPD.  Plans and strategies 
identifi ed at the international, national 
and regional levels provide general 
sustainability objectives around social, 
economic and environmental themes. 
The policies of both Bexley and 
Greenwich London Boroughs must 
be considered collectively due to the 
unique relationship of the site with the 
Borough boundaries. Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood lie within the Thames 
Gateway national growth area. Policy 
for the Thames Gateway sets the 
context for signifi cant growth and 
the regeneration of Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood. The London Plan has 
designated the Thamesmead Area as an 
opportunity area for regeneration and 
growth. The objectives identifi ed within 
the above documents have aided in the 
development of the SA framework.
 
Baseline
Site description
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood are 
bounded by the river Thames to the 

north and Bexleyheath to the south. 
The site is physically divided by a 
number of major roads, including 
Eastern Way, Carlyle Road, Central 
Way and Harrow Manorway. The site 
has inadequate internal connections 
due to over engineered roads and 
deteriorating and unsafe pedestrian 
links. The area has insuffi  cient public 
transport links and there is a defi ciency 
of social infrastructure serving the 
site. Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
are characterised by a poor physical 
environment and a lack of local facilities. 
The town centre lacks character and 
vitality, whilst the riverside is isolated 
and underutilised. Recent regeneration 
activity has sought to address such physical 
and community issues. The Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood SPD area is at risk 
from fl ooding and the site is within a 
designated Air Quality Management 
Area. The site is predominantly urban, 
and is interspersed with green areas, 
mature trees, hedgerows and water 
bodies. Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
contain a number of locally designated 
sites. There are areas with signifi cant 

Wards
The wards relating to the Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood SPD area include 
Thamesmead Moorings, Abbeywood, 
Thamesmead East, Plumstead and 
Glyndon. Appendix 5 displays data 
pertaining to each ward, which 
identifi es pockets of deprivation within 
the London Boroughs of Bexley and 
Greenwich.

The data in Appendix 5 has been grouped 
into social, environmental and economic 
topic areas and the issues within each 
topic area are related to the Borough 
wide topic areas. Four of the wards; 
Abbey Wood, Glyndon, Plumstead 
and Thamesmead Moorings, are in 
Greenwich Borough and Thamesmead 
East Ward is in Bexley Borough. The 
ranks are based on the ONS ranking 
system, which includes approximately 
50,000 wards. As with the national data 
set, the lower the rank identifi ed, the 
lower the quality of access.

Social
All of the wards in Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood have a high population 
density when compared with the national 
average (3.77 people per hectare). 
Glyndon has the highest population 
density (89.66 people per hectare) and 
Thamesmead East has the lowest (26.89 
people per hectare). Greenwich has the 
lowest average age (31.33 years), whilst 
Abbey Wood has the highest average 

local biodiversity value, such as Erith 
Marsh. Lesnes Abbey to the south of 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood, and 
Crossness Engines to the north are 
valuable historic assets.

Site surroundings
Recent regeneration activity has 
included the development of the White 
Heart Triangle and the East Thamesmead 
Business Park (Veridion Park), in addition 
to housing development at Summerton 
Way and Thamesis Point. Signifi cant 
development is proposed at the 
Belvedere and Charlton employment 
areas, Erith and Woolwich town centre 
and Dartford/Ebsfl eet by the public and 
private sectors.
Major transport improvements are 
proposed in the locality including the 
Thames Gateway Bridge and Silvertown 
Link river crossings, the extension of 
Crossrail to Woolwich and Abbey Wood, 
the planned DLR station at Woolwich 
and the Greenwich Waterfront transit 
scheme. The site context has a suffi  cient 
quantity of open space to serve the 
increasing population, yet improvements 
to the quality of open spaces are 
required.

Bexley and Greenwich
Baseline information for the London 
Boroughs of Bexley and Greenwich 
relevant to the Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood SPD is provided in Appendices 2, 
3 and 4.
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across all wards, whilst life expectancy 
is lowest for males in the Thamesmead 
Moorings, Abbey Wood and Glyndon 
wards. Health and disability is ranked 
lowest in Thamesmead Moorings and 
highest in Plumstead, whilst education 
and skills rank lowest in Abbey Wood 
and highest in Glyndon. 

Environmental
Plumstead has the lowest quality living 
environment and Thamesmead Moorings 
has the best quality living environment. 
All of the wards in Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood are ranked relatively low 
when compared to the national dataset. 
Thamesmead East has the highest 
percentage of land cover as green space 
(55%), whilst Glyndon has the lowest 
(21%).

Economic
Thamesmead East ward is ranked lowest 
for economic deprivation, income and 
employment. Plumstead has high levels 
of income and the least economic 
deprivation. Thamesmead Moorings 
has the highest level of employment. 
The Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
wards do not vary greatly from the 
national average when considering full 
time employees aged 16-74. All of the 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood wards 
have a lower number of part time 
employees aged 16-74 than the national 
average. Thamesmead Moorings has the 
greatest percentage of unemployment 

claimants, whilst Abbey Wood has the 
smallest (2.8%).

Data gaps and the availability of baseline 
information
As the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
SPD is site specifi c narrative detail 
has been provided above and this is 
supported by baseline data at the ward 
and Borough levels. The baseline data 
collected represents work in progress 
and will be continually updated. 
The indicators selected aid in the 
identifi cation of where the Boroughs’ 
are performing well and where further 
work is required. Recommendations for 
additional data collection are included.

The key constraints to the baseline data 
are as follows:
• There are inconsistencies between the 
data collected by the London Borough 
of Bexley and that collected by the 
London Borough of Greenwich, as each 
authority considers diff erent issues, 
over diff erent time frames
• Much of the data available at the 
Borough level is not available at the 
ward level
• Further data collection for 
environmental and economic issues 
may be required at the Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood levels
• Due to the inconsistencies between 
the two Boroughs and the availability of 
information the ward data is not directly 
related to the Borough data

• It is diffi  cult to predict future trends as 
a precedent has not yet been established 
and insuffi  cient information has been 
collected
• External factors may infl uence future 
trends
• Some of the information is dated (e.g. 
2001 census data)

Data gaps exist in the following areas 
and further research is required to 
fi ll these by Bexley and Greenwich 
London Boroughs through the Local 
Development Framework monitoring 
process.

Bexley
• Quality of surroundings – Overall 
crime and percentage of planning 
permissions implemented for major 
schemes designed to reduce crime and 
anti social behaviour
• Biodiversity – Biodiversity Action Plan 
targets and progress
• Climate change – Several indicators 
within the key topic area
• Flood risk – Several indicators within 
the key topic area
• Land, soil and water – Area of statutory 
contaminated land
• Transport – Several indicators within 
the key topic area
• Economic growth – Several indicators 
within the key topic area

Greenwich
• Town centres and retail – Several 

age (35.65 years). The average age of 
both wards is lower than the national 
average (38.6 years). There is a very 
high proportion of children and young 
people in Thamesmead. Thamesmead 
Moorings and Glyndon have the 
highest percentage of people travelling 
to work by sustainable modes (32%), 
just below the London average (33%). 
The Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
wards have a relatively high number of 
people per car when compared with 
the national average (2.17). Glyndon has 
the highest number of people per car 
(3.65), whilst Thamesmead East has the 
lowest number of people per car (2.76). 
Increasing car ownership is a constraint 
to the sustainability of Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood. Car ownership is highest 
in Plumstead (4542) and lowest in 
Glyndon (3807). Thamesmead Moorings 
is ranked lowest for housing quality 
and availability, whilst Thamesmead 
East has the best housing quality and 
availability. Home ownership is lowest 
in Glyndon and highest in Plumstead. 
All of the Thamesmead wards are 
ranked comparatively low for housing 
quality, availability and home ownership. 
Plumstead has the highest average house 
price (£174,516.00) and Thamesmead 
East has the lowest average house price 
(£122, 731.00), the average house price 
in England is higher (£192, 274.00). 
Crime rates are highest in Thamesmead 
East and lowest in Plumstead. Life 
expectancy is consistent for females 
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indicators within the key topic area
• Public health – Hospital waiting times, 
patients, type of health issues
• Skills and employment training – 
Several indicators within the key topic 
area
• Natural resource consumption – 
Several indicators within the key topic 
area
• Future employment and the 
requirement for employment land – 
Several indicators within the key topic 
area
• Traffi  c volumes – Several indicators 
within the key topic area
• CO2 emissions – Several indicators 
within the key topic area
• Detailed biodiversity and landscape 
information – Several indicators within 
the key topic area

Ward level
• Biodiversity and environmental 
protection – several indicators within 
this key topic area
• Natural and environmental resources 
– several indicators within this key topic 
area
• Climate change and air quality – a 
review of Borough data is required to 
determine ward level information
• Land use and development patterns – 
a review of Borough data is required to 
determine ward level information
• Cultural heritage and conservation – a 
review of Borough data is required to 
determine ward level information

• Economic development and activity - 
several indicators within this key topic 
area.

Current and likely future situation
It was diffi  cult to predict future trends 
for much of the baseline information 
due to data gaps, the lack of precedent 
and the infl uence of external factors.

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
sustainability issues
The key issues arising at the ward level, 
the sustainability issues identifi ed for 
each borough and comments from the 
Environment Agency, GO London and 
English Heritage have been used to 
develop the sustainability issues, relating 
directly to Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood as detailed in table 4.
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(Table 4: Thamesmead and Abbey Wood sustainability issues)

Key sustainability issues/problems Opportunities and implications Relationship to SA objectives

Social issues
Resident satisfaction with sports, leisure 
and culture facilities

Opportunities to include leisure and culture facilities in the SPD. Opportunities to 
create improved access links to essential facilities and services.

Objective 14 and objective 19

Provision of and access to essential 
services

Opportunities to create improved access links to essential facilities and services. Objective 9, objective 10 and 
objective 19

Adequate access to public transport, 
connectivity, ease of movement and 
safety

Opportunities to encourage sustainable modes of transport and accessibility for 
those less able. Opportunities to encourage route and service enhancements.

Objective 10 and objective 19

Pockets of deprivation within 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood

Opportunities to encourage sustainable design elements to contribute to a healthier 
and safer environment, in addition to socio economic development programmes, 
such as skills and training.

Objective 13, objective 17, objective 
19

Fear of crime Opportunity to reduce the incidence of crime and vandalism through design out 
crime principles.

Objective 15

The quality of housing Opportunity to incorporate best practice design principles and implement the Code 
for Sustainable Homes.

Objective 13, objective 20 and 
objective 21

Education and skills Opportunities to create and enhance education opportunities, in addition to socio 
economic development programmes such as skills and training.

Objective 18

Environmental issues
Increasing car use, high carbon dioxide 
emissions and poor air quality

Opportunities to increase provision of sustainable modes of transport. 
Opportunities to encourage an increased number of journeys by walking, cycling and 
public transport through design.

Objective 7, objective 8, objective 9, 
objective 10 and objective 19

Improvement of and access to 
Biodiversity Action Plan species and 
habitats

Opportunities to include provision for species and habitat protection and 
enhancement. Opportunities to conserve and enhance areas of importance for 
wildlife within Thamesmead and Abbey Wood. Opportunities for incorporating bird 
nesting and roosting sites into new structures and incorporating green roofs into 
design proposals.

Objective 1, objective 2 and 
objective 3
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Flood risk Opportunities to require fl ood risk assessment at the planning application stage. 
Opportunities to consider fl ood risk management, infrastructure construction and 
maintenance. Use of Sustainable Urban Drainage and soft landscaping, where viable. 
Development should provide for rain water harvesting, where viable.

Objective 4 and objective 8

Water resources Opportunities to encourage water conservation and incorporate water 
conservation into the design. Use of Sustainable Urban Drainage and soft 
landscaping. Development should provide for rain water harvesting.

Objective 3 and objective 13

Quality of the water environment Opportunities for provision of mitigation of surface water run off , including 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems. 
Opportunity to improve the water quality environment by the sustainable 
remediation of land aff ected by contamination.

Objective 3 and objective 13

The quality of the townscape, views and 
vistas

Opportunities for improvement to the public realm. Design improvements to 
Thamesmead town centre. Opportunities to incorporate best practice design to 
improve the image and perception of the area.

Objective 2, objective 11, objective 
12, objective 13, objective 6

The quality of landscapes and open space Opportunities to provide additional open space and enhance existing open space. Objective 2, objective 11, objective 
12, objective 13

Land quality and contamination Opportunities to ensure that land quality and contamination issues are adequately 
addressed in planning applications. Encourage land remediation. Bring brownfi eld land 
into more active and benefi cial use. 

Objective 3

Waste management Opportunities to increase facilities for recycling. Objective 5
Management of the historic environment Opportunities to maintain and enhance historic areas, buildings and their settings. Objective 2, objective 11, objective 

12 and objective 17
Economic issues
Attraction of inward investment Objective 22, objective 23
Unemployment and employment 
opportunities

Opportunities to enhance local training and employment opportunities. Objective 16, objective 18 and 
objective 23

The quality of employment areas Opportunities to encourage sustainable design and construction of employment 
areas. Opportunities for public realm improvements in employment areas.

Objective 16 and objective 23

The level of income Opportunities to enhance local training and employment opportunities. Objective 16 and objective 23
Access to employment Opportunities to enhance local training and employment opportunities. Objective 16, objective 18 and 

objective 23
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SA (incorporating SEA) 
framework
A set of sustainability objectives has 
been derived from the policies, plans and 
programmes identifi ed within Table 3, 
the social, environmental and economic 
baseline, the consultation responses 
to the Scoping Report and the key 
sustainability issues. The borough wide 
sustainability objectives, criteria and 
indicators are consistent with those 
developed for the London Borough of 
Bexley’s Core Strategy and the London 
Borough of Greenwich’s Core Strategy 
to facilitate eff ective monitoring. 
Additional monitoring will be required 
to address the Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood indicators, which will be used 
to monitor the SPD. The sustainability 
objectives will be used to appraise the 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD.

Table 5 identifi es the criteria and 
indicators for each Borough for each of 
the sustainability objectives, in addition 
to the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
criteria and indicators, which will be 
used to monitor the Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood SPD.
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Sustainability objective Criteria Indicator

Biodiversity and environmental protection

1. To protect, restore and enhance 
biodiversity, fl ora and fauna

Bexley
Headline indicator: Condition of sites of special scientifi c interest
Will it conserve sites of importance for nature 
conservation?

Total area of sites of importance for nature conservation

Will it maintain and enhance species diversity and avoid 
harm to protected species?

Net loss of areas protected by nature conservation designations

Will it maintain and enhance deciduous woodland cover? Total area of local nature reserves
Will it encourage the protection of trees? % of SSSI’s in favourable condition

Area of land managed for wildlife – requires further investigation
Area of deciduous woodland – requires further investigation

Greenwich
Protect specifi cally designated wildlife sites and sites of 
special scientifi c interest

Number and size of ‘Wildlife Sites’

Protect habitats and species, particularly those 
considered to be of importance

% of SSSI’s in good condition

Provide opportunities for the creation of new habitats 
and links between existing habitats

Implementation of the BAP

Enhance the ecological value of the relevant area Number of planning approvals that have included habitat creation
Achieve Biodiversity Action Plan targets Site area of habit lost to development
Reduce habitat fragmentation % of land designated for particular quality or amenity value 

(greenspace vs wildlife sites)
The number of habitat areas created under section 106 
agreements

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it protect, restore and enhance biodiversity, fl ora 
and fauna?

Percentage of land cover as green space

Will it protect, restore and enhance priority habitats? Loss of designated sites
Will it improve ecological links between existing wildlife 
sites?

Loss of priority habitat in Thamesmead and Abbey Wood

Will it improve opportunities for habitat creation? Development proposals incorporating habitat creation

(Table 5: Sustainability objectives, criteria and indicators)
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2. To protect, restore and enhance the 
quality of landscapes and townscapes 
including open spaces

Bexley

Will it improve the landscape, ecological quality and 
character of the Borough?

Number of green fl ag parks

Will it decrease litter in urban areas and open spaces? Access to public open spaces
Will it enhance the quality of the townscape and the 
public realm areas?

Number of schools working towards eco school award

Will it promote the regeneration of the natural and built 
environment

Percentage and number of vacant properties
Percentage of residents satisfi ed with parks and open spaces

Greenwich
Protect both local and metropolitan open land Percentage of the land within the Borough that is identifi ed as 

open space
Increase the quantity of parks and nature reserves in the 
Borough 

Extent of land dedicated for open space purposes under section 
106 agreements

Improve the quality of the open space network and 
green links

Number of planning approvals that have included habitat creation.
Extent of open space lost to development
Extent of open space defi ciency areas
Percentage of population located within an open space defi ciency 
area

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it enhance the living environment in Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood?

The quality of the living environment

Will it reduce areas of defi ciency in access to natural 
greenspace?

Accessible Natural Greenspace standards

Will it increase tree cover? Number of single and group TPOs
Natural and environmental resources

3. To improve land, soil and water quality, 
reduce contamination and encourage 
the sustainable use of these resources

Bexley
Headline indicators: Domestic water use and availability; Rivers of good or fair quality
Will it minimise development on greenfi eld sites? Percentage of new development on greenfi eld land
Will it ensure that where possible new development 
occurs on derelict, vacant and underused previously 
developed land?

Percentage of new development built on previously developed 
land

Will it reduce water consumption? Density of new development
Will it improve water quality? Area of statutory contaminated land
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3. Continued 

Number of ‘sites of potential concern’ with respect to land 
contamination
Water consumption per head
Percentage of rivers assessed as being of good or fair 
environmental quality

Greenwich
Improve the water quality of rivers and groundwater 
supplies

Percentage of waterways in the local area in good or fair quality 

Improve water effi  ciency in new development Average household water use per capita
Encourage water effi  cient retrofi tting of existing 
development

Health of groundwater resources.

Limit water consumption to levels supportable by 
natural process and storage systems

Chemical and biological quality of local water systems

Discourage development that may result in signifi cant 
adverse impacts on the natural drainage and river 
system

The number of applications approved incorporating water 
conservation techniques

Protect soil quality by restricting development that may 
result in contamination of land

The number/percentage of houses with water effi  cient fi ttings and 
appliances

Reduce quantity of unremediated contaminated land Proportion of new homes built on previously developed land
Require contaminated land to be remediated as part of 
any development proposal

Number of contaminated sites remediated to make suitable for 
new development

Improve understanding contaminated sites and 
remediation requirements

Number of sites contaminated as a result of new development
Number of planning applications approved with a soil 
contamination assessment/report
BVPI216a and BVPI216b fi gures

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it represent sustainable use of land? Percentage of each land use class
Will it meet the requirements of the Water Framework 
Directive?

Status of the waterbodies in the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
area

Will surface water be managed using sustainable 
drainage techniques to improve water quality?

Percentage of new development on previously developed land

Will it encourage sustainable remediation of 
contaminated brownfi eld sites?

Site wide investigations and remediation strategies submitted with 
planning applications

Will it contribute to water and sewerage infrastructure, 
without placing pressure on existing provision?

Development providing water and sewerage infrastructure
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4. To reduce tidal fl uvial and surface 
water fl ood risk

Bexley
Headline indicator: Properties at risk of fl ooding – requires further investigation
Will it reduce the risk of tidal (sea) and fl uvial (rivers 
and watercourses) fl ooding to people and property?

Number of planning consents granted against Environment 
Agency advice on fl ooding issues
Number of new planning consents with Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems – requires further investigation

Greenwich
Decrease the likelihood of pollutants being discharged 
into water systems

High Level Target 12

Ensure that new development is protected against 1 in 
100 year fl ood events

Number of planning applications which have had Surface Water 
Flood Risk Assessments approved by the agency and incorporate 
sustainable urban drainage systems

Ensure that all new developments include sustainable 
urban drainage systems and on site treatment of 
pollutants

Number of new developments setback from watercourses

Discourage development that may result in adverse 
impacts and encourage development that will result 
in positive impacts on the natural drainage and river 
system

Quantity and frequency of fl ooding events of the downstream 
catchment
Extent of development considered to be at risk in a 1 in 100 year 
fl ood event

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it result in decreased fl uvial fl ood risk at 1 in 100 
year probability?
Will it result in decreased tidal fl ood risk at 1 in 200 
year probability?

Results of the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment breech analysis

Does development include fl ood resistance and 
resilience techniques?

Number of planning applications resulting in implementation of 
fl ood resistance and resilience
Number of planning applications which have had surface water 
FRAs approved by the Environmental Assessment and include 
SUDS
Impact on biodiversity in drainage ditches and ground water

Does it support the implementation of the Environment 
Agency Thames Estuary 2010 document?

Results of the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment breech analysis. 
Flood risk assessments submitted with planning applications and 
approved by the Environmental Assessment
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5. To minimise the production of waste, 
increase landfi ll diversion and promote 
sustainable waste management and 
recycling
 

Bexley
Headline indicator: Household waste and recycling
Will it lead to reduced consumption of materials and 
resources?

Amount of waste by type – household, commercial and municipal

Will it reduce household waste? Number of kg of waste collected per head
Will it increase waste recovery and recycling? Percentage of households with waste recycled and composted
Will it reduce hazardous waste? Total tonnage of household waste sent for recycling

% of total tonnage of household waste arisings which have been 
recovered to heat, power and other energy sources

Greenwich
Reduce the amount of waste produced as a result of 
development

Percentage of waste being recycled

Encourage sustainable development practices and the 
use of sustainable building materials

Implementation of recycling and re-use programs

Encourage the reduction, reuse or recycling of waste
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it result in improved waste management (including 
residential, business and construction waste)?

Waste arising per unit area of constructed development

Will it create energy from waste? % of waste used for energy
Will it meet energy effi  ciency targets? % of waste recovered, re-used and recycled

6. To reduce light and noise pollution

Greenwich
Reduce ambient noise, especially from traffi  c Number of complaints received by the Council’s in relation to 

light and noise pollution
Encourage eff ective land use and spatial planning to 
minimize opportunities for light and noise pollution

Extent of housing exposed to high traffi  c corridors and fl ood 
lighting (i.e. sports pitches)

Reduce light pollution
Minimise the level of noise and vibration
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it reduce light and noise pollution concerns? Light and noise pollution complaints
Will it increase properties suff ering from noise pollution 
from London City Airport?
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Climate change and air quality

7. To limit air pollution levels, to adhere 
to levels set out in the national air 
quality strategy and improve overall air 
quality
 

Bexley
Headline indicator: Days when pollution is moderate or higher
Will it improve air quality? Background levels of particulate matter PM10, sulphur dioxide, 

nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide and ozone measured at air 
quality monitoring stations
% of days when air quality was v. good

Greenwich
Reduce overall CO2 emissions Number of new developments that emit air pollution (i.e. 

industrial development)
Encourage development that has minimal air pollution 
side eff ects

Number of new developments that incorporate sustainable 
development initiatives to minimize pollution output

Minimise the extent of development that increases local 
CO2 emissions

Mode of travel to work and distance traveled to work

Improve public transport accessibility and effi  ciency Accessibility of alternative modes of transport
Minimise dependence on the private motor vehicle Percentage of total energy consumption being supplied via 

renewable energy sourcesPromote the use of renewable energy
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood

Is the local population aff ected by poor air quality? The correlation between air pollution and social deprivation

Will it encourage sustainable design of new buildings and 
landscapes, including preparing for the impacts of climate 
change?

Number of developments achieving excellent ratings in the Code 
for Sustainable Homes and Building Research Establishments 
Environmental Assessment Method
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8. To reduce negative contributions to 
climate change, to reduce vulnerability 
to climate change and to improve the 
localities ability to adapt to climate 
change

Bexley
Headline indicator: Emissions of greenhouse gases – requires further investigation
Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse gasses by 
reducing energy consumption?

Carbon dioxide emissions produced by energy use and transport

Will it lead to an increased proportion of energy needs 
being met from renewable resources?

Energy consumed from renewable resources – requires further 
investigation

Will it encourage sustainable design and construction? Number of planning consents for renewable technologies – 
requires further investigation
Number of new residential units encompassing energy effi  cient 
design/ layout or features and compliance with BREEAM 
guidelines very good or higher standard – requires further 
investigation
Number and type of energy effi  ciency measures implemented for 
new developments – requires further investigation

Greenwich
Reduce overall CO2 emissions. Mode of travel to work
Encourage energy effi  cient development, particularly in 
relation to household energy consumption

Accessibility of alternative modes of transport
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8. Continued

Provide accessible, user friendly alternative modes of 
transport.

Transport share of Greenhouse Gas emissions

Minimise dependence on the private motor vehicle Kyoto reduction targets of CO2 emissions
Promote the use of renewable energy Energy use per household.
Reduce overall CO2 emissions Percentage of energy from renewable sources
Encourage energy effi  cient development Number of buildings built that satisfy the Code for Sustainable 

Homes
Encourage use of local suppliers and the consumption of 
local produce

Percentage of total energy consumption being supplied via 
renewable energy sources

Encourage development that uses sustainable building 
materials with long life spans and capable of adapting to 
all weather conditions

Energy use per household

Promote the use of renewable energy Percentage of energy from renewable sources
Number of buildings built that satisfy the Code for Sustainable 
Homes
Mode of travel to work
Number of buildings that use sustainable building materials and 
are designed to maximise solar effi  ciency
Extent of development contained within close proximity to areas 
of potential fl ooding
Percentage of total energy consumption being supplied via 
renewable energy sources

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it reduce negative contributions to climate change? Mode of travel to work

Distance travelled to work
Extent of development including measures to reduce greenhouse 
gas and carbon dioxide emmissions. 
Number of planning permissions resulting in surface water run-off  
to greenfi eld sites or otherwise acceptably accommodated within 
a sustainable scheme incorporating the eff ects of climate change
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Land use and development patterns

9. To reduce the need to travel by 
delivering more sustainable patterns 
of urban development, to reduce 
car dependency and to encourage 
sustainable modes of transport

Bexley
Headline indicator: Average journey length by purpose – requires further investigation
Will it reduce traffi  c volumes? Traffi  c fl ow information from screenlines
Will it increase provision and proportion of journeys 
made using modes other than the car?

Density of new residential development
Percentage of new residential completions complying with 
maximum parking standards
Resident travel by modes to work
Length in km designated walking and cycling network
Map showing public transport accessibility levels and location of 
railway stations, bus routes and the cycle network – access to 
non-car transport

Greenwich
Encourage strong local business links, the use of local 
suppliers and the consumption of local produce

Mode of travel, particularly to commute to and from work

Spatially plan urban development so as to promote 
accessibility and integration of services and reduce the 
need to travel

Average distances to travel to work

Reduce dependence on the private car, by spatially 
planning urban growth that encourages travel by walking, 
cycling, bus, and train

Number of community members that work locally

Appropriately plan urban development so as to avoid 
exacerbating local traffi  c congestion
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it reduce the distance travelled to work? Mode of travel to work
Will it promote the use of sustainable modes? Distance travelled to work

10. To promote sustainable urban living

Greenwich
Provide/improve access for all residents of the area to 
green spaces

Percentage of residents that are within walking distance of parks, 
neighbourhood centres and community services

Ensure the role and function of neighbourhood centres 
is maintained

Percentage of people who work in the local area

Maintain/improve the public right of way network Percentage of people that use local community facilities and 
services

Encourage wider range of shops and services in 
neighbourhood centres

Mode of transport used by community members to commute to 
and from work
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Promote urban development that recognises and 
responds to local environmental, economic and social 
issues and constraints
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it reduce the distance travelled to work? Mode of travel to work
Will it promote the use of sustainable modes? Distance travelled to work
Will it result in an improved network of accessible green 
space and connected footpaths and cycleways?

Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards

Will the network link to the wider green grid of the 
London Borough of Bexley and the London Borough of 
Greenwich?

Lengths of footpaths and cycleways

Cultural heritage and conservation

11. To sustain and, where appropriate, 
enhance areas and buildings designated 
for their historic and/or archaeological 
interest and protect their settings

Bexley
Will it protect and enhance sites, features and areas of 
historical, archaeological and cultural value?

Number of conservation areas and those with management 
action plans
Number of Registered parks and gardens at risk
Number of listed buildings and scheduled ancient monuments at 
risk

Greenwich
Protect buildings and areas of historic or cultural 
signifi cance, particularly within conservation areas

Number and site area of Conservation Areas

Protect sites of archaeological and historic importance 
and their settings

Grade 1 and 2 buildings at risk.
Number of Ancient Monuments destroyed or at risk
Number of sites of archaeological signifi cance destroyed or at risk

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Does it maintain and enhance the heritage of the built 
environment?

Number of conservation areas

Will it enhance access to the historic environment? Number of conservation areas with management plans
Will it contribute to a better understanding of the 
historic environment?

Number of listed buildings
Number of listed buildings at risk
Number of scheduled ancient monuments
Number of scheduled ancient monuments at risk
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12. To create places, spaces and buildings 
that are well designed, integrated 
with and enhance the diversity and 
distinctiveness of the local character

Greenwich
Encourage an analysis of local distinctiveness Number of developments that incorporate innovative and 

sustainable building measures
Promote innovative development Number of developments that are approved with the 

incorporation of masterplans and design guidelines/codesPromote the use of master plans and other design tools 
such as design briefs/guides/codes
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
To increase the design standards of development 
proposals

Number of schemes nominated for and/or awarded a design 
award (e.g. Civic Trust)

To bring vacant or derelict land into use to improve 
local appearance

Area of vacant and/or derelict land remaining undeveloped

Population and a just society

13. To improve the quality and 
cleanliness of where people live

Bexley
Headline indicator: Quality of surroundings
Will it improve the satisfaction of people with their 
neighbourhoods as places to live?

Percentage of residents who are satisfi ed with their 
neighbourhood as a place to live

Will it encourage a sense of community identity and 
welfare?

% of people satisfi ed with the cleanliness standards in their area

Greenwich
Maintain and enhance the quality of the public realm, 
particularly in places of gathering such as town centres 
and community parks

No of complaints regarding quality of the public realm and/or 
litter

Ensure new development positively contributes to the 
public realm

Extent of vandalism/graffi  ti in the local area

Implement stringent waste management program/s Community satisfaction with the environmental quality of town 
centres and parks

Minimise opportunities for graffi  ti and vandalism
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
To protect the quality of the water environment Number of planning permissions granted contrary to the advice 

of the Environment Agency on either fl ood defence grounds or 
water quality

To prevent environmentally damaging development Number of applications where an Environmental Impact 
Assessment concludes there would be an unacceptable impact on 
the environment
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14. To improve the health and wellbeing 
of the population

Bexley
Headline indicator: The life expectancy for men and women
Will it reduce death rates? Standard mortality ratios for all ages and under 75 years of age 

for all causes, Coronary Heart Disease, Circulatory Disease and 
Cancer

Will it encourage healthy lifestyles? Access to public open space
Will it reduce health inequalities? Total number of visits to leisure centres per 1000 population

Proportion of trips undertaken by walking or cycling
Number of allotments
Requires further investigation

Greenwich
Encourage healthy lifestyles, including the provision of 
transport choice.  

Life expectancy rates.

Promote equal access to community services and 
facilities that underpin quality of life.

Proportion of elderly in the local population.

Improve the quality and extent of open space, sporting 
and recreation facilities within the Borough

Accessibility of health services (i.e. average distance from 
households to medical centres)

Promote cross cultural interaction and integration Identifi cation of health concerns for local residents.
Amount of open space per 1000 population
Mortality and infant mortality rates

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it improve the health and well being of the 
population?

The general health of the population

15. To reduce and prevent crime and 
fear of crime

Bexley
Will it reduce levels of crime? Domestic burglaries per 1,000 households
Will it reduce fear of crime? Vehicle crimes per 1,000 population

Number of incidents of vandalism, graffi  ti and fl y tipping reported 
to Council
Percentage of residents surveyed who feel fairly safe or very safe 
after dark whilst outside in their local area
Percentage of residents surveyed who feel fairly safe or very safe 
during the day whilst outside in their local area

Greenwich
Reduce the actual levels of crime Crime rates (including the number of alcohol and anti social 

behaviour incidents)
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Minimise opportunities for crime and anti social 
behaviour through appropriate design of new 
development

Results of fear of crime surveys

Reduce the fear and perception of crime
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it reduce and prevent crime and fear of crime? Crime statistics

16. To provide everyone with the 
opportunity for rewarding and satisfying 
employment

Bexley
Headline indicator: Proportion of working age people in employment – requires further investigation
Will it help to improve earnings? Ratio of jobs to working age population
Will it reduce unemployment? Percentage and level of unemployment
Will it reduce long term unemployment? Percentage of long term unemployed
Will it provide jobs at higher skill levels? Requires further investigation
Will it provide jobs in the knowledge industries? % of 16-18 year olds not in education, training or employment

Requires further investigation
Employment by occupation

Greenwich
Increase the number and diversity of employment 
opportunities

Unemployment rates

Increase opportunity for skills based training and 
education

Time since last worked

Encourage residents to gain employment that is relevant 
to their skills and experience

Economic activity of Greenwich residents

Improve accessibility to key employment sites, town and 
neighbourhood centres

Socio-economic classifi cation
Gross Value Added

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it increase employment? Economic activity of Thamesmead and Abbey Wood residents
Will it increase income? Income of Thamesmead and Abbey Wood residents
Will it reduce deprivation? Deprivation in Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
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Social inclusion

17. To reduce poverty and social 
exclusion, encourage a sense of place, 
community identity and belonging

Bexley
Headline indicator: Indicators of success in tackling poverty and social exclusion (children in low income households, adults without 
qualifi cations and in workless households, elderly in fuel poverty)
Will it reduce poverty and social exclusion in those 
areas most aff ected?

Indices of multiple deprivation
Proportion of the population who live in wards that rank within 
the most deprived 10% and 20% in the country
% of people who feel that their local area is a place where people 
from diff erent backgrounds get on well together

Greenwich
Promote cross cultural interaction and integration Diversity of resident ethnicity and religion
Encourage community gatherings and events Crime rates
Promote development that reinforces a sense of 
character and contributes to the identity of Greenwich

Number of residents attending community gatherings/events

Promote and facilitate local public artwork Resident surveys
Promote out of school youth programs and events
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it reduce poverty and social exclusion? Barriers to housing and services

Crime statistics
Income of Thamesmead and Abbey Wood residents

18. To improve the education and skills 
of the population overall

Bexley
Headline indicator: Percentage of pupils aged 15 achieving fi ve or more A* to C grade GCSEs
Will it improve the qualifi cations and skills of the 
population?

Percentage of young people in full time education

Will it help fi ll key skill gaps? Percentage of working age population qualifi ed to NVQ levels 1 – 
4 (level 4 equals degree level)
Requires further investigation

Greenwich
Promote the attainment of higher education levels Percentage of students achieving fi ve or more GCSE passes at 

A* - C
Encourage the opportunity for residents to gain 
employment relevant to their skills

Number of student places per 1000 of population

Improve access to skills based learning and training, 
particularly for young people

Average distance of households to primary and secondary 
schools
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Provide community libraries and centres that provide 
the community with readily available access to 
information and knowledge

Number of people participating in skills based learning 
programmes
Average household distance to community libraries and centres

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it improve educational performance and skills? Educational performance of Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 

residents
Skills statistics

19. To improve access to essential 
facilities and services especially where 
there is disadvantage

Bexley
Headline indicator: Access to key services – requires further investigation
Will it improve access to essential local facilities and 
services?

Map to show locations of essential services

Will it encourage provision of essential community 
services?

Map to show public open spaces and defi ciency

Will it make access easier for those without a car? Visits to/usage of museums and libraries
Will it improve access for those with disabilities? Percentage of residents satisfi ed with sports and leisure facilities, 

libraries, museums and galleries, theatres and concert halls
Proportion of population within 400 metres of a bus stop
Percentage of population within 800 metres of a railway station
Percentage of local authority owned buildings open to the public 
where all public areas are suitable for and accessible by disabled 
people
Percentage of total length of footpaths and other rights of way 
that were easy to use by members of the public

Greenwich
Provide access for all relating to age, gender, disability, 
race and faith

Accessibility of alternative modes of transport. (i.e. average 
distance of households to bus stations)

Maintain and improve upon community, culture, 
leisure and recreational activities available within the 
community

Index of Multiple Deprivation (range average ward ranks)

Improve accessibility to community services Percentage of low income households
Provide all areas and members of the community easy 
access to passenger transport

Percentage of children living in low income households

Provide employment and other opportunities for 
unemployed, especially long term unemployed and the 
disabled

Number of new developments in the subject area that 
incorporate non-discriminatory access
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Ensure health services and facilities re readily accessible 
to the entire community and can be accessed by means 
other than private cars

Average distance of households and bus stations to health/
medical centres

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it improve access to facilities and services? Indices of deprivation rank of access to facilities and services

Access to key services

20. To provide everyone with the 
opportunity to live in a decent, 
aff ordable and appropriate home

Bexley
Headline indicator: Percentage of unfi t homes
Will it increase access to aff ordable housing for all social 
groups?

Aff ordable housing completion fi gures – with breakdown of social 
rented, intermediate and key worker homes

Will it encourage a range of housing types and sizes? Housing completion fi gures
Will it reduce homelessness? Housing needs survey
Will it reduce fuel poverty? Unfi t dwellings

Homelessness fi gures – number of homeless households
% of households in fuel poverty situation

Greenwich
Meet aff ordable housing needs and address the current 
aff ordable housing defi cit

Annual aff ordable housing completions

Increase accessibility of aff ordable housing, particularly 
for the young, the disabled and key workers

Percentage total dwelling completions attributed to aff ordable 
housing

Improve the quality and mix of aff ordable housing 
provision

Number of people on the housing waiting list
Aff ordable housing defi cit
Percentage/number of aff ordable houses considered to be ‘non-
decent’

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it improve the availability of aff ordable housing? Household tenure
Will it enhance access to housing? Barriers to housing

Dwelling stock by council tax band
Housing demand

21. To ensure a mixed housing supply to 
support a diverse community

Greenwich
Provide a range of building types including fl ats, terrace 
homes, detached homes

Number of housing completions

Provide a range of diff erent sized dwellings including but 
not limited to 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms

Composition of new housing developments (i.e. number and 
percentage of each type of housing)
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Ensure a range of dwelling types to create diversity in 
streets and neighbourhoods

Household types residing in the Borough

Provide housing that meets the needs of the community
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Does it contribute to a mixed and balanced housing 
tenure?

Housing tenure

Economic development and activity

22. To encourage and accommodate 
sustainable levels of prosperity and 
economic growth, reducing disparity in 
economic performance

Bexley
Headline indicator: Total output of the economy (requires further investigation
Will it encourage new businesses and improve business 
development and opportunities?

Requires further investigation

Will it improve the resilience of businesses and the 
economy?

Requires further investigation

Will it promote growth in key sectors or clusters? Job density of new businesses
Will it enhance the image of the area as a business 
location?

Requires further investigation

Will it improve job density?
Will it reduce skills shortages?
Greenwich
Achieve effi  ciency and vitality of economic activities and 
employment centres

Investment in business per annum

Increase investment in people, community services, 
equipment, employment, infrastructure and other assets

Employment number – jobs work based

Increase the diversity of employment opportunities 
within the Borough

Employment rate – percentage of people working age in 
employment

Promote business investment and employment in areas 
that support a higher skilled and educated workforce

Amount of investment in infrastructure and community services

Support the voluntary sector and community run 
business

New (VAT registered) businesses surviving three years

Enhance the opportunity for business development and 
competitiveness

Percentage of working age population with NVQ3 or higher 
qualifi cation

Improve the level of investment into, and accessibility of, 
community services and infrastructure

Gross value Added (GVA) £/head

Provide the opportunity to live and work in the town Number of residents employed locally
Provide suffi  cient new job opportunities that meet the 
needs of both existing and new community members

Average weekly earnings by residents
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Reduce unemployment levels Proportion of people claiming unemployment benefi t who have 
been out of work for more than a year

Share benefi ts of prosperity fairly Types of employment provided and the required level of training.
Help people gain access to satisfying work appropriate 
to their skills, potential and place of residence 

Percentage of working age population with NVQ3 or higher 
qualifi cation 

Improve the level of investment into community services 
and infrastructure

Gross value Added (GVA) £/head

Improve educational and skills based training 
opportunities within the Borough

Proportion of people claiming unemployment benefi t who have 
been out of work for more than a year

Increase investment in people, community services, 
equipment, employment, infrastructure and other assets

Employment rate – percentage of people working age in 
employment

Increase the diversity an number of employment 
opportunities within the Borough to meet the needs of 
both existing and future residents

Socio-economic status
Types of employment provided and the required level of training

Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it encourage sustainable economic growth? Income of Thamesmead and Abbey Wood residents

Economically active Thamesmead and Abbey Wood residents
Deprivation statistics
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood unemployment claimants

23. To encourage and accommodate 
the indigenous economy and potential 
inward investment

Bexley
Headline indicator: Total investment as a percentage of GDP – requires further investigation
Will it encourage indigenous business? Number of new businesses established
Will it encourage inward investment? The percentage of new businesses surviving two years after start 

up
Will it make land and property available for business 
development?

Requires further investigation
Employment land availability – requires further investigation

Greenwich
Improve the quality of visitor experiences to Greenwich Number of tourists visiting the Borough each year
Improve public transport accessibility to Greenwich Annual tourism expenditure in the Borough 
Maintain and improve the inherent attractiveness and 
character of Greenwich

Number of overnight stays in hotels and temporary 
accommodation

Build upon and/or improve existing tourist attractions Number of employees working in the tourism sector
Increase diversity of businesses in the Borough New (VAT registered) businesses surviving three years.
Increase the number of large business operating within 
Greenwich

Proportion of new small and large business in Greenwich
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Improve the quality and function of Town and 
Neighbourhood Centres

Industry sectors of associated with new businesses

Improve the quality and accessibility of key employment 
sites
Promote business investment and employment in areas 
that support a higher skilled and educated workforce
Support the voluntary sector and community run 
business
Enhance the opportunity for business development and 
competitiveness
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood
Will it benefi t the local economy and encourage inward 
investment?

Income of Thamesmead and Abbey Wood residents
Economically active Thamesmead and Abbey Wood residents
Deprivation statistics
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood unemployment claimants

Signifi cant eff ect indicator
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B1: Testing the SPD objectives 
against the SA framework 
Table 6 provides a matrix to identify 
the extent of compatibility between the 
objectives of the September 2008 draft 
of the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
SPD and the SA objectives. From this, it 
was concluded that:

• the objectives of the Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood SPD are broadly compatible 
with the SA social, environmental and 
economic sustainability objectives

• the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
SPD should place further emphasis on 
sustainable modes of transport within 
objective 3

• The SPD objectives could make further 
provision for the protection of buildings 
of architectural or historic interest and 
their settings 

• The SPD objectives should also address 
land contamination, sustainable waste 
management, light and noise pollution 
and housing supply 

• No potential confl icts are identifi ed 
and the cumulative impacts are positive. 
Cumulative impacts are addressed 
further within section 5

5. Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD SA (incorporating SEA)
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SA objective Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
SPD Objective

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

1. Design and development 0 + 0 0 0 0 + + + + + + + + 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 0
2. Environment, open spaces and sustainability + + 0 + 0 0 + + + + 0 0 + + + 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0
3. Transport 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + + + 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0
4. Community 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + + 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 0
5. Neighbourhoods and local centres 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 + + 0 + + 0 0 0 + 0 + + 0 0 0
6. Employment and economy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 0 + +
7. Good governance 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cumulative eff ects of objectives 0 + 0 0 0 0 + + + + 0 + + + + + + 0 + 0 0 0 0
Key to Symbols: + positive compatible – possible confl ict  0 neutral  ? uncertain or insuffi  cient information

(Table 6: SPD and SA compatibility matrix)

(Table 7: Summary of sustainability objectives)

Biodiversity and environmental protection
1. To protect, restore and enhance biodiversity, fl ora and fauna
2. To protect, restore and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes, including open space
Natural and environmental resources
3. To improve land, soil and water quality, reduce contamination and encourage the sustainable use of these resources
4. To reduce tidal, fl uvial and surface water fl ood risk
5. To minimise the production of waste, increase landfi ll diversion and promote sustainable waste management and recycling
6. To reduce light and noise pollution
Climate change and air quality
7. To limit air pollution levels, to adhere to levels set out in the national air quality strategy and improve overall air quality
8. To reduce negative contributions to climate change, to reduce vulnerability to climate change and to improve the localities 
ability to adapt to climate change
Land use and development patterns
9. To reduce the need to travel by delivering more sustainable patterns of urban development, to reduce car dependency 
and to encourage more sustainable modes of transport
10. To promote sustainable urban living
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Cultural heritage and conservation
11. To sustain and, where appropriate, enhance areas or buildings designated for their historic and/or archaeological interest 
and protect their settings
12. To create places, spaces and buildings that are well designed, integrate with and enhance the diversity and distinctiveness 
of the local character
Population and a just society
13. To improve the quality and cleanliness of where people live
14. To improve the health and well being of the population
15. To reduce and prevent crime and fear of crime
16. To provide everyone with the opportunity for rewarding and satisfying employment
Social inclusion
17. To reduce poverty and social exclusion, encourage a sense of place, community identity and belonging
18. To improve the education and skills of the population overall
19. To improve access to essential facilities and services, especially where there is disadvantage
20. To provide everyone with the opportunity to live in a decent, aff ordable and appropriate home
21. To ensure a mixed housing supply to support a diverse community
Economic development and activity
22. To encourage and accommodate sustainable levels of prosperity and economic growth, reducing disparity in economic 
performance
23. To encourage and accommodate the indigenous economy and potential inward investment

B2: Developing the SPD options
The implementation of the objectives 
within the emerging Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood SPD was tested against 
the SA sustainability objectives and 
the ‘no change impact’ if the draft SPD 
was not implemented. The results are 
provided in Table 8 below. 
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Option 1: No change Option 2: Implementation of the September 2008 draft 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD

SA objective: Short 
term

Medium 
term

Long 
term

Comments Short 
term

Medium 
term

Long 
term

Comments

1. To protect, restore and 
enhance biodiversity, fl ora 
and fauna

0 0 ? Currently the majority of green 
spaces and links are not managed for 
biodiversity, which could potentially have 
a negative impact in the long term

0 + ++ Enhancing the multifunctional use of the 
parks and open spaces in Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood will result in long term 
improvements to biodiversity, fl ora and 
fauna

2. To protect, restore and 
enhance the quality of 
landscapes and townscapes, 
including open space

- - - Whilst regeneration initiatives are 
underway, these lack a coordinated 
approach. Open spaces are currently 
underutilised

- + ++ Diversifi cation of the green infrastructure 
will enhance the landscape, whilst 
objectives for the regeneration of urban 
centres and housing stock will enhance 
the townscape

3. To improve land, soil 
and water quality, reduce 
contamination and 
encourage the sustainable 
use of these resources

? ? ? Borough wide policy is in place to 
address these issues, but site specifi c 
guidance is required and there is 
insuffi  cient information available at the 
local level

? ? + The re use of previously developed land 
will address land and soil contamination 
issues. The prevention of pollution 
through the Environmental Assessment of 
development proposals is recommended 
within the SPD. Effi  cient water use will be 
required within developments

4. To reduce tidal, fl uvial and 
surface water fl ood risk

0 0 - The original plan for Thamesmead 
includes many fl ood risk mitigation 
features. However, climate change will 
have implications in the long term

0 + + Management of fl ood risk will be 
in accordance with Planning Policy 
Statement 25, and Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems will be required in all 
development. The proposed measures 
will aid in addressing the implications of 
climate change

5. To minimise the 
production of waste, 
increase landfi ll diversion 
and promote sustainable 
waste management and 
recycling

? ? ? Borough wide policy is in place to 
address these issues, including a 
proposed anaerobic digestor waste 
facility in the vicinity of White Heart 
Triangle. However, site specifi c guidance 
is required and there is insuffi  cient 
information available at the local level

? ? + The requirement for new development 
to demonstrate how waste will be 
managed and minimised will promote 
sustainable waste management and 
recycling. However, the existing situation 
is not addressed.

(Table 8: Assessment of options)
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6. To reduce light and noise 
pollution

? ? ? Borough wide policy is in place to 
address these issues, site specifi c 
guidance is required and there is 
insuffi  cient information available at the 
local level

? ? ? The SPD does not address light and noise 
pollution

7. To limit air pollution levels, 
to adhere to levels set out 
in the national air quality 
strategy and improve overall 
air quality

- - - - - - Use of sustainable modes of transport is 
currently low in Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood, emissions of carbon dioxide are 
high and air quality is poor. The trend will 
continue without intervention

- + + The principal cause of air pollution 
in Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
is use of the private car, therefore 
measures to improve the sustainable 
transport network will reduce air 
pollution. However, the additional future 
development in the area will bring an 
increase in population and additional 
cars to the area which will reduce the 
positive impacts of sustainable transport 
initiatives to some extent.

8. To reduce negative 
contributions to climate 
change, to reduce 
vulnerability to climate 
change and to improve the 
localities ability to adapt to 
climate change

- - - - - - Improvements to the network for 
sustainable modes of transport and 
further consideration of fl ood risk is 
required to reduce contributions and 
adapt to climate change

- + ++ Encouragement of sustainable transport 
will reduce negative contributions to 
climate change. Compliance with Planning 
Policy Statement 25, the requirement for 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems will 
improve the ability of Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood to adapt to climate change

9. To reduce the need to 
travel by delivering more 
sustainable patterns of urban 
development, to reduce 
car dependency and to 
encourage more sustainable 
modes of transport

- - - - - - Use of sustainable modes of transport is 
currently low in Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood

- + ++ Measures to improve the sustainable 
transport network are key consideration 
within the SPD

10. To promote sustainable 
urban living

- - - - - - The urban centres currently lack vitality 
and walking, cycling and public transport 
connections are poor

- + ++ Measures to promote sustainable urban 
living within the SPD include provision 
for walking, cycling and public transport 
and improvements to Thamesmead’s 
urban centres. The proposed urban farm 
will provide a good practice example for 
domestic scale food production.
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11. To maintain and, where 
appropriate, enhance areas 
or buildings designated 
for their historic and/or 
archaeological interest and 
protect their settings

0 0 ? Local assets such as Lesnes Abbey to the 
south of the study area, and Crossness 
Engines to the north are currently 
underutilised and long term impacts are 
uncertain

0 + + Lesnes Abbey is not considered within 
the SPD, however, improved visitor 
facilities are proposed at Crossness 
Engines

12. To create places, spaces 
and buildings that are well 
designed, integrate with and 
enhance the diversity and 
distinctiveness of the local 
character

- - - - - - Urban centres in Thamesmead lack 
vitality and, with the exception 
of Southmere, green spaces are 
underutilised

- - + ++ The quality and vitality of urban 
centres and the use of green spaces in 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood would be 
improved through the implementation of 
the SPD

13. To improve the quality 
and cleanliness of where 
people live

- - - - - - - The physical environments of 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood are 
currently poor

- - + ++ The quality and vitality of urban 
centres and the use of green spaces in 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood would be 
improved through the implementation of 
the SPD

14. To improve the health 
and well being of the 
population

++ ++ ++ The health and well being of the 
population in Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood is generally good due to the 
young age profi le

++ +++ +++ Enhancements to community and leisure 
facilities and attractions would further 
enhance the health and well being of the 
population

15. To reduce and prevent 
crime and fear of crime

- - - + Crime rates are high in the Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood wards, initiatives 
for young people and work with the 
metropolitan police is underway, which 
may reduce crime in the medium to long 
term

- - + ++ Community safety interventions will be 
required in all development proposals 
and community safety initiatives will 
continue to be supported 

16. To provide everyone 
with the opportunity for 
rewarding and satisfying 
employment

- - - - ? Though there is some disparity 
between the wards, Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood currently have high levels 
of unemployment overall, existing 
regeneration initiatives may reduce 
unemployment in the long term

- -  + ++ Employment is a key issue within the SPD, 
measures are included to enhance skills 
and improve access to job opportunities
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17. To reduce poverty and 
social exclusion, encourage 
a sense of place, community 
identity and belonging

- - - - - - Thamesmead and Abbey Wood lack 
a sense of place, due to the poor 
physical environment and transient local 
population

- + ++ Landscape and townscape enhancements 
and improvements to essential facilities 
and services will encourage a sense of 
place

18. To improve the education 
and skills of the population 
overall

- - - - - - Pockets of education and skills 
deprivation exist within Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood

- -  + ++ Employment is a key issue within the SPD, 
measures are included to enhance skills 
and improve access to job opportunities

19. To improve access 
to essential facilities and 
services, especially where 
there is disadvantage

- - - - - - Local centres lack vitality and 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood have 
poor sustainable transport links

- + ++ The enhancement of local centres and 
the sustainable transport network will 
improve access to essential facilities

20. To provide everyone 
with the opportunity to live 
in a decent, aff ordable and 
appropriate home

- - - + Housing renewal is underway, however 
further support is required

- - + ++ Comprehensive renewal of housing is 
promoted, where appropriate, and the 
SPD attempts to address the signifi cant 
number of buy to let properties

21. To ensure a mixed 
housing supply to support a 
diverse community

- - - + Housing renewal is underway, however 
further support is required

- - + ++ The SPD encourages a mixed and 
balanced community in Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood

22. To encourage and 
accommodate sustainable 
levels of prosperity and 
economic growth, reducing 
disparity in economic 
performance

- - - - - - Prosperity and economic growth are 
generally low in Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood, there is disparity between the 
wards

- - + + Enhanced training opportunities and 
increased employment fl oorspace 
will reduce disparity in economic 
performance

23. To encourage and 
accommodate the 
indigenous economy and 
potential inward investment

- - - - - - The quality of employment areas in 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood is 
currently poor and the area does not 
attract suffi  cient inward investment

- - + + An inward investment strategy is 
proposed to attract businesses to White 
Heart Triangle and Veridion Park

Key
+ positive  - negative  0 neutral  ? uncertain
+ minor  +++major
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From the above assessment, it was 
concluded that the implementation of 
the draft SPD policies would represent 
an improvement to the baseline situation 
in relation to all of the sustainability 
objectives, with the exception of light 
and noise pollution.

The sustainability workshop and stage 
B1 and B2 of the SA process allowed 
the emerging sustainability issues to be 
considered in the formulation of the 
SPD. The SPD has responded to the 
fi ndings of the test for compatibility of 
objectives (Table 6) and the assessment of 
options (Table 8) by including reference 
to sustainable modes of transport 
within the objectives for Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood, emphasising the 
importance of sustainable patterns of 
transport and movement, introducing 
specifi c guiding principles in relation to 
heritage and supporting the realisation 
of borough wide sustainability targets. 
The SPD has also addressed the 
outcome of the initial sustainability 
appraisal through reference to land 
contamination, sustainable waste 
management, light and noise pollution 
and housing supply within objective 2. 
The prediction and evaluation of eff ects 
described below assesses the impacts of 
the SPD following these amendments.

B3 and B4: Predicting and 
evaluating the eff ects of the June 
2009 SPD
Table 9 below details the prediction 
and evaluation of eff ects of the June 
2009 SPD when assessed against the SA 
sustainability objectives. 

The impact of the Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood SPD is primarily local, 
which is the level at which priority 
improvements are necessary. Measures 
to address climate change will have a 
wider impact. 

The SPD focuses on improving 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood through 
requirements from new development 
and supporting existing initiatives, 
therefore eff ects will be experienced in 
the medium to long term. 
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(Table 9: Prediction and evaluation of eff ects)

Summary baseline 
situation/ targets

Predicted eff ects Justifi cation for assessment 
Include recommendations for 
mitigation and improvement

Indicator Nature of 
eff ect

Assessment of eff ect
Short 
term

Medium 
term

Long 
term

1. To protect, 
restore and enhance 
biodiversity, fl ora 
and fauna

• Thamesmead East has 
the highest percentage of 
land cover as green space, 
Glyndon has the lowest

• There is a signifi cant 
network of green spaces 
and links, the majority of 
these are not managed for 
biodiversity

• Will it protect, restore and 
enhance biodiversity, fl ora 
and fauna?

• Will it protect, restore and 
enhance priority habitats?

• Will it improve ecological 
links between existing 
wildlife sites?

• Will it improve 
opportunities for habitat 
creation?

High local 
impact

0 + ++

Enhancing the multifunctional use of the 
parks and open spaces in Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood and securing the 
implementation of biodiversity action plans 
will result in long term improvements to 
biodiversity, fl ora and fauna

2. To protect, 
restore and 
enhance the quality 
of landscapes 
and townscapes, 
including open 
space

• All of the wards in 
Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood have a relatively low 
quality living environment 
when compared to the 
national average

• There is a signifi cant 
network of green spaces 
and links which is not 
realising its full potential

• Will it enhance the 
living environment in 
Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood?

• Will it reduce areas of 
defi ciency in access to 
natural greenspace?

High local 
impact

- + ++

Diversifi cation of the green infrastructure 
will enhance the landscape, whilst 
objectives for the regeneration of urban 
centres and housing stock will enhance the 
townscape

3. To improve land, 
soil and water 
quality, reduce 
contamination and 
encourage the 
sustainable use of 
these resources

• Land, soil and water quality 
has not been identifi ed 
as a signifi cant issue in 
Thamesmead or in Abbey 
Wood

• Will it represent sustainable 
use of land?

• Will it meet the 
requirements of the Water 
Framework Directive?

• Will surface water be 
managed using sustainable 
drainage techniques to 
improve water quality?

• Will it encourage 
sustainable remediation of 
contaminated brownfi eld 
sites?

Low local 
impact

? + ++

The SPD requires that land contamination 
is placed at the heart of the decision 
making process. Decision making, 
coupled with the re use of previously 
developed land will address land and soil 
contamination issues. The prevention 
of pollution through the Environmental 
Assessment of development proposals is 
recommended within the SPD. Effi  cient 
water use will be required within 
developments
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4. To reduce tidal, 
fl uvial and surface 
water fl ood risk

• Thamesmead includes 
many fl ood risk mitigation 
features, these do not 
consider climate change

• Will it result in decreased 
fl ood risk?

• Does development include 
fl ood resistance and 
resilience techniques?

High 
regional 
impact

0 + +

Management of fl ood risk will be 
in accordance with Planning Policy 
Statement 25, and Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems will be required in all 
development. The proposed measures 
will aid in addressing the implications of 
climate change

5. To minimise 
the production of 
waste, increase 
landfi ll diversion and 
promote sustainable 
waste management 
and recycling

• Potential anaerobic 
digestion facility at White 
Heart Triangle

• Will it result in improved 
waste management 
(including residential, 
business and construction 
waste)?

High 
regional 
impact

? + +

The SPD requires that sustainable waste 
management is placed at the heart of the 
decision making process. It is essential 
that decision makers address the 
existing situation. The requirement for 
new development to demonstrate how 
waste will be managed and minimised 
will promote further sustainable waste 
management and recycling.

6. To reduce light 
and noise pollution

• Urban level of light and 
noise

• Will it reduce light and 
noise pollution concerns?

Medium 
local impact

? ? +

The SPD requires that light and noise 
pollution is placed at the heart of the 
decision making process. Further data 
collection is required so that decisions can 
be based on current information.

7. To limit air 
pollution levels, to 
adhere to levels set 
out in the national 
air quality strategy 
and improve overall 
air quality

• Though there is a relatively 
low number of people per 
car in comparison with the 
national average, increasing 
car ownership has led to 
high emissions of carbon 
dioxide and poor air quality

• Is the local population 
aff ected by poor air quality?

• Will it encourage 
sustainable design of new 
buildings and landscapes, 
including preparing for the 
impacts of climate change?

High 
regional 
impact

- + ++

The principal cause of air pollution in 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood is use of 
the private car, therefore measures to 
improve the sustainable transport network 
will reduce air pollution. However, the 
additional future development in the area 
will bring an increase in population and 
additional cars to the area which will 
reduce the positive impacts of sustainable 
transport initiatives to some extent.

8. To reduce 
negative 
contributions to 
climate change, to 
reduce vulnerability 
to climate change 
and to improve the 
localities ability to 
adapt to climate 
change

• Existing fl ood risk 
mitigation features do 
not consider climate 
change, Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood suff er from 
high emissions of carbon 
dioxide and poor air quality

• Will it reduce negative 
contributions to climate 
change?

Minor 
international 
impact

- + ++

Encouragement of sustainable transport 
will reduce negative contributions to 
climate change
Compliance with Planning Policy Statement 
25, the requirement for Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems will improve the ability 
of Thamesmead and Abbey Wood to adapt 
to climate change
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9. To reduce the 
need to travel 
by delivering 
more sustainable 
patterns of urban 
development, 
to reduce car 
dependency and to 
encourage more 
sustainable modes 
of transport

• Car ownership is increasing 
in the Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood wards, the 
use of sustainable modes of 
transport is currently low

• Will it reduce the distance 
travelled to work?

• Will it promote the use of 
sustainable modes?

High local 
impact

- + ++

Measures to improve the sustainable 
transport network are key consideration 
within the SPD and the document 
supports the promotion of sustainable 
modes of transport.

10. To promote 
sustainable urban 
living

• Urban centres lack vitality 
and the use of sustainable 
modes of transport is 
currently low

• Will it promote the use of 
sustainable modes?

• Will it result in an 
improved network of 
accessible green space and 
connected footpaths and 
cycleways?

• Will the network link to 
the wider green grid of the 
London Borough of Bexley 
and the London Borough of 
Greenwich?

• Will it reduce the distance 
travelled to work?

High local 
impact

- + ++

Measures to promote sustainable urban 
living within the SPD include provision 
for walking, cycling and public transport 
and improvements to Thamesmead’s 
urban centres.  The proposed urban farm 
will provide a good practice example for 
domestic scale food production.

11. To maintain and, 
where appropriate, 
enhance areas 
or buildings 
designated for 
their historic and/
or archaeological 
interest and protect 
their settings

• Local assets such as Lesnes 
Abbey and Crossness 
Engines are currently 
underutilised

• Does it maintain and 
enhance the heritage of the 
built environment?

• Will it enhance access to 
the historic environment?

• Will it contribute to a 
better understanding of the 
historic environment?

Medium 
regional 
impact

0 + +

The strategic principles of the 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD state 
that historic sites, assets, features and 
landscapes should be respected within 
development proposals. In addition, 
improved visitor facilities are proposed at 
Crossness Engines and Lesnes Abbey will 
be protected. Includes recognition of the 
1960s heritage of the area.
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12. To create places, 
spaces and buildings 
that are well 
designed, integrate 
with and enhance 
the diversity and 
distinctiveness of 
the local character

• Urban centres in 
Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood lack vitality

• There is a signifi cant 
network of green spaces 
and links which is not 
realising its full potential

• To increase the design 
standards of development 
proposals

• To bring vacant or derelict 
land into use to improve 
local appearance

High local 
impact

- - + ++

The quality and vitality of urban 
centres and the use of green spaces in 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood would be 
improved through the implementation of 
the SPD

13. To improve 
the quality and 
cleanliness of where 
people live

• All of the wards in 
Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood have a relatively low 
quality living environment 
when compared to the 
national average

• To protect the quality of 
the water environment

• To prevent environmentally 
damaging development

High local 
impact

- - + ++

The quality and vitality of urban 
centres and the use of green spaces in 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood would be 
improved through the implementation of 
the SPD

14. To improve 
the health and 
well being of the 
population

• The health and well being 
of the population in 
Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood is generally good 
due to the young age 
profi le

• Will it improve the health 
and well being of the 
population?

Low local 
impact

++ +++ +++

Enhancements to community and leisure 
facilities and attractions would further 
enhance the health and well being of the 
population

15. To reduce and 
prevent crime and 
fear of crime

• Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood crime rates are 
currently high

• Will it reduce and prevent 
crime and fear of crime?

High local 
impact

- - + ++

Community safety interventions will be 
required in all development proposals and 
community safety initiatives will continue 
to be supported 

16. To provide 
everyone with 
the opportunity 
for rewarding 
and satisfying 
employment

• Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood currently have a 
high level of unemployment 
overall

• Will it increase 
employment?

• Will it increase income?
• Will it reduce deprivation?

High local 
impact

- -  + ++
Employment is a key issue within the SPD, 
measures are included to enhance skills 
and improve access to job opportunities

17. To reduce 
poverty and 
social exclusion, 
encourage a sense 
of place, community 
identity and 
belonging

• Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood suff er from a poor 
physical environment and 
transient local population

• Will it reduce poverty and 
social exclusion?

High local 
impact

- + ++

Landscape and townscape enhancements 
and improvements to essential facilities 
and services will encourage a sense of 
place
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18. To improve the 
education and skills 
of the population 
overall

• Education and skills 
deprivation exists within 
pockets in Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood

• Will it improve educational 
performance and skills?

High local 
impact

- -  + ++
Employment is a key issue within the SPD, 
measures are included to enhance skills 
and improve access to job opportunities

19. To improve 
access to essential 
facilities and 
services, especially 
where there is 
disadvantage

• Urban centres lack vitality 
and the use of sustainable 
modes of transport is 
currently low

• Will it improve access to 
facilities and services?

High local 
impact

- + ++
The enhancement of local centres and the 
sustainable transport network will improve 
access to essential facilities

20. To provide 
everyone with the 
opportunity to 
live in a decent, 
aff ordable and 
appropriate home

• All of the Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood wards 
are ranked comparatively 
low for housing quality, 
availability and home 
ownership

• Will it improve the 
availability of aff ordable 
housing?

• Will it enhance access to 
housing?

High local 
impact

- - + ++

Comprehensive renewal of housing is 
promoted, where appropriate, and the SPD 
attempts to address the signifi cant number 
of buy to let properties

21. To ensure a 
mixed housing 
supply to support a 
diverse community

• All of the Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood wards 
are ranked comparatively 
low for housing quality, 
availability and home 
ownership

• Does it contribute to a 
mixed and balanced housing 
tenure?

High local 
impact

- - + ++
The SPD encourages a mixed and balanced 
community in Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood

22. To encourage 
and accommodate 
sustainable levels 
of prosperity and 
economic growth, 
reducing disparity 
in economic 
performance

• Prosperity and economic 
growth are low in 
Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood

• Will it encourage 
sustainable economic 
growth?

High local 
impact

- - + +
Enhanced training opportunities and 
increased employment fl oorspace will 
reduce disparity in economic performance

23. To encourage 
and accommodate 
the indigenous 
economy and 
potential inward 
investment

• Employment areas in 
Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood are poor quality

• Will it benefi t the local 
economy and encourage 
inward investment?

High local 
impact

- - + +
An inward investment strategy is proposed 
to attract businesses to White Heart 
Triangle and Veridion Park
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The key conclusions from the above 
assessment are:
• The impact of the Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood SPD is mainly positive and 
of moderate to minor signifi cance
• Light and noise pollution have been 
adequately addressed within the SPD as 
a result of the SA (SEA) process

Cumulative eff ects
The cumulative eff ects of the 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD 
arise from the interaction of more than 
one policy with the same receptor and 
the interaction of the eff ects of the 
proposals with the same receptors. 
The cumulative impacts identifi ed are 
positive and the majority have major 
signifi cance at the local level. The 
cumulative impacts of the Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood SPD are described in 
Table 10.
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(Table 10: Cumulative impacts)

SPD proposals Eff ect Causes Signifi cance
The promotion of high 
quality design, enhancement 
to open spaces, enhancement 
of community facilities, and 
improved neighbourhoods 
and local centres

The combined impacts of 
these proposals will result in a 
major local positive impact on 
landscape, townscape and open 
space

Improvements to the 
landscape, townscape and 
open space

Major local signifi cance

Encouraging better 
connections for walking 
and cycling, placing climate 
change at the heart of the 
decision making process 
and promoting sustainable 
transport connections

The combined impacts of 
these proposals will result in 
a major local positive impact 
on air pollution and a minor 
international positive impact on 
climate change

A reduction in air pollution 
emissions

Major local signifi cance

Encouraging better 
connections for walking and 
cycling, placing fl ood risk 
and climate change at the 
heart of the decision making 
process and promoting 
sustainable transport 
connections

The combined impacts of these 
proposals will result in a minor 
international positive impact 
on reducing contributions to 
climate change, vulnerability to 
climate change and adaptability 
to climate change

A reduction in negative 
contributions to climate 
change and an improved 
ability to manage climate 
change

Minor international 
signifi cance

Promoting more sustainable 
modes of transport, 
encouraging better 
connections for walking and 
cycling, enhancing urban 
centres and aiming to create 
sustainable communities

The combined impacts of 
these proposals will result in 
a major local positive impact 
on reducing the need to travel, 
reducing car dependency and 
encouraging sustainable modes 
of transport

Increased use of 
sustainable modes of 
transport and increased 
access to local facilities 
and services

Major local signifi cance
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Enhanced sustainable modes 
of transport, support to 
local facilities and services, 
enhanced open space, greater 
access to employment and 
joint working

The combined impacts of 
these proposals will have a 
major local positive impact 
on sustainable urban living in 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood

Increased use of 
sustainable modes of 
transport and increased 
access to local facilities 
and services, open space 
and employment

Major local signifi cance

Promotion of high quality 
design and improvements to 
neighbourhoods as places to 
live, work and relax

The combined impacts of these 
proposals will have a major 
local positive impact on design 
and local character

Well designed buildings 
that consider the local 
context

Major local signifi cance

Promotion of high quality 
design, enhancement of open 
spaces and improvements to 
neighbourhoods as places to 
live, work and relax

The combined impacts of these 
proposals will have a major 
local positive impact on the 
quality and cleanliness of where 
people live

Good quality development, 
open spaces and 
neighbourhoods

Major local signifi cance

Encouraging better 
connections for walking 
and cycling, delivery of 
multifunctional open spaces, 
promoting healthy lifestyles

The combined impacts of these 
proposals will have a major 
local positive impact on the 
health and well being of the 
population

Increased walking and 
cycling, use of open spaces 
and healthier lifestyles 
amongst all residents

Major local signifi cance

Improving the safety of 
open spaces and making 
Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood safer places

The combined impacts of 
these proposals will have a 
major local positive impact on 
reducing and preventing crime 
and fear of crime

Measures to improve 
safety

Major local signifi cance

Enhanced transport network, 
attraction of businesses and 
improved education and 
training

The combined impacts of 
these proposals will have a 
major local positive impact on 
providing everyone with the 
opportunity for rewarding and 
satisfying employment

Access to employment 
elsewhere and improved 
employment opportunities 
in Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood

Major local signifi cance
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Transforming the identity, 
experience and perception of 
the area, creating sustainable 
communities, encouraging 
civic pride, improving 
neighbourhoods and working 
with stakeholders

The combined impacts of 
these proposals will have a 
major local positive impact on 
reducing poverty and social 
exclusion, and encouraging 
a sense of place, community 
identity and belonging

Improved perception of 
Thamesmead and Abbey 
Wood and a sense of civic 
pride amongst residents

Major local signifi cance

Encouraging better 
connections, supporting 
existing community facilities, 
promoting new amenities and 
improving the network of 
local centres

The combined impacts of 
these proposals will have a 
major local positive impact on 
access to essential facilities and 
services

Better transport links 
to essential facilities and 
services and a greater 
number of facilities and 
services in Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood

Major local signifi cance
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B5: Considering ways of mitigating 
adverse eff ects and maximising 
benefi cial eff ects
The purpose of mitigation is to prevent, 
reduce or off set any adverse sustainability 
eff ects. No adverse sustainability eff ects 
have been identifi ed through the SA of 
the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD. 
The benefi cial eff ects of the Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood SPD could be 
maximised through the Environmental 
Impact Assessment of site specifi c 
proposals. To ensure that the benefi cial 
eff ects are maximised, Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood SPD should be an essential 
consideration in the formulation of site 
specifi c policy or allocations relating to 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood within 
Local Development Documents prepared 
by the London Borough of Bexley and/or 
the London Borough of Greenwich.  

Risks and uncertainty
As SA is an iterative process the 
signifi cant eff ects on the SA objectives 
have been considered in the production 
of the document and consequently no 
negative impacts are identifi ed within the 
SA Report. The climate change benefi ts 
are international and consequently the 
impact of local policies for Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood is limited. The benefi ts 
of the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
SPD are dependant on the eff ective 
implementation of the policy and the 
continued management of Thamesmead 
and Abbey Wood.
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The planning framework
The assessments which directly relate 
to the SA of the Thamesmead and 
Abbey Wood SPD include Health 
Impact Assessment, Equality Impact 
Assessment, Appropriate Assessment 
and Environmental Impact Assessment. 
These will be required for any future 
signifi cant developments in the area.

B6: Proposing measures to 
monitor the signifi cant eff ects of 
implementing the SPD 
The Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
specifi c ‘signifi cant eff ect indicators’ 
identifi ed in table 5 will be monitored 
in relation to the social, economic 
and environmental eff ects of the 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood SPD.  
‘Signifi cant eff ect indicators’ are those 
which measure a high and negative 
baseline impact, as identifi ed within 
table 9. Monitoring will take place 
during the implementation of the 
SPD and will be completed by both 
the London Borough of Bexley and 
the London Borough of Greenwich. 
Monitoring will be incorporated into 
the existing timescales and processes 
relating to the two London Boroughs’ 
Annual Monitoring Reports.

6. Implementation
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 Relevant document objectives and targets 

International plans and programmes 

Kyoto protocol to the UN framework 
convention on climate change (1992) 

To achieve stabilisation of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would 
prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system. 

Johannesburg declaration on sustainable 
development (2002) 

The declaration aims to speedily increase access to such basic requirements as clean water, 
sanitation, adequate shelter, energy, health care, food security and the protection of biodiversity. At 
the same time it was an agreement to help gain access to financial resources, benefit from the 
opening of markets, ensure capacity-building, use modern technology to bring about development 
and make sure that there is technology transfer, human resource development, education and 
training to banish underdevelopment forever. 

European spatial development 
perspective: Towards balanced and 
sustainable development of the territory 
of the European Union (1999) 

A balanced and sustainable development of the territory: 
economic and social cohesion; conservation and management of natural resources and the cultural 
heritage; and more balanced competitiveness of the European territory. 

Birds directive (79/409/EEC) 

The conservation of European habitats and species including: 
• The maintenance of the favourable conservation status of all wild bird species 
• The identification and classification of Special Protection Areas for rare or vulnerable 

species  
• The establishment of a general scheme of protection for all wild birds 
• Restrictions on the sale and keeping of wild birds  

Habitats directive (92/43/EEC) 

To promote the maintenance of biodiversity by requiring Member States to take measures to 
maintain or restore natural habitats and wild species at a favourable conservation status, introducing 
robust protection for those habitats and species of European importance. In applying these 
measures Member States are required to take account of economic, social and cultural requirements 
and regional and local characteristics. 

Ambient air quality and cleaner air for 
Europe 
2008/50/EC 

The Directive applies to sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and oxides of nitrogen, particulate matter, 
lead, benzene and carbon monoxide, as well as ozone, and its general aim is to define the basic 
principles of a common strategy to: 
• Define and establish objectives for ambient air quality in the community designed to avoid, 

prevent or reduce harmful effects on human health and the environment as a whole. 
• Assess the ambient air quality in Member States on the basis of common methods and 

criteria. 
• Obtain adequate information on ambient air quality and ensure that it is made available to 

the public, inter alia by means of alert thresholds. 

• Maintain ambient air quality where it is good and improve it in other cases. 

Fourth air quality daughter directive 
(2004/107/EC) 

Directive 2004/107/EC (the fourth Air Quality Daughter Directive) sets ambient air limit values for 
arsenic, cadmium, nickel and benzo(a)pyrene. 

Environmental noise directive 
(2002/49/EC) 

The aim of this Directive shall be to define a common approach intended to avoid, prevent or reduce 
on a prioritised basis the harmful effects, including annoyance, due to exposure to environmental 
noise.  This should be done by monitoring the environmental problem, informing and consulting the 

public, addressing local noise issues and developing a long-term EU strategy. 

Water framework directive (2000/60/EC) 
• The purpose of this Directive is to establish a framework for the protection of inland 

surface waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and groundwater. 

Urban wastewater treatment directive 
(91/271/EEC) 

• This Directive concerns the collection, treatment and discharge of urban waste water and 
the treatment and discharge of waste water from certain industrial sectors. 

Waste framework directive (75/442/EEC 
as amended) 

The essential objective of all provisions relating to waste management should be the protection of 
human health and the environment against harmful effects caused by the collection, transport, 
treatment, storage and tipping of waste. 

Landfill directive (99/31/EC) 

The objective of the Directive is to prevent or reduce as far as possible negative effects on the 

environment in particular the pollution of surface water, groundwater, soil and air, and on the global 
environment, including the greenhouse effect, as well as any resulting risk to human health, from 
landfilling of waste, during the whole life-cycle of the landfill, by introducing stringent technical 
requirements for waste and landfills. 

EU 6th Environmental Action Plan (2002) 

The 6th EAP identifies four priority areas: 
• Climate change  
• Nature and biodiversity  
• Environment and health  
• Natural resources and waste 

Renewed EU Sustainable Development 
Strategy (2006) 

The strategy sets overall objectives and concrete actions for seven key challenges for the coming 
period until 2010, many of which are predominantly environmental:  
• Climate change and clean energy  



 Relevant document objectives and targets 
• Sustainable transport  
• Sustainable consumption and production  
• Conservation and management of natural resources  
• Public Health  
• Social inclusion, demography and migration  
• Global poverty and sustainable development challenges  

EU Biodiversity Action Plan (2008) The plan proposes actions and targets in four main areas: biodiversity in the EU, global biodiversity, 
biodiversity and climate change, and improving the knowledge base. 

European Landscape Convention (2000) 

Each Party undertakes: 
• to recognise landscapes in law as an essential component of people’s surroundings, an 

expression of the diversity of their shared cultural and natural heritage, and a foundation 
of their identity; 

• to establish and implement landscape policies aimed at landscape protection, 
management and planning through the adoption of the specific measures set out in Article 
6; 

• to establish procedures for the participation of the general public, local and regional 
authorities, and other parties with an interest in the definition and implementation of the 
landscape policies mentioned in paragraph b above; 

• to integrate landscape into its regional and town planning policies and in its cultural, 
environmental, agricultural, social and economic policies, as well as in any other policies 
with possible direct or indirect impact on landscape. 

National plans and programmes 
PPS1: Delivering Sustainable 
Development (2005)  

PPS1 sets out the overarching planning policies on the delivery of sustainable development through 
the planning system. 

PPS: Planning and Climate Change – 
Supplement to PPS1 (2007) 

This supplements PPS1 by setting out how planning should contribute to reducing emissions and 
stabilising climate change and take into account the unavoidable consequences. 

PPS3: Housing (2006) 

It reflects a commitment to improving the affordability and supply of housing in all communities, 
including rural areas. 
The strategic housing policy objectives of PPS3 are: 
• To achieve a wide choice of high quality homes 
• To widen opportunities for home ownership and ensure high quality housing for those who 

cannot afford market housing 
• To improve affordability across the housing market 
• To create sustainable, inclusive, mixed communities in all areas 

PPG4: Industrial, commercial 
development and small firms (1992) 

To encourage continued economic development in a way which is compatible with stated 
environmental objectives. 

PPS9: Biodiversity and geological 
conservation (2005) 

PPS9 sets out planning policies on protection of biodiversity and geological conservation through the 
planning system. 

PPS10: Planning for sustainable waste 
management (2005) 

The overall objective of Government policy on waste is to protect human health and the 
environment by producing less waste and by using it as a resource wherever possible.  Through 
more sustainable waste management, moving the management of waste up the ‘waste hierarchy’ of 
reduction, reuse, recycling and composting, using waste as a source of energy, and only disposing 
as a last resort the Government aims to break the link between economic growth and the 
environmental impact of waste. 

PPS11: Regional spatial strategies (2004) 
This policy statement sets out the procedural policy on the nature of these RSSs and focuses on 
procedural policy on what should happen in preparing revisions to them and explains how this 
relates to the Act and associated regulations. 

PPS12: Local development frameworks 
(2008) 

This planning policy statement sets out the Government’s policy on the preparation of local 
development documents which will comprise the local development framework. 

PPG13: Transport (2001) 

PPG13s objectives are to integrate planning and transport at the national, regional, strategic and 
local level and to promote more sustainable transport choices through: 
• promoting more sustainable transport choices for both people and for moving freight 
• promoting accessibility to jobs, shopping, leisure facilities and services by public transport, 

walking and cycling 
• reducing the need to travel, especially by car 

PPG14: Development on unstable land 
(1990) 

The principal aims of considering land instability at the planning stage are:- 
• to minimise the risks and effects of land instability on property, infra-structure and the 

public 
• to help to ensure that various types of development should not be placed in unstable 

locations without appropriate precautions 
• to bring unstable land, wherever possible, back into productive use 
• to assist in safeguarding public and private investment by a proper appreciation of site 

conditions and necessary precautionary measures. 
PPG15: Planning and the Historic 
Environment (1994) 

This PPG provides a full statement of Government policies for the identification and protection of 
historic buildings, conservation areas, and other elements of the historic environment. It explains the 
role played by the planning system in their protection. 

PPG16: Archaeology and Planning (2001) PPG16 sets out the Secretary of State's policy on archaeological remains on land, and how they 
should be preserved or recorded both in an urban setting and in the countryside. 

PPG17: Planning for open space, sport 
and recreation (2002) 

Local authorities should undertake robust assessments of the existing and future needs of their 
communities for open space, sports and recreational facilities.  Local authorities should use the 

 
 



 
 

 Relevant document objectives and targets 

information gained from their assessments of needs and opportunities to set locally derived 
standards for the provision of open space, sports and recreational facilities in their areas. 

PPS22: Renewable Energy (2004) 
 
 
 
 

•  Renewable energy developments should be capable of being accommodated throughout 
England in locations where the technology is viable and environmental, economic, and 
social impacts can be addressed satisfactorily 

•  Small-scale projects can provide a limited but valuable contribution to overall outputs of 
renewable energy and to meeting energy needs both locally and nationally 

•  Development proposals should demonstrate any environmental, economic and social 
benefits as well as how any environmental and social impacts have been minimised 

PPS23: Planning and Pollution Control 
(2004) 

This Statement advises that any consideration of the quality of land, air or water and potential 
impacts arising from development, possibly leading to impacts on health, is capable of being a 
material planning consideration. The presence of contamination in land can present risks to human 
health and the environment, which adversely affect or restrict the beneficial use of land but 

development presents an opportunity to deal with these risks successfully. 

PPG24: Planning and noise (1994) 

PPG24 guides local authorities in England on the use of their planning powers to minimise the 
adverse impact of noise. It outlines the considerations to be taken into account in determining 
planning applications both for noise-sensitive developments and for those activities which generate 
noise.  

PPS25: Development and flood risk 
(2006) 

The aims of planning policy on development and flood risk are to ensure that flood risk is taken into 
account at all stages in the planning process to avoid inappropriate development in areas at risk of 
flooding, and to direct development away from areas at highest risk. 

PPS25: Development and Flood Risk 
Practice Guide (2008) 

This document provides guidance on how to implement PPS25.   

Securing the future – UK government 
sustainable development strategy (2005) 

The document aims to enable all people throughout the world to satisfy their basic needs and enjoy 
a better quality of life without compromising the quality of life of future generations. 

Sustainable communities: Building for the 

future (2003) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Plan sets out a long-term programme of action for delivering sustainable communities in both 

urban and rural areas. It aims to tackle housing supply issues in the South East, low demand in 
other parts of the country, and the quality of our public spaces.  This action programme marks a 
step change in policies for delivering sustainable communities for all. The main elements are: 
 
• Sustainable communities 
• Step change in housing supply 

• New growth areas 
• Decent homes 
• Countryside and local environment 

The UK biodiversity action plan (1994) 
The overall aim of the BAP is to conserve and enhance biological diversity within the UK and to 
contribute to the conservation of global biodiversity through all appropriate mechanisms. 

Working within the grain of nature: A 
biodiversity strategy for England (2002) 

The Strategy seeks to ensure biodiversity considerations become embedded in all main sectors of 
public policy and sets out a programme for the next five years to make the changes necessary to 
conserve, enhance and work with the grain of nature and ecosystems rather than against them 

The future of transport: A network for 
2030, white paper (2004) 

The Future of Transport White Paper looks at the factors that will shape travel and transport over 
the next thirty years and sets out how the Government will respond to the increasing demand for 
travel, maximising the benefits of transport while minimising the negative impact on people and the 
environment.  

The air quality strategy for England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
(2007) 

• This Air Quality Strategy sets out air quality objectives and policy options to further 
improve air quality in the UK from today into the long term 

Climate change – The UK programme 
(2006) 

This new Climate Change Programme takes us closer to the domestic target, and ensuring that the 
UK can make real progress by 2020 towards the long-term goal to reduce carbon dioxide emissions 
by some 60 per cent by about 2050 that was committed to in the 2003 Energy White Paper. 

Meeting the energy challenge: A white 
paper on energy (2007) 
 
 
 
 

The key elements of the strategy are: 
• Establish an international framework to tackle climate change 
• Provide legally binding carbon targets for the whole UK economy, progressively reducing     

emissions 
• Make further progress in achieving fully competitive and transparent international markets 
• Encourage more energy saving through better information, incentives and regulation 
• Provide more support for low carbon technologies 
• Ensure the right conditions for investment 

Communities and Local Government Code 

for Sustainable Homes (2008) 
 
 
 
 
 

The Code is a set of sustainable design principles covering performance in nine key areas listed 
below: 
• Energy and CO2 Emissions 
• Water 

• Materials 
• Surface Water Run-off 
• Waste 
• Pollution 



 
 

 Relevant document objectives and targets 

• Health and Wellbeing 
• Management 
• Ecology 

Making Space for Water - First 
Government response to the autumn 
2004 Making space for water consultation 
exercise (2005) 

The main aim of this document is “To manage the risks from flooding and coastal erosion by 
employing an integrated portfolio of approaches which reflect both national and local priorities, so 
as: 
• to reduce the threat to people and their property; and 

• to deliver the greatest environmental, social and economic benefit, consistent with the 
Government’s sustainable development principles. 

• To secure efficient and reliable funding mechanisms that deliver the levels of investment 
required to achieve the vision of this strategy. 

Strategic Environmental Assessment and 
climate change: Guidance for 
practitioners (2007) 

This guidance suggests how climate change issues can be considered in SEA in England and Wales. 
It presents information on the causes and impacts of climate change and how they can be described 
and evaluated in SEA. It also describes how adaptation and mitigation measures can be developed 
through SEA. 

The Environmental Permitting (England 
and Wales) Regulations (2007) 

These Regulations require permits for a range of activities and waste operations.  The aim of the 
Environmental Permitting Regime is to:  
• protect the environment  
• deliver permitting and compliance effectively and efficiently in a way that provides 

increased clarity and minimises the administrative burden on both the regulator and the 
operators of facilities  

• encourage regulators to promote best practice in the operation of regulated facilities, and  
                continue to fully implement European legislation 

Draft Strategy for Sustainable 
Construction: A consultation paper (2007) 

The documents vision for a sustainable construction industry is: 
A. Sustainable Consumption and production 

An industry which will design better products and services reducing the environmental 
impacts from the use of energy, resources and hazardous substances. 
An industry which will reduce, and ultimately eliminate waste in construction through 
improved design, procurement, and greater re-use and recycling of resources. 
An industry where there will be re-use of existing built assets and the construction of 
new, long lasting, energy conscious and future-proof (adaptable and flexible) buildings 
and structures which are easy to maintain, operate and deconstruct. 

B. Climate change and energy 
An industry which minimises carbon emissions during construction. 
An industry which builds buildings which have a lower carbon footprint in use, leading to 
the construction of zero carbon buildings. 
An industry which builds innovative solutions to climate change challenges for the future. 

C. Natural resources and enhancing the environment 
An industry which facilitates conservation of water resources in new construction and 
refurbishment projects. 
It is an industry which recognizes that Green Infrastructure2 plays a valuable role in 
delivering a range of social, environmental and economic benefits to society. 
An industry which is proactive in creating, managing and enhancing wildlife habitats and 
natural landscapes. 
Creating sustainable communities 
An industry which employs and nurtures a committed, skilled and adaptable workforce 
working in an environment of zero accidents and incidents with appropriate 
arrangements for education and training, employment, health and safety. 

Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards 
(1996) 

 
Natural England's Urban Greenspace standards provide a set of benchmarks for ensuring access to 
places of wildlife interest. These standards recommend that people living in towns and cities should 
have: 
• an accessible natural greenspace less than 300 metres (5 minutes walk) from home 
• statutory Local Nature Reserves at a minimum level of one hectare per thousand 

population 
• at least one accessible 20 hectare site within two kilometres of home; one accessible 100  

hectare site within five kilometres of home; and one accessible 500 hectare site within 
ten kilometres of home 

 

 
 
 



 Relevant document objectives and targets 

National cycling strategy (1996) 

The central target is to quadruple the number of cycle trips on 1996 figures by 2012. As well as 
setting a central target for cycle trips, the National Cycling Strategy encourages local authorities and 
others to establish local targets for increased cycle use.  
The Objectives of the Strategy are to: 
• Increase cycle use 
• Establish a consensus 
• Take action 
• Unlock resources 
• An ongoing process 
• Monitor progress 

Every child matters: Change for children 
(2004) 

The document set out five outcomes which services should work towards, based on consultation 
with children and young people: being healthy, staying safe, enjoying and achieving, making a 
positive contribution and economic well-being. 
These goals can be met through: 
• tackling child poverty 
• ensuring children in disadvantaged areas have the best possible start in life through Sure 

Start Children’s Centres offering integrated daycare and early learning, health, family and 
parenting support 

• working to raise primary and secondary school standards and increase participation in 
post-16 learning 

• improving access to primary health care and specialist health services 
• reducing offending and anti-social behaviour 
• building strong and vibrant communities and ensuring that children are safe 

Tackling health inequalities: A 
programme for action (2003) 

This Programme establishes the foundations required to achieve the challenging national target for 
2010 to reduce the gap in infant mortality across social groups, and raise life expectancy in the most 
disadvantaged areas faster than elsewhere. 

Waste Strategy for England (2007) 

The Government’s key objectives are to: 
• decouple waste growth (in all sectors) from economic growth and put more emphasis on 

waste prevention and re-use 
• meet and exceed the Landfill Directive diversion targets for biodegradable municipal waste 

in 2010, 2013 and 2020 
• increase diversion from landfill of non-municipal waste and secure better integration of 

treatment for municipal and non-municipal waste 
• secure the investment in infrastructure needed to divert waste from landfill and for the 

management of hazardous waste 
• get the most environmental benefit from that investment, through increased recycling of 

resources and recovery of energy from residual waste using a mix of technologies 
National targets have been set for: 
• recycling and composting of household waste – at least 40% by 2010, 45% by 2015 and 

50% by 2020 
• recovery of municipal waste – 53% by 2010, 67% by 2015 and 75% by 2020 

Regional plans and programmes 

A Sustainable Development Framework 
for London (2003) 

The overall objective of the Framework is to achieve environmental, social and economic 
development simultaneously; the improvement of one will not be to the detriment of another. Where 
trade offs between competing objectives are unavoidable, these will be transparent and minimised. 
The Framework considers four main areas of action: 
• Taking responsibility (responsibility, capability, creativity and ownership) 
• Developing respect (fulfilment, diversity, safety and vibrancy) 
• Managing resources (environment and resources) 
• Getting results (progress, innovation, esteem and access) 

The London Plan: Spatial development 
strategy for Greater London - 
Consolidated with Alterations since 2004 
(2008) 

The fundamental objectives of the London Plan are: 
• To accommodate London’s growth within its boundaries without encroaching on open 

spaces 
• To make London a healthier and better city for people to live in 
• To make London a more prosperous city with strong and diverse long term economic 

growth 
• To promote social inclusion and tackle deprivation and discrimination 
• To improve London’s accessibility 
• To make London an exemplary world city in mitigating and adapting to climate change and 

a more attractive, well-designed and green city 
  

Draft Further Alterations to the London 
Plan Spatial Development Strategy for 
Greater London (2006) 

Amendments to the objectives of the London Plan include: 
• To make London a healthier and better city for people to live in 
• To make London an exemplary world city in mitigating and adapting to climate 

change and a more attractive, well-designed and green city 

The London Plan: Spatial Development 
Strategy for Greater London Housing 
Provision Targets, Waste and Minerals 
Alterations (2006)  

Changes include: 
• The minimum target for housing provision is 30,500 additional homes per year 
• ensure that facilities with sufficient capacity to manage 75 per cent (15.8 million tonnes 

(mt)) of waste arising within London are provided by 2010, rising to 80 per cent (19.2 million 
tonnes) by 2015 and 85 per cent (20.6 million tonnes) by 2020 

 
 



 Relevant document objectives and targets 
• minimise the level of waste generated, in accordance with Chapter 4B of the Mayor’s 

Municipal Waste Management Strategy4, and by following the principles in the Sustainable 
Design and Construction Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) 

• increase re-use and recycling and composting of waste and reduce landfill disposal 
• exceed recycling or composting levels in household waste of: 

– 30 per cent by 2010 
– 33 per cent by 2015. 

• To ensure an adequate supply of aggregates the Mayor will work with strategic partners to 
achieve targets of: 

- 95 per cent recycling and re-use of construction, excavation and demolition 
waste by 2020 

- 80 per cent recycling of that waste as aggregates in London by 2020. 

Sustainable Communities in London 
(2003) 

The document identifies that the main strategic challenges facing London are to accommodate 
growth and to alleviate poverty and deprivation. To meet the challenges we need to: 
• provide more and better designed and affordable homes, including homes for our key 

workers 
• improve public transport and other vital infrastructure required to support the 

development of new and growing communities 
• raise education standards and skill levels across the capital 
• tackle crime, anti-social behaviour and the fear of crime 

Connecting Londoners with trees and 
woodlands: A trees and woodlands 
framework for London (2005) 

The framework identifies four key aims: 
• To ensure trees and woodlands contribute to a high quality natural environment. 
• To help shape the built environment and new development in a way that strengthens the 

positive character and diversity of London. 
• Through people’s contact with trees and woodlands to help foster community and 

individual people’s well-being and social inclusion. 
• To support the capital’s economy. 

London Primary Care Trust Health 
Improvement Strategy (2007) The strategy seeks to improve the general health of the population in London. 

London Mayor’s Transport Strategy 
(2001) 

Overall the strategy aims to increase the capacity of London's rail and Underground system by up to 
50 per cent by 2016. 

South East London Transport Strategy 
(1998) 

The broadest objective of SELTRANS is to find ways in which an integrated transport system can 
help enhance London’s economic prosperity, environment, promote social inclusion and the quality 
of life of Londoners  

The Mayor’s Energy Strategy (2004) 

The Energy Strategy sets out the Mayor’s proposals for change in the way energy is supplied and 
used within London during the next ten years and beyond, working to the long-term vision of a 
sustainable energy system in London in 2050. The Strategy aims to improve London’s environment, 
reduce the capital’s contribution to climate change, tackle fuel poverty and promote economic 
development. 

The Mayor’s Biodiversity Strategy: 
Connecting with London’s Nature (2002) 

The Mayor’s Biodiversity Strategy sets out how London’s biodiversity can be protected and looked 
after. It also aims to make sure everyone can enjoy and learn about the natural world. 

The Mayor’s Air Quality Strategy: 
Cleaning London’s Air (2002) 

The Mayor’s aim is to improve London’s air quality to the point where pollution no longer poses a 
significant risk to human health. The strategy seeks to reduce pollution from road traffic in two 
ways. 
• Reducing the amount of traffic 
• Reducing emissions from individual vehicles 

The Mayor’s Economic Development 
Strategy: Sustaining Success (2005) 

The priorities on which this Strategy is based are: 
• Reducing poverty and inequality and making sure all Londoners can participate and share 

in their city’s success are clear priorities 
• Improving the environment and the way resources are used and facing issues like climate 

change are also vital 
• Economic success, environmental sustainability, promoting equality for all Londoners and 

improving health and quality of life are looked at together 

The Mayor’s Cultural Strategy (2004) 

The Mayor’s Culture Strategy has four key objectives: 
• Excellence: to enhance London as a world-class city of culture 
• Creativity: to promote creativity as central to the success of London 
• Access: to ensure that all Londoners have access to culture in the city 
• Value: to ensure that all London gets the best value out of its cultural resources 

The Mayor’s Municipal Waste 
Management Strategy: Rethinking 
rubbish in London (2003) 

The Mayor’s Vision for Waste in London is that by 2020, municipal waste should no longer 
compromise London’s future as a sustainable city. This Strategy will be led by waste reduction, reuse 
and recycling.  

The Mayor’s Children and Young People 
Strategy (2004) 

Work will be focused around three strategic objectives: 
• listening to and providing a voice for London’s children/young people 
• developing a better understanding of the diversity of young Londoners’ lives 
• delivering improvements for London’s children and young people in a number of priority 

areas. 

The Mayor’s draft water strategy ‘Water 
Matters’ (2007) 

The water policy priorities for London, like elsewhere, are: 
• Ensuring the long-term sustainability of assets, thereby giving the proper attention and 

maintenance to existing assets 
• Building on the excellent state of drinking water and the much-improved water 

 
 



 Relevant document objectives and targets 
environment with further improvements that make a difference 

• Paying attention to costs and how it affects those water customers who pay for it, 
specifically those least able to pay. 

The Mayor’s climate change action plan 
‘Action today to protect tomorrow’ (2007) 

Stabilising global carbon emissions at 450ppm on a contraction and convergence basis means that 
London has to limit the total amount of carbon dioxide produced between now and 2025 to about 
600 million tonnes. Meeting this CO2 budget will require ongoing reductions of 4 per cent per 
annum. This implies a target of stabilising London and the UK’s emissions at 60 per cent below 1990 
levels by 2025. 

RPG9: For the South East (2001) 

This guidance has a vision of encouraging economic success throughout the Region, ensuring a 
higher quality of environment with management of natural resources, opportunity and equity for the 
Region’s population, and a more sustainable pattern of development. The focus is on enabling urban 
renaissance, promoting regeneration and renewal, concentrating development in urban areas, 
promoting a prosperous and multi-purpose countryside and promoting wider choice in travel options, 
thereby reducing the reliance on the private car. 
 

RPG9a for the Thames Gateway (1995) 

The Planning Framework set out in RPG9a seeks to establish a set of principles which will guide the 
consideration of future proposals for the development and environmental enhancement of the area; 
set out agreed strategic objectives for economic and housing development, transport and the 
environment; and outline a land use vision for the sub region, together with more detailed guidance 
on how that might be reflected at the local level.  The aim for the planning framework is to foster 
the full realisation of the area’s opportunities, and provide the context that will enable individual 
developments to be taken forward with confidence; be flexible enough to allow the area to respond 
to a range of levels of public investment and market interest over the long term; protect 
environmental assets and identify improvements to the environment. 

South East London Housing Strategy 
2006-2010 (2006) 

The SELHS provides a framework and action plan to meet the following strategic objectives across 
the sub-region: 
• Provide sufficient new good quality homes in all tenures that are affordable 
• Tackle overcrowding 
• Provide choice in housing to meet the needs of the sub-region 
• Prevent homelessness and reduce the use of temporary accommodation 
• Improve housing in the private sector 
• Tackle empty properties 
• Support independence for vulnerable households 
 

The East London Green Grid Framework: 
The London Plan (Consolidated with 
Alterations since 2004) Supplementary 
Planning Guide (2008) 

The Green Grid Framework: 
• Provides guidance on the implementation of policies in the London Plan to boroughs, 

partners and developers 
• Sets out a vision and spatial framework 
• Promotes cross boundary partnership working across 6 area groups within the sub-region 
• Provides advice on delivery 
• Identifies the range of functions and benefits 
• Identifies the deficiencies in the provision of open space and in access to nature 
• Identifies strategic open space opportunities 

Sustainable Design and Construction: The 
London Plan Supplementary Planning 
Guidance (2006) 

The SPG provides guidance on the way that seven measures identified in the London Plan can be 
implemented to meet the London Plan objectives.  These measures are: 

• Re-use land and buildings 
• Conserve energy, materials, water and other resources 
• Ensure designs make the most of natural systems both within, in and around the building 
• Reduce the impacts of noise, pollution, flooding and micro-climatic effects 
• Ensure developments are comfortable and secure for users 
• Conserve and enhance the natural environment, particularly in relation to biodiversity 
• Promote sustainable waste behaviour in new and existing developments, including support 

for local integrated recycling schemes, CHP schemes and other treatment options 
South East London Green Chain 
Management Plan 2003 – 2008 

The Green Chain Management Plan identifies priorities for the management of the network of 
footpaths through green spaces. 

Thames Gateway: The Delivery Plan 
(2007) 

The aim identified in this document is to retain, and where necessary restore, the natural landscapes 
in the Thames Gateway; insist on high quality built environments and public spaces in towns and 
cities; and protect and celebrate the history and heritage of the rivers, shorelines and each unique 
place in the region.  The success of the delivery plan will be measured against the following seven 
outcomes: 
• improvement in the performance of the Thames Gateway economy 
• enhanced education and lifelong learning 
• modern, responsive and efficient transport system 
• increase in the number and quality of dwellings 
• increase in the quality of life for communities 
• Thames Gateway Parklands programme 
• ambitious environmental interventions 

Draft Regional Flood Risk Appraisal 
(2007) 

The RFRA is a strategic overview of flood risk across London.  It contains a series of 
recommendations which are either region wide or applicable to boroughs in undertaking their SFRA 
to accompany emerging Local Development Documents. 

 
 



 
 

 Relevant document objectives and targets 
Thames Gateway London Partnership - 
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment of East 
London (2005) 

One of the primary goals of the SFRA is to directly inform the strategic planning of East London 
through analysing the consequence of existing and proposed development in high flood risk areas. 
The SFRA will also allow partners involved in the investment and delivery planning of Thames 
Gateway London to gain a better understanding of the potential consequences of flooding and cost 
implications of flood risk management. 

Thames Estuary 2100 (2002) An Environment Agency project to develop a tidal flood risk management plan for the Thames 
estuary through to the end of the century.  The final plan will recommend what flood risk 
management measures will be required in the estuary, where they will be needed, and when over 
the coming century, based upon the climate changes and sea level rises we face.  The plan will take 
into account the increasing flood risk due to: 
• climate change rising sea levels 
• natural ageing of flood defence infrastructure 
• changes in land levels 
• new development in the tidal flood plain. 

Draft Thames Region Catchment Flood 
Management Plan (2007) 

The Thames Region CFMP is a high-level strategic planning tool. It will be used to identify and agree 
policies for sustainable flood risk management when working with other organisations and decision-
makers.  It takes into account the likely impacts of climate change and future development across 
the region.  The plan does not propose specific or detailed measures but identifies where further 
work is needed. This CFMP covers the fluvial part of the River Thames basin and its tributaries. 

The London Plan Sub Regional 
Development Framework East London 
(2006) 

A series of issues and related actions are addressed by the Framework. They are best summarised 
under five headings. 
• Quantifying all the elements of growth needed to develop sustainable communities 
• Allocating the growth spatially on the basis of new infrastructure investment 
• Ensuring the resultant development brings benefit to communities 
• Ensuring the development improves the environment 
• Managing the development tools and processes 

Draft Thames Strategy East (2005) 

The Vision for Thames Strategy East is to achieve: 
•  A world class river where the diverse social, economic, cultural and environmental legacy 

is recognised, conserved and enhanced through: 
•  balancing the competing demands placed on the river - the region’s greatest physical 

asset 
•  creating vibrant, sustainable communities alongside the Thames that include and benefit 

new and existing residents 
•  creating a high quality, multi-functional, well-connected network of river-related spaces 

and places that are accessible to all, and are managed and maintained to the highest 
standards for people and wildlife 

•  promoting the use of the river as an artery for public, commercial, industrial, leisure and 
recreational transport and use. 

London Thames Gateway Development 
and Investment Framework (2004) 

This document is a framework for delivering sustainable communities in London Thames Gateway.  
It seeks to take an overview of a shared vision for sustainable regeneration, and to set the context 
for detailed discussions on investment priorities, land use planning and other interventions.  

Growth and Regeneration in the Thames 
Gateway Interregional Planning 
Statement (2004) 

This Statement provides an inter-regional planning approach to the Thames Gateway. While it is a 
non-statutory document, it provides the regional partners with an agreed strategy and assessment 
of potential development capacity. It gives a common basis for the current statutory process of 
regional strategy making that is the responsibility of the three Regional Planning Bodies. 

Review of the impact of aviation within 
the Greater London Area (2003) 

 The study indicates that the aviation sector has wide ranging economic, environmental and social 
impacts for both London and Londoners. 

Thames Gateway health services 
assessment (2003) 

This Health Services Assessment is a first stage in developing a response to the challenge of major 
development in the Thames Gateway and a vision for health services.   

Creating sustainable communities, 
greening the gateway (2004) 

This document sets out the Government’s vision for the landscape of Thames Gateway and the 
positive contribution which the network of green open spaces should make to the quality of life for 
all those who live and work there. 

The Thames Gateway interim plan (2006) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This document is a statement of common purpose that reflects ambitions for the Gateway and how 
they will be achieved. It explains how the Gateway is seen and will build on the opportunities it 
offers: 
•  Economic opportunity in key locations – Canary Wharf, Ebbsfleet valley, the Olympic 

site/Stratford City and the Gateway ports cluster – as well as town centres 
•  Housing opportunity to accommodate the region’s growing workforce and improve 

conditions for current residents 
•  Environmental opportunity through the creation of the Thames Gateway Parklands and 

new approaches to addressing climate change and flood risk; and 
•  Community opportunity through investment in education and training, better quality 

public services and support for inclusive communities 
 
 
 
 

Local plans and programmes 
London Borough of Greenwich 
2006 Greenwich Unitary Development The role of the UDP is to set out clearly the land use implications of the vision for Greenwich set out 



 Relevant document objectives and targets 
Plan (2006) in the Greenwich Strategy. 

The purpose of the UDP is: 
• To provide a framework of acceptable uses within the Borough, defining the areas where 

development is not desired or where it needs to be carefully directed; and 
• To provide a detailed basis for the control of development 

2006 Greenwich Unitary Development 
Plan 2nd Deposit Draft Sustainability 
Appraisal (2004) 

This document assesses the objectives of the 2006 Greenwich Unitary Development Plan against 
sustainability objectives and provides a mechanism for future monitoring. 

Greenwich Housing Strategy (2002) 

The strategy aims to provide: 
• Decent good quality homes: well designed and maintained, safe, secure, healthy, warm 

and dry, and part of a good quality urban environment. 
• Affordable homes: a range of housing options that is within people’s ability to pay. 
• Appropriate homes: a balance of the right type, size and tenure across the borough, for all 

types of households. 
• Well managed homes: within a clean, diverse and well-maintained environment, whether 

public or private. 
• Homes for all: an inclusive community from which no one is excluded because of 

discrimination. 
• Improved service delivery to assist us to achieve our vision. 

Making Culture Matter: Cultural Strategy 
for Greenwich (2003) 

‘Making Culture Matter’ outlines how the Council and its partners plan to sustain and develop the 
borough’s arts, leisure, tourist and entertainment industries over the next 10 years.  The key themes 
for the Cultural Strategy are: 
• Equity and access 
• Sustainability 
• The cultural economy 
• Achievement and excellence 
• Partnerships 

Greenwich Economic Development 
Strategy 2002 – 2007 (2002) 

The vision for Greenwich set out in this document is: 
• An exciting place to live, work and do business 
• A first class business location 
• A place where all residents have the education, skills and ability to jobs in Greenwich, or 

elsewhere in London 
School Planning Statement 2006-2011 
(2006) 

This School Planning Statement sets the educational, policy and demographic context in which the 
organisation of schools is planned in Greenwich, and draws conclusions about the need to add or 
remove school places within the area, or to alter the pattern of schools.  Its purpose is to ensure 
that appropriate, well resourced and accessible institutions are in place to deliver the curriculum 
effectively and to support the needs of every child and young person in the borough so that they are 
enabled to: 
• be healthy 
• stay safe 
• enjoy and achieve 
• make a positive contribution and 
• achieve economic well-being 
  

Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy: A New 
Way of Doing Business (2002) 

The Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy aims to show how the vision, “within 10-20 years no one in 
Greenwich should be seriously disadvantaged by where they live”, will be achieved.  Four cross-
cutting themes have been identified to target action and resources.  These are: 
• Supporting children and families 
• Neighbourhoods: places to work and succeed – creating ladders of opportunity 
• Neighbourhoods: places to live and grow: transforming the local environment 
• Connecting people and services: a new way of thinking and doing business 

Greenwich Draft Green Space Strategy 
(2005) 

The strategy considers green networks, play spaces, local parks, natural and semi-natural 
greenspace, outdoor sports spaces, allotments and community gardens, and other green spaces. 

Greenwich Air Quality Action Plan (2002) • The Greenwich Air Quality Action Plan aims to protect the health of all those who live, 
work and visit the Borough.  

Greenwich Strategy 2006 – 2015 (2006) This Strategy sets out the long-term vision for improving social, economic and environmental 
wellbeing for all those who live, work and learn in, and visit the Borough. The vision is “ by 2015 
Greenwich will have a vibrant mix of communities supported by quality housing, accessible transport 
links, vibrant open spaces, strong cultural attractions and a prosperous local economy”. The 
approach to this vision is built upon three key principles: inclusion and cohesion, sustainability and 
prosperity The Strategy sets out clear targets and visions for where Greenwich should be in 2015 in 
terms of the following themes: 
• The Place to Live 
• The Place to Work 
• The Place to Learn 
• The Place to Visit - A Place of Culture 
• Greener Greenwich 
• Olympic Host Borough 
 

Greenwich Children and Young Peoples The Vision for this plan is “Children must be placed at the heart of everything we do.”  This 

 
 



 Relevant document objectives and targets 
Plan 2006 – 2008 (2006) statement reflects the commitment and high priority given to improving outcomes and life chances 

for children, young people and their families in Greenwich. 

Greenwich drugs, crime and disorder 
strategy 2005-2008 (2005) 

The Partnership has set 7 outcomes to be achieved over the next 3 years: 
• Reduce crime against the level recorded for 2003/04 by 20% over 3 years  
• Reduce the harm caused by drugs and alcohol misuse.  
• Enhance feelings of safety for all Greenwich residents, with particular focus on people 

living within the borough’s most deprived neighbourhoods.  
• Reduce the impact of anti-social behaviour and harassment on individuals, communities 

and neighbourhoods.  
• Reduce hoax calls to the Fire Service and none accidental fires  
• Improve the safety of individuals experiencing domestic violence.  
• Have cleaner, safer and greener public spaces that encourage greater public use. 

Greenwich Healthier Communities 
Strategy 2006-2008 (2007) 

• This strategy sets out the Council’s intentions for addressing their priority “Promoting 
healthier communities and narrowing health inequalities” for the financial years 2006/07 and 
2007/08. 

Fit for sport: Sports strategy 2005-2009 
(2005) 

The policy objectives of the strategy are: 
• To mainstream and raise the profile of the sports agenda 
• To maintain a range of sports activities that provides for all levels of ability and interest 
• To use sport as an instrument for achieving wider economic and social ends 
• To recreate a single voice for sport 
• To work in partnership 
• To support the development of informal and non-competitive sports 
• To maximise the use of the latest ICT 

Greenwich Tourism Strategy 2004 – 2010 
(2004) 

The aims of this Tourism Strategy are to: 
• Maintain and grow the position as a day and evening visitor destination for London and 

surrounds, and diversify and develop the product to accommodate overnight stay business 
• Maximise on the unprecedented development opportunities ensuring local employment 

and contracts for local businesses 
• Enhance the quality of the visitor experience 
• Ensure that transportation planning and management continues to support and grow the 

tourism sector 
• Maintain and preserve the inherent attractiveness of Greenwich as an internationally 

renowned visitor destination 
Greenwich Biodiversity: Towards an 
action plan (2002) A Biodiversity Action Plan for Greenwich, identifying priority habitats and species. 

Greenwich Business Enterprise 
Framework 2004 – 2008 (2004) 

• Building on the vision of the Economic Development Strategy, and making it business 
specific, the Enterprise Framework aims to:  “Build a prosperous and vibrant business community 
in Greenwich that contributes to a strong, competitive and sustainable local economy and creates 
employment and business opportunities for all”. 

Greenwich Draft Regeneration Strategy 
2006 – 2020 (2006) 

• Greenwich’s Regeneration ambition is that “By 2020 Greenwich will be vibrant mix of 
communities supported by quality housing, accessible transport links, integrated open space and 
economic activity together placing Greenwich at the heart of the Thames Gateway and East 
London sub region.”  

Greenwich equality policy (2003) 

The aims of this policy are to: 
• eliminate unlawful direct and indirect discrimination 
• promote equality of opportunity 
• celebrate and value diversity 
• promote community cohesion 

Greenwich corporate equality plan 2007 – 
2008 (2007) 

The Corporate Equality Plan is a detailed statement of the action to be taken by the Council during 
the financial year to meet the objectives in the Greenwich Equality Policy, as set out above.  The 
Plan also contains a section on cross-cutting activity, entitled ‘Improving the Capacity of the Council’. 

 •  
Greenwich Sustainability Appraisal 
Scoping Report for the Draft Core 
Strategy (2008) 

Sustainability issues identified address the following topics: 
• Climate change and environment 
• Biodiversity, open space and recreation 
• Cultural heritage and character 
• Health and well being 
• Population and growth 
• Economic prosperity 
• Education 
  

Greenwich Conservation Area Appraisals 
and Management Plans (various) 

The appraisals help to encourage good design and repair methods that are sympathetic to the 
original architectural style and features of the building.  They will also help the Council determine 
planning applications for external alterations with the aim of maintaining and restoring the original 
character of the area. 

London Borough of Bexley 
Bexley Together – Bexley’s Community 
Strategy 2008-2018 (2008) 

The strategy aims to build a strong, sustainable and cohesive community through: 
• Building safer and stronger communities 
• Developing healthier communities for adults 

 
 



 Relevant document objectives and targets 
• Developing services for children and younger people 
• Promoting economic development and the environment 
To achieve this they aim to: 
• Reduce anti-social behaviour on our streets, including drug and alcohol related disorder, 

youth disorder and graffiti; 
• Reduce crime, including violent crime, ensuring local people feel safer and have less fear of 

crime; 
• Empower local people by encouraging and supporting volunteer work and involving 

residents in decisions that affect their local area; and 
• Encourage and support all local people, including those of different backgrounds, to work 

and live together. 
  

Bexley Draft Open Space Strategy (2008) The vision for the future delivery of open space across the London Borough of Bexley is to “Lead 
and implement the Open Space Strategy, through partnership working, creating an attractive, safe, 
secure and sustainable environment that protects and enhances the quality of life for all residents 
and visitors to the London Borough of Bexley.”  The draft document identifies a number of long and 
short term objectives to achieve this vision.  The long term objectives are: 
• Facilitate stronger, sustainable communities  
• Create a safe and secure environment  
• To ensure that population change, new employment sites and regeneration initiatives act as 

a catalyst for improvement  
• Provide a linked network of open spaces that meet the needs of all residents 
The short term objectives are: 
• To enhance the quality of open spaces in the Borough 
• To ensure the quantity of open space is sufficient to meet local needs 
• To maximise access to existing open spaces 
• To maximise the use of open space, sport and recreation facilities 
 

Bexley Conservation Area Appraisals and 
Management Plans (various) 

The appraisals help to encourage good design and repair methods that are sympathetic to the 
original architectural style and features of the building.  They will also help the Council determine 
planning applications for external alterations with the aim of maintaining and restoring the original 
character of the area. 

Bexley Council Unitary Development Plan 
(2004) 

Four themes have been identified as describing Bexley’s future role in London were: 
• Bexley as part of Thames Gateway, where economic growth and regeneration should be 

encouraged 
• Bexley as a place providing good quality residential neighbourhoods and community 

facilities for those living and working in London and northwest Kent 
• Bexley as a borough providing opportunities to live, work and play 
• Bexley as a place where importance is attached to environmental protection and 

improvement and to the safeguarding of environmental standards 

Design for living: Bexley’s residential 
design guide Supplementary Planning 
Document (2006) 

New development needs to be sensitive to its locality, not slavishly copying existing styles, but 
drawing on the local built environment to produce innovative and inspiring contemporary design.  
This guide does not set prescriptive standards for development. It simply identifies principles of 
good design that are seeking to put into practice. 

Affordable Housing Supplementary 
Planning Document (2006) 

When implementing the Unitary Development Plan (UDP) 2004 policies, the Council’s preferred 
approach, in general, will be to: 
• secure at least 35% of housing as affordable on private development schemes of 15 units 

or more, unless material considerations indicate otherwise 
• ensure the type of affordable housing provided will meet an identified local need 
• ensure the end cost of the housing remains genuinely affordable in the longer term 
• ensure mixed and balanced communities will result 
• ensure economic viability of the scheme 

Bexley’s Biodiversity Action Plan (2002) 

Habitat Action Plans include: 
Allotments, Grazing Marsh, Hedgerows, Lowland Heathland, Parks and Open Spaces, Private 
Gardens, Reedbeds, School Grounds, Wetlands and Woodland  
Species Action Plans include: 
Bats, Black poplar, Kingfisher, Newts, Skylark, Song thrush, Stag beetle, Water vole, White-letter 
hairstreak and Wild daffodil  

Bexley Local Agenda 21 Strategy (1998) The aim of Bexley's Local Agenda 21 is: "To make our attitudes and behaviour sustainable for the 
future and measure changes in the environment and the quality of life."  

Bexley Parks Strategy (2002) 

London Borough of Bexley's overall aims for parks and open spaces are to: 
• plan develop and promote diverse and balanced leisure use  
• achieve best use and maximum benefit for park and open space users with resources 

available  
• take account of the sustainable needs of the environment and wider community 

Bexley Trees and Woodlands Strategy 
(2002) 

The objectives of the Trees and Woodland Strategy are to: 
• Provide for and encourage the sustainable management of the existing trees and 

woodlands in the Borough, both privately and publicly owned.  
• Manage the existing trees and woodlands through best technical practice for the multiple 

objectives of nature conservation, landscape, and environmental benefits - e.g. noise reduction, 

 
 



 Relevant document objectives and targets 
economics, recreation and education.  

• Promote a greater interest, awareness and enjoyment of trees and woodlands by the 
public.  

• Promote the economic and amenity value of trees and woodlands in the Borough.  
• Provide or encourage the steady expansion of tree cover in the Borough.  
• Protect trees and woodlands which provide amenity, landscape, nature conservation or 

historic value. 

Bexley Managing the Marshes Strategy 
(2006) 

There are 3 core values, shared to a greater or lesser extent by stakeholders that have been 
articulated in different ways.  These are; 
• The marshes should be a place for biodiversity to flourish, where species, habitats and 

management priorities are part of the heritage 
• The marshes should be a place that contributes to the area’s prosperity in terms of the 

economy as well as people’s health and well-being 
• The marshes should be a place for existing communities and future generations to use 

Consultation draft – Third round updating 
and screening assessment of local air 
quality in the London Borough of Bexley 
(2006) 

Bexley declared an Air Quality Management Area in Manor Road in Erith. The detailed assessment 
recommended the declaration of the whole borough as an Air Quality Management Area. 

Air quality management variation order 
(2007) 

This order extends the Air Quality Management Area that previously covered only Manor Road in 
Erith, to cover the whole of the Borough in relation to nitrogen dioxide and fine particles. 

Bexley Local (Transport) Implementation 
Plan 2005/6 – 2010/11 (2007) 

The plans purpose is to put forward the policy context and proposals of the borough for the 
implementation of the Mayor of London’s Transport Strategy (MTS) in its area. The document seeks 
to achieve a good transport network that builds on the Borough’s strengths, supports the local 
economy and strengthens local communities. 

Road Safety Plan 2007/2008 (2007) 

The Road Safety Plan 2006/07 set out the following two aims: 
• To complete enough safety engineering schemes in 2006/07 designed to save at least 15 

casualties each year on Borough roads 
• To provide a continuing programme of road safety education, training and publicity 

designed to improve road users’ attitudes and behaviour. 
Targets for Bexley include: 
• Reducing the number of people killed or seriously injured on Borough roads from 134 to 

81 
• Reducing the number of children killed or seriously injured on Borough roads from 23 to 

12 
• Reducing the slight casualty rate per 100 million vehicle kilometres from 88 to 79 

Draft Economic and Employment 
Development Plan 2007-10 (2007) 

The Strategy identifies five main themes: 
• revitalising the business base through encouraging innovation and enterprise 
• enabling economic growth through creating pathways to higher skills for the local 

workforce and jobseekers 
• strengthening the employment base through retaining and building on existing growth 

clusters and emerging sectors 
• sustainability through linking local people with local jobs 
• attracting investment through improving the employment area offer. 

Bexley Regeneration Framework 2005-
2016 (2005) 

The Framework states that by 2016 Bexley will be: 
• A sustainable borough, with growth, both to meet local needs and those of the Thames 

Gateway, achieved without encroaching on green field sites or the Green Belt.  
• A location of choice for employers, providing jobs for local people with a wider range of 

skills and abilities, and increasing their wealth 
• The location of choice for all its residents, providing affordable, good quality housing in 

integrated communities that are regarded as safe, healthy and attractive, well served by public 
services and community facilities 

• Better connected to the rest of the Thames Gateway and the wider region, with better 
transport infrastructure and services enabling residents and businesses alike to tap into new 
opportunities in other parts of the Thames Gateway, and benefit from sports, leisure and cultural 
facilities. 

Bexley Community Safety Strategy 2005 
– 2008 (2005) 

This document provides a constructive framework within which to achieve three ultimate goals by 
2008. These constitute the vision for the future of community safety in the Borough: 
• To become the safest Borough in London; 
• To reduce crime in Bexley by 20%; 
• To make people living or working in Bexley feel safer. 

London Borough of Bexley Crime and 
Disorder Audit 2004 (2004) 

This audit is largely based upon officially recorded data for the years 2001 – 2004 provided by 
statutory agencies including the Metropolitan Police (both centrally and Bexley Police Division), the 
London Borough of Bexley, London Probation Area, London Fire Brigade.  Although the audit 
presents key findings on the analysis of different types of crime, it does not set any objectives or 
targets for crime reduction. 

Bexley Housing Strategy 2002 – 2006 
(2002) 

The aim of this document is to meet housing need and protect people in Bexley by: 
• Promoting choice 
• Improving housing quality 
• Fostering neighbourhood renewal 
• Promoting safer neighbourhoods 

 
 



 
 

 Relevant document objectives and targets 

Strategy 2003 – 2008 (2003) The strategy has five main aims: 
• Tackling homelessness  
• Increasing the supply of good quality housing  
• Supporting homeless people 
• Partnership working 

• Consulting and engaging customers 

Our Culture: A Cultural Strategy for the 
London Borough of Bexley 2003-2008 
(2003) 

The Vision for this Strategy is as follows.  “We will develop cultural opportunities and activities to 

improve health, promote social inclusion and community cohesion, develop skills throughout life, 
contribute to the safety, economy and wealth of the Borough, and develop an individual and 
community sense of worth and identity’’. 

Bexley Council Supporting People Five 
Year Strategy 2005 – 2010 (2005) 

Bexley’s vision for Supporting People services is to: 
• Deliver quality and affordable housing support services 
• Maximise opportunities for the inclusion of vulnerable people 
• Maintain peoples independence 

• Positively contribute to local peoples well being 
• Actively contribute to community safety in Bexley 
• Manage the SP programme effectively to ensure all of the above aims are achieved 

Developing Communities through sport: A 
sports strategy for the London Borough 
of Bexley 2003 – 2008 (2003) 
Developing Communities through sport: A 

sports strategy for the London Borough 
of Bexley – Strategic Action Plan April 
2003 – April 2008 (2004)  

The Vision of this Strategy is "Bexley Council will seek to maximise the range and quality of sports 
activities available to provide safe, enjoyable and accessible sporting opportunities for all residents 
and visitors to Bexley. The Council aims to develop, in partnership with other sports providers, a 
sustainable and cost effective range of activities and events that combine to provide for the needs of 
the local community." 
 
The Strategic Action Plan April 2003 – April 2008 identifies the key actions necessary to achieve the 
key objectives under each policy statement, as well as the target year in which the action should be 
undertaken. 

Lets get moving: Increasing physical 
activity in Bexley (2004) 

Specific objectives of the Physical Activity Strategy include: 
• To increase the awareness of the whole of the population of the benefits of regular 

physical activity. 
• To reduce barriers to participation in physical activity, targeting if necessary. 

• To provide accessible and equitably distributed resources and facilities for physical activity. 
• To produce up to date information on safe and appropriate levels of physical activity for all 

sectors of the community. 
• To raise awareness of the importance of infrastructure changes such as traffic calming and 

transport policy. 

Bexley playing pitch strategy: From 
jumpers to goalposts – Playing pitches in 
Bexley (2005) 

Three key objectives and examples of issues to be considered throughout the use of the strategy are 
as follows: 
• To sustain and improve existing playing pitch provision 
• To monitor usage levels to enable identification of changes in demand 
• To release underused facilities or develop new sites as required 
 

Change for children – Bexley’s agreed 
children and young people’s plan 2006 – 
2009 (2005) 
Evaluation and review of the first year: 
Action Plan 2007 – 2008 (2008) 

The purpose of the plan is to identify children and young people where outcomes need to be better 
and how and when this improvement will be achieved. 
The overarching priorities are addressed under five suggested outcomes: 
• Be healthy 

• Stay safe 
• Enjoy and achieve 
• Positive contribution 
• Economic well-being 

Bexley Health Inequalities Strategy – 
Consultation draft (2004) 

The overall aim of the strategy is to reduce inequalities in health in Bexley using targeted evidence 
based interventions to improve health 

Caring together Bexley Carers Strategy 
2003 – 2006 (2003) 

The main objectives of this strategy include the need to identify hidden carers, recognise and 
respond to carers needs, and improve information and access to support services.  

Bexley waste Minimisation and Recycling 
Plan 2000 (2000) 

Bexley Council has identified 12 objectives to increase recycling in the Borough and these are 
considered in detail within the Recycling Plan. 

Bexley Thames side environmental action 
plan and guidelines for the Belvedere 

Employment Area (2002) 

Environmental improvements to the Thames side area are essential in the implementation of 
regeneration. 

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 
for Sustainable Design and Construction, 
Bexleyheath Civic Offices Planning Brief 
and Lamorbey Swimming Centre Planning 
Brief (2007) 

The Scoping Report comprises Stage A of the SA process, incorporating SEA. Sustainability issues, 
objectives, indicators and targets are identified which are considered within this Scoping Report for 
Thamesmead. 

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 
for the Core Strategy and Erith Area 
Action Plan (2006) 

The Scoping Report comprises Stage A of the SA process, incorporating SEA. Sustainability issues, 
objectives, indicators and targets are identified which are considered within this Scoping Report for 
Thamesmead. 

Sustainable design and construction 
guide Supplementary Planning Document 
(adopted 2007) 

The key principles set out in this guidance consider the essential elements of sustainable design and 
construction. 
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p
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b
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n
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 f
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p
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 p
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p
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R
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 p
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 p
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 b
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 p
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p
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a
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ra
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.
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 m
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 b
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 t
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Appendix 5: Ward level baseline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 



 
Borough » » » » » Greenwich Bexley Baseline data 
Ward » » » » »  » 

Greenwich borough 
level subject area 
that contributed to 

the combined 
subject area 

Bexley borough 
level subject area 
that contributed to 

the combined 
subject area 

Combined 
borough level 
subject area 

Ward level subject area 
Thamesmead Moorings Abbeywood Plumstead Glyndon Thamesmead East 

London   England Source

Social          
Population         11755 13372 14112 13879 10701 7,172,091 49,138,831 ONS

2001 Population (males)          5977 6352 6761 6616 5196 3468793 23922144 ONS
2001 Population (females)         5778 7020 7351 7263 5505 3703298 25216687 ONS

Population density people/ha 30        50.41 60.01 89.66 26.89 45.62 3.77 ONS

Population and 
growth - Population and 

growth 

Population age structure 
 

0-15yrs 
 

16-74yrs 
 

75 yrs & over 
 

Mean age (years) 

 
 

24.25% 
 

73.01% 
 

2.72% 
 

31.33 

 
 

24.67% 
 

68.48% 
 

6.85% 
 

35.65 

 
 

25.55% 
 

69.97% 
 

4.48% 
 

33.37 

 
 

25.57% 
 

70.19% 
 

4.24% 
 

32.38 

 
 

24.81% 
 

71.5% 
 

3.7% 
 

33.26 

 
 

20.2% 
 

73.9% 
 

5.91% 
 

35.95 

 
 

20.15% 
 

72.32% 
 

7.54% 
 

38.6 

ONS 

Method of travel to work 
 

Car/taxi 
 

Motorbike/passenger in a car 
 

Public transport/sustainable option 
 

Works from home 

 
 

22% 
 

3% 
 
 

32% 
 
 

4% 

 
 

22% 
 

3% 
 
 

29% 
 
 

3% 

 
 

23% 
 

3% 
 
 

29% 
 
 

4.5% 

 
 

19% 
 

2.6% 
 
 

32% 
 
 

4% 

 
 

26% 
 

4% 
 
 

30% 
 
 

4% 

 
 

21% 
 

2.5% 
 
 

33% 
 
 

5.4% 

 
 

35% 
 

4.5% 
 
 

17.5% 
 
 

6% 

ONS 

Transport and 
accessibility 

Access to services 
and facilities 

Transport and 
accessibility to 
services and 

facilities Car ownership 
 

All cars and vans in the area 
 

Cars/vans per household %: 
none 
one 
two 

three 
four or more 

 
 

3857 
 
 

38.53 
47.09 
12.67 
1.43 
0.28 

 
 

4192 
 
 

42.88 
43.39 
11.62 
1.70 
0.40 

 
 

4542 
 
 

39.66 
44.92 
13.19 
1.86 
0.36 

 
 

3807 
 
 

47.77 
40.77 
9.89 
1.26 
0.31 

 
 

3875 
 
 

34.11 
47.65 
15.24 
2.4 
0.59 

 
 

2,616,328 
 
 

37.49 
43.05 
15.79 
2.87 
0.8 

 
 

22,607,629 
 
 

26.84 
43.69 
23.56 
4.52 
1.39 

ONS 

Barriers to housing and services Score 47.66 
Rank 605 

Score 33.07 
Rank 5234 

Score 31.9 
Rank 5919 

Score 30.33 
Rank 6936 

Score 25.37 
Rank 10944 

  ONS Housing and 
community 
cohesion 

Housing quality and 
affordability 

 
Health and well-

being 
Poverty and social 

exclusion 
 

Quality of 
surroundings 

Housing and 
community 
health and 
cohesion Household structure 

 
All households 

 
Married/with children 

 
Married/no children 

 
Cohabiting couple with children 

 
Cohabiting couple/no children 

 
Lone parent with children 

 
One person 

 
Multi person/student 

 
Multi person/all other 

 
Pensioner households 

 
 

4950 
 

770 
 

791 
 

203 
 
 

312 
 

692 
 

1839 
 

21 
 

175 
 
- 

 
 

5695 
 

1062 
 

404 
 

215 
 
 

205 
 

1023 
 

1925 
 
- 
 

439 
 

422 

 
 

5792 
 

1200 
 

454 
 

242 
 
 

201 
 

905 
 

1958 
 
- 
 

582 
 

250 

 
 

5794 
 

1016 
 

382 
 

185 
 
 

210 
 

1094 
 

2105 
 
- 
 

316 
 

138 

 
 

4409 
 

740 
 

202 
 

186 
 
 

202 
 

494 
 

1624 
 
- 
 

175 
 
- 

 
 

3,015,997 

 
 

20,451,427 

ONS 



Household tenure 
 

All households: 
 

Owned: 
 

Owned outright: 
 

Owned with mortgage: 
 

Shared ownership: 
 

Social rented: 
 

Social rented/Local Authority: 
 
Social rented/other social rented: 

 
Private rented: 

 
Private rented/Private landlord 

/letting agency: 
 

Private rented/ Employer/ 
household member: 

 
Private rented/Relative/friend of 

household member: 
 

Private rented other: 
 

Living rent free: 

 
 

4949 
 

2312 
 

342 
 

1876 
 

94 
 

2131 
 

283 
 

1848 
 
 

459 
 

425 
 
 
3 
 
 

31 
 
 
0 

 
47 

 
 

5695 
 

2898 
 

1040 
 

1830 
 

28 
 

2337 
 

2149 
 

188 
 
 

358 
 

324 
 
 
5 
 
 

19 
 
 

10 
 

102 

 
 

5792 
 

3394 
 

1055 
 

2301 
 

38 
 

1620 
 

1071 
 

549 
 
 

683 
 

623 
 
 
7 
 
 
3 
 
 

15 
 

95 

 
 

5794 
 

2304 
 

689 
 

1590 
 

25 
 

2785 
 

2121 
 

664 
 
 

607 
 

572 
 
 
3 
 
 

26 
 
 
6 

 
98 

 
 

4409 
 

2312 
 

342 
 

1876 
 

94 
 

2131 
 

283 
 

1848 
 
 

459 
 

425 
 
 
3 
 
 

31 
 
 
0 

 
47 

  

ONS 

Average house price Not available £162,374.001       £174,516.002 Not available £122,731.00 £292,450 £192,274

Crime 
 

Burglary (Per 1000 Population) 
 

Criminal Damage (Per 1000 
Population) 

 
Drugs Offences (Per 1000 

Population) 
 

Fraud or Forgery (Per 1000 
Population) 

 
Other Notifiable Offences (Per 1000 

Population) 
 

Robbery  (Per 1000 Population) 
 

Sexual Offences (Per 1000 
Population) 

 
Theft and Handling (Per 1000 

Population) 
 

Violence Against the Person  (Per 
1000 Population) 

 
 

16.25 
 
 

31.82 
 
 

3.83 
 
 

23.14 
 
 

1.53 
 
 

7.23 
 
 

1.62 
 
 

40.83 
 
 

42.02 

 
 

13.61 
 
 

28.49 
 
 

3.29 
 
 

5.83 
 
 

0.97 
 
 

3.81 
 
 

1.27 
 
 

35.07 
 
 

35.97 

 
 

7.65 
 
 

25.23 
 
 

4.61 
 
 

5.74 
 
 

1.42 
 
 

4.82 
 
 

2.55 
 
 

26.08 
 
 

42.16 

 
 

11.53 
 
 

24.86 
 
 

6.77 
 
 

8.5 
 
 

0.94 
 
 

5.48 
 
 

1.87 
 
 

25.87 
 
 

36.46 

 
 

7.85 
 
 

20.47 
 
 

1.59 
 
 

4.49 
 
 

1.87 
 
 

4.58 
 
 

0.84 
 
 

23.08 
 
 

19.44 

 
 

13.38 
 
 

15.57 
 
 

6.84 
 
 

5.17 
 
 

1.25 
 
 

5.91 
 
 

1.19 
 
 

48.22 
 
 

24.54 

 

http://www.
met.police.uk
/crimestatistic

s/ 
 

2007 

Life expectancy Males 74.8 
Females 80.3 

Males 74.8 
Females 80.3 

Males 78.3 
Females 81.09 

Males 74.8 
Females 80.3 

Males 78.3 
Females 81.09 

Males 76 
Females 80.8   ONS

   

General Health 
 

Good 
 

Fairly good 
 

Not good 

 
 

8318 
 

2460 
 

977 

 
 

8822 
 

3156 
 

1394 

 
 

9721 
 

3081 
 

1310 

 
 

9445 
 

3070 
 

1364 

 
 

7500 
 

2347 
 

854 

 
 

5,078,978 
 

1,499,198 
 

593,915 

 
 

33,787,361 
 

10,915,594 
 

4,435,876 

ONS 

Education Education and skills Education and 
skills Education and Skills Score 31.25 

Rank 7792 
Score 33.07 
Rank 5234 

Score 21.9 
Rank 12226 

Score 21.02 
Rank 12740 

Score 31.6 
Rank 7671 

  
ONS 

                                                
1 http://www.estateangels.co.uk/estate_agents/abbey_wood 
2 http://www.estateangels.co.uk/estate_agents/plumstead,se18_1 
 



People aged 16-74 with: No 
qualifications 28.52        36.99 32.07 32.28 30.75 23.73 28.85 ONS

People aged 16-74 with: Highest 
qualification attained level 1 16.19        18.47 18.16 16.62 19.16 13 16.63 ONS

People aged 16-74 with: Highest 
qualification attained level 2 18.90        17.37 19.16 18.59 19.92 17.06 19.36 ONS

People aged 16-74 with: Highest 
qualification attained level 3 7.17        5.85 7.9 7.62 6.56 9.78 8.34 ONS

   

        People aged 16-74 with: Highest 
qualification attained level 4 / 5 23.03 14.41 16.39 18.62 16.18 30.99 19.90 ONS

Environmental          

Environment 
Open space and 

recreation 

Air quality 
Biodiversity 

Land, soil and water 
Transport 

Waste management 

Environment, 
open space and 

recreation 

Climate change Climate change 
Flood risk 

Climate change 
and flood risk 

Cultural heritage 
and character 

Landscape, 
townscape and 
cultural heritage 

Cultural heritage 
and character 

 
Living environment 

 
 

% of land cover as greenspace 

Score 9.31 
Rank 23486 

 
 

~41% 

Score 22.72 
Rank 12284 

 
 

~40% 

Score 24.56 
Rank 11341 

 
 

~35% 

Not available 
 

 
 

~21% 

Score 14.73 
Rank 17950 

 
 

~55% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~38% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~90% 

ONS 
 
 
 

ONS 

Economic          
Unemployment claimants 3.7% 2.8%       3% 4% 3% 3.3% 2.5% ONS

Deprivation Score 26.13 
Rank 10001 

Score 22.63 
Rank 11974 

Score 19.85 
Rank 13977 

Score 25 
Rank 10597 

Score 30.13 
Rank 8082 

  ONS 

Income Score 0.15 
Rank 11191 

Score 0.15 
Rank 11374 

Score 0.11 
Rank 14798 

Score 0.19 
Rank 8360 

Score 0.24 
Rank 5928 

  ONS 

People aged 16-74: Economically 
active: Employees Full-time 43.71       39.62 40.25 39.57 47.4 42.64 40.81

Economic prosperity 
Economic growth 

Employment 
Investment 

Economic 

People aged 16-74: Economically 
active: Employees Part-time 8.27       9.5 9.8 8.95 9.39 8.62 11.81

ONS 

 
 



 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 6: SA Scoping Report 
consultation response letters 



LONDON

Policy & Partnerships Directorate

Alistair Macdonald
Associate
Urban Practitioners
70 Cowcross Street
London
ECl M 6EJ

City Hall

The Queen's Walk

More London

London SEl 2M
Switchboard 0207983 4000
Minicom: 0207983 4458
Web: www.london.gov.uk

Our ref: PDU/ LDF03/
LDD08/FCOl

Your ref:
Date: 2 June 2008

Dear Mr Macdonald,

Thamesmead Supplementary Planning Document - Sustainabilty Scoping
Report

Thank you for consulting the Mayor of London on the above document. The Deputy Mayor,
Government Relations, has delegated authority to me to make comments on behalf of the Mayor on
draft supplementary planning documents. However, as a matter of practice strategic comments are
not normally made on the Sustainability Scoping Report stage of document development and
therefore I do not intend to submit any formal comments to you. For your information comments
when made will be submitted to the appropriate local authority and not to consultants who have
produced documents on behalf of the Boroughs.

You may be aware that all local development documents including supplementary planning
documents have to be in general conformity with the London Plan under section 24 (1 )(b) of the
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The Deputy Mayor will be pleased to provide
comments at the Issues and Options and Preferred Options stages and to issue a formal opinion on
general conformity at the Submission stage.

Please let me know if you would like the copy of the Sustainability Scoping Report to be returned to
you.

f/

r iYoUrSSclY' 1 '

~/(~fV )ß(~ád
Giles Dolphin
Head of Planning Decisions

Direct telephone: 02079834685 Fax: 0207983 4706 Email: flo.churchill(flondon,gov.uk



CC: Glyn Bryant (Bexley Council)

Steve Tyler (Greenwich Council)
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Alistair Macdonald 
Urban Practitioners  
70 Cowcross Street 
London 
EC1M 6EJ 
 
 

 
 
 
Our ref: SL/2006/100021/SD-06/SP1/SA-L01 
Your ref:  
 
Date:  30 June 2008 
 
 

 
Dear Mr Macdonald 
 
Thamesmead SPD – Sustainability Appraisal Scoping report 
 
Thank you for consulting the Environment Agency on the SA Scoping report, received on 
21st May 2008.  
 
The Environment Agency sees the key strategic environmental issues for the 
Thamesmead area as: 

• Flood risk management and sustainable drainage 
• Protection and enhancement of biodiversity  
• Land contamination  
• Water quality 

 
We have provided detailed comments on the report below which we trust will assist with 
the preparation of the SA and the SPD.  
 
We would firstly raise some general comments: 
 

• We consider that the scope of the SA should be more locally specific to the 
Thamesmead area. The scope is currently very broad. 

• A single set of criteria and indicators should be proposed. It is unclear how the 
SPD will be appraised with differing sets of criteria and indicators for each 
borough. 

 

Policies Plans and Programmes (table 3.1) 

We recommend that the following additional plans and programmes are included: 

National plans and programmes 

• Defra’s strategy ‘Making Space for Water’  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environ/fcd/policy/strategy.htm  

• Strategic Environmental Assessment and climate change: Guidance for 
practitioners. 
http://www.environment-
agency.gov.uk/commondata/acrobat/seaccjune07_1797458.pdf  

• The Pollution Prevention and Control Regulations 
http://www.netregs.gov.uk/netregs/legislation/287972/606338/606374/  

• DBERRs draft Sustainable Construction Strategy (2007) 
http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file40641.pdf 

• PPS25 Practice Guide (June 2008) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/pps25practi
ceguide.pdf  

Regional plans and programmes 

 
 



• London Plan (February 2008, consolidated with Alterations) is the most current 
iteration of the plan 

• The East London Green Grid Framework Supplementary Planning Guide (to the 
London Plan) 

• Sustainable Design and Construction Supplementary Planning Guidance (to the 
London Plan) 

• The Thames Gateway delivery plan has been published (CLG 2007)  
• Regional Flood Risk Appraisal 
• East London Strategic Flood risk assessment (SRFA) 
• We also recommend reference to The Environment  Agency's Thames Estuary 

2100 project, which is developing a 100 year flood risk management plan for 
London and the Thames estuary. 

• Environment Agency’s Thames Catchment Flood Management Plan (CFMP) 

Local Plans and programmes 

• Both boroughs are producing a borough wide Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
which should be included. 

4. Baseline 

The process of designation of wildlife sites (following GLA methodology) will be 
consistent across the 2 boroughs. We therefore recommend that reference should be 
made to designated non-statutory wildlife sites in Thamesmead wards. 

The Mayor of London's Biodiversity Strategy includes a target to reduce Areas of 
Deficiency in accessible wildlife sites. These areas were mapped in 2006 by the GLA, and 
this data would be applicable to baseline data for Thamesmead wards, and developing 
sustainability objective targets. 

5. Sustainability Issues 

In addition to the summarised sustainability issues in Table 5.1 we recommend that 
Waste Management and Quality of the Water Environment is included. 

6. Sustainability Objectives 

We support the sustainability objectives listed in table 6.1 that have been derived to 
appraise the Thamesmead SPD. 

However, it is unclear in table 6.2 which criteria and indicators will be used, ie 3 sets of 
criteria and indicators are currently included (LB Bexley, LB Greenwich and Thamesmead 
wards). It is therefore difficult for us to provide comments and / or support for this 
section of the scoping report.  

We recommend a single set of criteria and indicators that sit within the 23 sustainability 
objectives, and we would like the opportunity to comment on these before the next stage 
of the sustainability appraisal process. We suggest that these could be refined specifically 
for the SPD area. 

We recommend the following criteria /indicators are included for appraising 
the Thamesmead SPD: 

Objective 1 relating to biodiversity: 

Objectives and indicators should not only look at designated sites but also sites identified 
as BAP habitat which are not designated. This applies to sections of grazing marsh in 
Thamesmead. 

- Will it protect restore and enhance priority habitats? 

- Will it improve ecological links between existing wildlife sites? 

- Will it  provide opportunities for habitat creation? 

 
 



Indicators: no net loss of priority habitat in Thamesmead area; development proposals  
incorporating habitat creation. 

Objective 2 relating to landscape and townscape including open spaces 

- Will it reduce Areas of Deficiency in access to natural greenspace? 

 

Indicators – accessible green space has biodiversity objectives and related management 
prescriptions; obstacles to access are addressed. 

Objective 3 relating to quality of land soil and water: 

- Will it meet the requirements of the Water Framework Directive / no deterioration in 
status of local waterbodies? Linked indicator we suggest is status of the water bodies in 
Thamesmead area. 

- Will surface water be managed using sustainable drainage techniques to improve water 
quality?  

- Will it encourage sustainable remediation of contaminated brownfield sites?  

Linked indicators we suggest are new development is built on previously developed land; 
and site wide investigations and remediation strategies are in place at early stage of 
project 

Objective 4 relating to flood risk: 

It is difficult to comment on this section in terms of differing criteria/indicators and we 
would particularly recommend reconsultation on the flood risk issues if the report is 
amended to propose one single set of criteria/indicators.  

The reference to the 1 in 100 year flood event should be changed to state the 1 in 100 
year fluvial flood event or the 1 in 200 year tidal flood event. Areas at risk of tidal 
flooding should be protected to the 1 in 200 year design flood level. 

The Thamesmead wards indicator 'Environment Agency flood risk map' is inadequate. 
Flood zone maps show the undefended flood outline so are not the best indicator. The 
results of the SFRA breach analysis would be better placed to highlight areas at the 
highest flood risk. 

The Bexley criteria should also consider other forms of flood risk, for example from 
surface water flooding. 

Another appropriate local criteria would be:  

- Does it include flood resistance and resilience techniques? 

We suggest alternative indicators: 

Development is informed by flood risk assessment approved by the Environment Agency; 
inclusion of sustainable drainage systems. 

 Objective 5 relating to waste management: 

- Will it result in improved waste management (including residential, business and 
construction waste)? 

Construction waste indicator: Waste arising /unit area of constructed development , and 
percentage recovered / reused / recycled (this data will be available from Site Waste 
Management Plans – a statutory requirement from April 2008) 

 Objective 8 relating to climate change and ability for localities to adapt 

 
 



The criteria for climate change needs to encourage water conservation and measures to 
address predicted hotter and stormier summers, as well as energy efficiency and 
reduction in carbon emissions.  

Suggested criteria could include: 

- Will it encourage sustainable design of new buildings and landscapes, including 
preparing for the impacts of climate change?’   

Linked indicator  would be – the level achieved of the Code for Sustainable Homes (CSH) 
or Building Research Establishments Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM) for 
commercial developments (Building to a high level of the code or BREEAM will achieve 
higher standards of sustainable design and construction, contributing to a reduction in 
carbon emissions, energy usage and water consumption). 

 Objective 10 relating to sustainable living 

- Will it result in improved network of accessible green space and connected footpaths 
and cycleways?  

 

 

 

 

 
 

- Will the network link to wider green grid of Bexley and Greenwich boroughs? 

 
Summary 

We hope that our comments will be helpful to inform the SA and the SPD. We think there 
are significant opportunities for environmental enhancement in this area. We look forward 
to being consulted on the draft SPD in due course, and in the meantime we would be 
pleased to discuss any of our comments in further detail. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Ms Charlotte Amor 
Planning Liaison Officer 

Direct dial 020 7091 4005 
Direct fax 020 7091 4090 
Direct e-mail charlotte.amor@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Urban Practitioners 
70 Cowcross Street 
London EC1M 6EJ 
 
Alistair.macdonald@urbanpractitioners.co.uk 

Our ref: Your 
ref: 
 
Telephone: 
Fax: 

 
 
 
020-7973-3736 
 

I.  
19th June 2008 
 
Dear Alistair, 
 
Thamesmead Supplementary Planning Document - Sustainability Appraisal Scoping 
Report 
 
As the Government’s statutory adviser on the historic environment English Heritage is keen to 
ensure that the protection of the historic environment is fully taken into account at all stages and 
levels of the local planning process. English Heritage therefore welcomes the opportunity to 
comment on the Thamesmead SPD Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for London Boroughs 
of Greenwich and Bexley.  
 
Overall English Heritage supports the approach taken in this consultation; however we would like 
to highlight areas where greater consideration of the historic environment is needed to inform the 
Thamesmead SPD. Our recommendations are set out below and we hope our advice will help to 
ensure your SPD is technically sound in accordance with government planning policy, such as 
PPG15 and 16, and the assessment is based on robust evidence. The policies set out in the SPD 
should aim to protect and enhance the historic environment, helping achieve genuinely sustainable 
development, as set out in Planning Policy Statement 1 paragraph 5. 
 
The Thamesmead SPD (section 1.20) 
English Heritage recommends that greater emphasis is put on the historic environment and the 
need to sustain this important resource for Thamesmead in the emerging SPD. This should be 
reflected in Para 1.2.2. Parts of Greenwich and Bexley are currently undergoing rapid change, 
especially in areas such as Thamesmead which have been identified as places of rapid growth and 
regeneration. The historic environment has an important role to play in maintaining community 
connections, providing a continuing sense of place and identity in areas undergoing new 
development.  The historic environment should be incorporated into the spatial vision set out in 
the emerging SPD as well as specific objectives and policies to sustain and enhance Thamesmead’s 
local heritage. This includes historic buildings, areas and their setting; archaeology; historic parks 
and gardens; heritage landscapes and the wider historic environment, such as those elements that 
may not be statutorily protected, yet help define the areas local distinctiveness. 
 
 
Polices, Plans and Programmes (section 3) 
English Heritage notes that PPG16: Archaeology and Planning is included in Table 3.1 and Appendix 
1. However, PPG15: Planning and the Historic Environment should also be identified as a key 
document to be taken into account in the preparation of the SPD in the Policies, Plans and 

 

  
 



Programmes section. In addition, English Heritage recommends the European Landscape 
Convention, which was ratified by the United Kingdom government in 2006, also be included. It is 
the first international convention for the management and protection of landscapes and the text is 
available at: http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/176.htm. Local plans relating to 
the historic environment could also be included, for example Conservation Area Appraisals and 
Management plans that fall within the area.   
 
The Social, Environmental and Economic Baseline (section 4) 
 
Overall Comment 
The baseline data for the historic environment presented in this report requires further work. 
Borough wide data is not sufficiently detailed to identify local issues relevant to the Thamesmead 
area. The Bexley and Greenwich Borough data sets must be integrated fully and assessed jointly if 
a meaningful sustainability appraisal for the Thamesmead SPD is to be carried out.   
 
The appropriate information sources that should be consulted, in respect of the historic 
environment, are as follows: 

• Greater London Sites and Monuments Record (archaeology, including Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeology Priority Areas) http://www.english-
heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.8900; 

• The Schedule of Buildings of Architectural and Historic Interest (listed buildings); 
• The borough’s conservation area records and adopted guidance (including conservation 

area designation reports, statements, appraisals and design guidance);  
• The borough’s list of Locally Listed Buildings (or equivalent); 
• The Register of Historic Parks and Gardens 
• The London Buildings at Risk Register www.english-heritage.org.uk/BAR;  
• The HELM website www.helm.org.uk; and 
• The Heritage Counts website www.heritagecounts.org.uk 

 
Appendix 3: Environment Baseline  
The table presents Borough wide information on the historic environment for Bexley and 
Greenwich as a whole, but is not sufficiently detailed for Thamesmead.  Also the data is presented 
separately for each Borough and should be fully integrated. 
 
For Bexley, the single indicator ‘number of listed buildings’ does not capture the full range of 
heritage assets that should be considered and form the evidence base for Thamesmead SPD. 
Although approved applications are a useful comparator/ target, data on the number of ‘Buildings 
at Risk’ can also be useful. Indicators and targets should also be developed for other components 
of the historic environment. For example, views and vistas, historic parks and gardens; 
archaeology; heritage landscapes and the wider historic environment, such as those elements that 
may not be statutorily protected, yet help define the Boroughs local distinctiveness.  
 
The Greenwich data sets are more comprehensive for the historic environment, however historic 
parks and gardens and heritage landscapes should also be included.  
 
Appendix 5: Ward level baseline 
The environmental section in appendix 5 and paragraph 4.4.4 in the main document is lacking 
sufficient data and this includes no information on the historic environment. For example there is 
an ‘archaeology priority area’ along the length of the riverside and other pockets of heritage assets 
are found in Thamesmead, including associations with the Royal Arsenal in Woolwich.  English 
Heritage would encourage LB of Bexley and Greenwich to provide a more detailed historic 
environment evidence base for Thamesmead to inform how future change can be managed. This 
would overcome this constraint identified in paragraph 4.5.2 and could be included in 4.5.3 as a 
data gap to fill. The Boroughs in-house conservation staff would be able to advise you on sources 
of data, as well as the Greater London Sites and Monuments Record (http://www.english-
heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.8900).  
 
Key Sustainability Issues (section 5) 
English Heritage would encourage LB of Bexley and Greenwich to include management of the 
historic environment as a sustainability issue that needs to be taken into consideration when 
preparing the Thamesmead SPD. The historic environment is a component of the existing urban 



environment and enhancement of this resource should be identified as a means to improve quality 
and local distinctiveness of the area.  
 
The Sustainability Appraisal Framework (section 6) 
English Heritage notes and welcomes that a specific sustainability objective on the historic 
environment has been included (Objective 11). The word ‘maintain’ could be more usefully 
replaced with ‘sustain’ in table 6.1 as this is more in keeping with the terminology set out in 
English Heritages Conservation Principles (see http://www.english-
heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.9181) .   
 
The criteria set out in Table 6.2 could consider including a question as to whether it will enhance 
access to the historic environment and also contribute to better understanding of the historic 
environment. Again, it would be more useful if the criteria was integrated, rather than separated 
by Borough to make the sustainability appraisal clearer. The criteria for ‘Thamesmead wards’ only 
refers to the ‘heritage of the built environment’. As already discussed above this is too narrowly 
defined and should reflect the greater breadth of heritage assets. Although we welcome inclusion 
of ‘Monuments at Risk’ as indicators, there are also ‘Buildings at Risk’ which could be included. We 
welcome inclusion of the number of Conservation Areas and number of Conservation Areas with 
up-to-date appraisals and management plans as indicators.  
 
In Section 6.2.1 the sustainability objectives have been compared and found to have almost no 
impact on the historic environment. It is highly unlikely that there are no tensions and we hope 
that further thought will be given to this and avoidance/ mitigation of negative impacts on the 
historic environment in future drafts of the SA.  
 
Conclusion 
Finally, English Heritage would strongly advise that the local authority’s conservation staff are 
involved throughout the preparation and implementation of the SPD, as they are often best placed 
to advise on: local historic environment issues and priorities, sources of data; and consideration of 
options relating to the historic environment.  
 
This advice is based on the information provided by you and for the avoidance of doubt does not 
affect our obligation to advise you on, and potentially object to any specific development proposal 
which may subsequently arise from this or later versions of the Thamesmead SPD and its 
Sustainability Appraisal, and which may have adverse effects on the historic environment. 
  
I hope you find this response helpful in preparing the draft Thamesmead SPD. 
 
Yours sincerely   

 
 
Adina Brown 
Regional Planning Adviser 
E-mail: Adina.Brown@english-heritage.org.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Thamesmead Supplementary Planning Document – Sustainability Appraisal Report     

Thank you for your letter and enclosures dated 16 May 2008 in respect of the above 
Supplementary Planning Document Sustainability Appraisal, seeking the views and 
comments of Natural England, my apologies for the delay in responding. 

 
Date: 19 June 2008 
Our ref: B05/2-10/11-2 
Your ref: I/Thamesmead SPD/Sustainability 

 

  

Mr Alistair Macdonald 
Associate  
Urban Practitioners  
70 Cowcross Street  
London EC1M 6EJ 

 

  

London Regional 
Office 
3rd Floor 
Ashdown House 
123 Victoria Street 
London 
SW1E 6DE 
 
 
T 0207 932 2214  
F 0207 932 2201 

  
Introduction 
Paragraph 1.2.2 states that the Supplementary Planning Document addresses the need 
to sustain, amongst other;  
“A safe and healthy local environment with well designed public and green spaces and 
appropriate drainage and flood mitigation measures”. 
 
“Good public transport and other transport infrastructure”. 

 
These aims/aspirations are welcomed and would be supported by Natural England. 
 
Paragraph 1.2.3 indicates proposals within the Thamesmead Supplementary Planning 
Document including ‘open space improvements’ which again would be welcomed and 
supported by Natural England.  
 
Chapter 2: Methodology for the Sustainability Appraisal 
Details of the approach to inclusion of the two Boroughs’ within the Scoping report seem 
appropriate and acceptable. 
Chapter 3: Policies, Plans and Programmes     
Table 3.1 (pages 10 to 12) provides a list of International, National, regional and Local 
Plans and Policies reviewed as part of the Scoping process, all of which are appropriate 
and in line with similar documents by other Borough’s. Natural England does not wish to 
add any further plans, policies or programmes to this list. 
 
Chapter 4: The Social, Environmental and Economic Baseline     
Paragraph 4.2.2 identifies the need to improve the quality of existing open spaces within 
the Plan area, which is to be commended and encouraged.  
 
Paragraph 4.5.3 indicates that there are data gaps for the Boroughs/Plan area including 
biodiversity   
 
Natural England recommends that advice is sought from other sources, where not 
already undertaken, including the Greater London Assembly Biodiversity Unit, your own 
in house Ecologist, where applicable, or the local group of the London Wildlife Trust or 
similar nature Conservation Group. 
 

 



 
 

 
  
Your Council should also give consideration to entering into an agreement with Greenspace 
Information for Greater London (GIGL) for the provision of biodiversity data including details 
of statutory and non-statutory sites, distribution of protected species and location of habitats 
and species of nature conservation value. GIGL has a sizeable and rapidly expanding 
database of biodiversity and other green-space data. You can contact GIGL at: 
 
GIGL@wildlondon.org.uk 
 
Chapter 5: Key Sustainability Issues 
The issues listed in this section, Table 5.1 – page 18, cover those issues that Natural England 
would like to see considered and are in line with other similar London Borough’s sustainability 
appraisals. 
 
Chapter 6: Sustainability Appraisal Framework   
Table 6.1 – Summary of Sustainability Objectives lists twenty three (23) objectives to be 
considered in respect of this document, all of which can be broadly supported, and especially 
the following; 
 
1) To protect, restore and enhance biodiversity, flora and fauna; 
2) To protect, restore and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes, including 
open space; 
8) To reduce negative contributions to climate change, to reduce vulnerability to climate 
change and to improve the localities ability to adapt to climate change; 
9) To reduce the need to travel by delivering more sustainable patterns of urban 
development, to reduce car dependency and to encourage more sustainable modes of 
transport.   
   
General Comments 
In respect of areas of open/green space deficiency and the potential for more residents and 
increased housing in the area Natural England reiterates consideration of the ANGST 
standard’s as mentioned under Appendix 1, which is a welcomed inclusion.    
 
Natural England believes that local authorities should consider the provision of natural areas 
as part of a balanced policy to ensure that local communities have access to an appropriate 
mix of green spaces providing for a range of recreational needs, of at least 2 hectares of 
accessible natural green-space per 1,000 population. This can be broken down by the 
following system: 
 

• No person should live more than 300 metres from their nearest area of natural 
green-space; 

• There should be at least one accessible 20 hectare site within 2 kilometres; 
• There should be one accessible 100 hectares site within 5 kilometres; 
• There should be one accessible 500 hectares site within 10 kilometres. 

 
This is recommended as a starting point for consideration by local  
authorities and can be used to assist with the identification of local targets  
and standards. Whilst this may be more difficult for some urban 
areas/authorities than other, Natural England would encourage  
local authorities to identify the most appropriate policy and response  
applicable to their Borough.  
 
This can assist the Council with identifying the needs of the local  
community and increase awareness of the value of accessible natural  
Greenspace, along with the levels of existing green-space provision,  
resources and constraints. 



 
I trust that the above is sufficient for your purposes, but should you have any queries or wish 
to discuss any aspects of Natural England’s response please do not hesitate to contact me at 
the above address. 
 
 
 
David Hammond  
Natural England – London Region 
Future London Team     

 

 


